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Comments and
Responses

SCAG released the Draft Connect SoCal, also known as the 2020-2045 Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (“RTP/SCS” or “Plan”)
for a comment period of over 60-days, which began on November 14, 2019 and
ended on January 24, 2020. The public review and comment period completes
more than three years of dialogue and consultation on this planning effort.
During the public review and comment period, SCAG conducted a large-scale
outreach campaign throughout the six-county region to educate and solicit
feedback on the Plan. Throughout the public comment period, SCAG held 21
elected official briefings (which were also open to the public), one tele-town
hall, one webinar, and three public hearings which were video-conferenced
simultaneously to the five regional offices to make them more accessible to
residents throughout the region. All of the materials for the briefings, public
hearings, and workshops have been posted on the Connect SoCal website.

SCAG encouraged the public and interested parties to comment on the Plan at
the aforementioned outreach events and through the online commenting form,
regular mail, and email. SCAG received 107 separate communications (both
oral and written) containing over 1,800 comments on the Draft Connect SoCal.
Atotal of 81 comments were received from agencies/organizations and 26
were received from individuals. We appreciate and thank those who provided
comments on the Draft Connect SoCal.

Below are the “Connect SoCal Comments and Responses,” which include
written comments received by SCAG during the public comment period and
SCAG staff's responses to the comments. A Master Response No. 1 related to
the Regional Housing Needs Assessment, which is referenced in responses to
relevant comments, is also provided below.



MASTER RESPONSE NO. 1: REGIONAL HOUSING
NEEDS ASSESSMENT (RHNA)

BACKGROUND

While Connect SoCal is required under state planning law to identify areas
sufficient to house the 8-year RHNA need pursuant to Government Code
Section 65080(b)(2)(B)(iii), it's important to recognize that the RHNA allocation

of housing need is a distinct and separate process set forth under state housing
law, Government Code Section 65584 et seq. The RHNA requirements address
the mandate to plan for housing units to further statutory objectives. The RHNA
establishes “minimum housing development capacity that cities and counties
are to make available via their land use powers to accommodate growth within
a planning period.”

The 2016-2045 Growth Forecast undergirding Connect SoCal provides an
assessment of reasonably foreseeable future patterns of employment,
population, and household growth in the SCAG region given demographic and
economic trends, and existing local and regional policy priorities. The Connect
SoCal Growth Forecast begins with an assessment of regional demographic and
economic trends and uses a variety of spatially-explicit data sources—including
local land use plans—to assess where growth is most likely to occur within

the region, emphasizing a balance between future employment, population,
and households. Between November 2017 and October 2018, SCAG staff met
one-on-one with all 197 local jurisdictions in the region to solicit additional
information for improving the accuracy of the preliminary forecast at several
intervals (2016, 2020, 2030, 2035, and 2045). Further refinements were made at
the small area level to reflect regional sustainability goals and policies through
the scenario development process.

The legislative changes of 2018 modified the nature of the regional housing
need determination for the 6" Cycle RHNA. Specifically, Government Code

1 Concurrence in Senate Amendments, AB 1771 (Bloom), as amended August 24, 2018 Comments at p.4 (Original
Committee Reference: H. & C.D.).

65584.01(b) et seq. explicitly added measures of household overcrowding

and housing cost burden to the list of factors to be considered by the
California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) for the
determination of housing need. These new measures (overcrowding and cost
burden) are not included in the Connect SoCal Growth Forecast because they
are not direct inputs to the growth forecasting process and are independent
of employment and population projections. In contrast, they reflect additional
latent housing needs in the current population (i.e. “existing need”).

Thus, the 6 Cycle RHNA regional housing need total of 1,341,827, as
determined by HCD, consists of both “projected need,” which is intended to
accommodate the growth of population and households during the 6 Cycle
RHNA (2021-2029), as well as “existing need.” On January 13, 2020, HCD's finding
that SCAG's draft RHNA methodology furthered the statutory objectives of
RHNA reflected that the determination is separated into “projected need” and
“existing need” components. On March 5, 2020, SCAG Regional Council adopted
the draft RHNA methodology as the final methodology for the 6 Cycle RHNA.

CONNECT SOCAL AND THE 6™ CYCLE RHNA

The RHNA identifies anticipated housing need over a specified eight-year period
and requires that local jurisdictions make available sufficient zoned capacity to
accommodate this need. Actual housing production depends on a variety of
factors external to the identification of need through RHNA—Iocal jurisdictions
frequently have sufficient zoned capacity but actual housing construction
depends on market and other external forces. For example, per HCD's most
recent Annual Progress Reports covering new unit permits through 2018, the
region’s low and very-low income permits totaled 19,328 units (2,494/year)
compared to the RHNA allocation of 165,579 units (21,365/year). In contrast, the
Connect SoCal Growth Forecast is an assessment of the reasonably foreseeable
future pattern of growth given, among other factors described above, the
availability of zoned capacity.



“PROJECTED NEED” PORTION OF THE 6™ CYCLE
RHNA

The “projected need” portion of the 6™ Cycle RHNA is derived from the Connect
SoCal Growth Forecast. Specifically, the Connect SoCal Growth Forecast
projects 469,725 additional households in the SCAG region over 2021-2029
(Growth Forecast prorated for the 8.25-year RHNA planning period). After
subtracting an estimate of household growth occurring on tribal lands (2,767),
the remaining 466,958 households represent occupied housing units, to

which are added two adjustment factors: vacancy need (14,467 units) and
replacement needs (23,545 units) to yield a total of 504,970 housing units
reflecting “projected need” for the 6™ Cycle RHNA.?

Since only occupied housing units (households) generate travel demand,
they are the primary focus of Connect SoCal's analysis. Additional housing
units (to account for vacancy need and replacement need) associated with
this household projection will be accommodated by local jurisdictions
within the same areas.

2 For more information, see the Regional Housing Need section of the SCS Technical Report.

TABLE1 Relationship between Regional Forecasted Households and
RHNA “Projected Need”

Projected Household Growth, 7/2021 - 10/2029 469,725
Tribal Land Growth Estimate -2,767
Vacancy Need +14,467
Replacement Need +23,545

Housing Unit Need to Accommodate Projected Growth (“Projected Need") 504,970

Connect SoCal identifies areas within the SCAG region sufficient to house all
the population in the region, including the projected population growth of 3.7
million and household growth of 1.6 million through 2045, the plan horizon
year (see Table 5 and Exhibit 1 in the Sustainable Communities Strategy

(SCS) Technical Report and Table 13 of the Demographics & Growth Forecast
Technical Report). The same areas sufficient to accommodate all the region’s
household growth through 2045 will also be sufficient to accommodate the
eight-year projection or the “projected need” portion (504,970 units) of the 6th
Cycle (2021- 2029) RHNA.

Accordingly, Connect SoCal meets state planning law requirements, specifically
Government Code 65080(b)(2)(B)(ii) and (iii) which require that Connect SoCal’'s
Sustainable Communities Strategy shall:

(ii.)
the population of the region, including all economic segments
of the population, over the course of the planning period of the
regional transportation plan taking into account net migration
into the region, population growth, household formation

and employment growth

(iii.) Identify areas within the region sufficient to house an
eight-year projection of the regional housing need for the region
pursuant to Section 65584

Identify areas within the region sufficient to house all

“EXISTING NEED” PORTION OF THE 6™ CYCLE
RHNA

In accordance with Government Code Section 65080(b)(2)(B)(iii), as discussed
above, Connect SoCal's SCS identifies areas within the region sufficient to
house an eight-year projection of the RHNA need, meaning the “projected
need” portion (504,970 units) of the 6th Cycle (2021- 2029) RHNA. State
planning law does not explicitly require the SCS to identify areas in the region
sufficient to house the “existing need” portion of the RHNA. Additionally, for the
reasons discussed in this section, existing need could not be reflected within
Connect SoCal or the PEIR.



In HCD's January 13, 2020 letter finding that SCAG's draft RHNA methodology
furthered the statutory objectives of RHNA, HCD identifies the “existing need”
as 836,857 units which equals the total regional housing need (1,341,827 units)
minus the projected need (504,970 units). The existing need primarily reflects
regional measures of overcrowding, cost burden and vacancy.

The 6" Cycle RHNA allocation at the jurisdiction level will not be finalized until
October 2020 following an appeals process which may result in changes to

the RHNA at the jurisdictional level. Following adoption of SCAG's Final RHNA
allocation in October 2020, local jurisdictions must update their housing
elements (as needed) to provide sufficient zoned capacity for the total 6 Cycle
allocation pursuant to state guidelines. Updated housing elements are due in
October 2021. The updated housing elements must identify specific locations
where potential new housing can be accommodated. Pursuant to Government
Code Section 65583(c)(1)(A), local jurisdictions will have until January 2025 to
complete any necessary rezoning to accommodate their RHNA allocation. Until
this planning work is done at the local level, it would be speculative for Connect
SoCal to make assumptions about potential development levels and patterns
that includes the 6™ Cycle “existing need.”

As discussed above, SCAG's RTP/SCS Growth Forecast process always
incorporates extensive input and data including the most up-to-date local

land use information, policy responses, demographic, and economic data in
order to determine the most likely future pattern of regional growth. As such,
the information necessary to assess the feasibility, quantity, and location of
additional household growth stemming from the 6™ Cycle of RHNA's “existing
need” allocation will not be available until October 2021 at the earliest and likely
later than that for some jurisdictions. Additionally, the identified “existing need”
portion of the 6" Cycle RHNA does not impact the region’s projected population
used in the SCS, as the “existing need” addresses additional latent housing
needs in the existing population rather than implying future population growth.
For these reasons, the “existing need” cannot be reflected in Connect SoCal.

However, as part of the RHNA process, SCAG will allocate total regional housing
need (“existing need” and “projected need”) consistent with the SCS. SCAG's
adopted RHNA methodology for allocating “existing need” focuses on transit

and job access (i.e., assign 50% based on jurisdiction’s share of the region’s
population within HQTAs and 50% based on a jurisdiction’s share of the region’s
jobs that can be accessed within a 30-min commute) which is aligned with the
strategies and policies underlying the regional development pattern in the SCS.
As such, in compliance with Government Code Section 65584.04(m)(1), SCAG
will allocate the “existing need” (as well as the “projected need”) as part of the
total RHNA determination consistent with the development pattern in the SCS.
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Connect SoCal Comments and Responses

ID

Submitted by

0001438.01.1

0001438.01.2

0001438.01.3

Comment

Alliance for a Regional Solution to Airport Congestion

Since 1995, ARSAC has advocated for the increased utilization of unconstrained
underserved or unserved outlying regional airports such as Ontario and Palmdale to meet
Southern California’s airport capacity needs instead of expanding LAX. ARSAC supports a
safe, secure, modern and convenient LAX. LAX, the dominant SoCal airport, is limited in
operational land and is in a very congested airspace. In 2016, ARSAC negotiated a second
legal settlement to extend the 153 gate cap by four additional years through December 31,
2024. The gate cap is based upon Aircraft Design Group lll sized aircraft comprised of the
narrow body mainline aircraft such as the Airbus A320 and Boeing 737 series commercial
airplanes. LAX is currently the largest public works project in Los Angeles County.

ARSAC is disappointed with the PEIR:1. The outreach for public comment appears to very
limited.2. The time for public comment is too short. The PEIR was released in December
when most people are paying attention to the holidays and not public policy. SCAG should
extend the comment period an additional 45 days and provide lots of publicity to
encourage public comment.3. The content of the PEIR appears to be thinner in scope

than in the past, especially the Aviation Element. Instead of doing the RTP right, it appears
as “RTP Lite.”

The draft document repeatedly states its lack of authority to mandate actions. SCAG can be
a much stronger contributor to the economic and environmental development of this
region by providing increased guidance for transportation priorities. It provides extensive
housing priorities and goals and to increase mass transportation to reduce vehicle miles
travelled. It appears to favor “active transportation” such as bikes and scooters but fails to
project how will be used to generate meaningful data resulting in congestion improvement.

Response

Submittal 0001438 Related Documents Link

Comment noted. As a metropolitan planning organization (MPO), SCAG is primarily a
surface transportation planning agency, and is not a regulatory or implementing agency,
particularly as it relates to airports and airspace. As discussed in the subsection “MPOs
have no authority over airport development”, MPOs ultimately have no planning,
regulatory, or operational authority over the airports, including Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX). Moreover, airports are not required to incorporate MPO
planning recommendations into their capital plans, and Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) funding decisions are not tied to MPO RTP recommendations. As for the
prospects of regionalizing the SCAG region aviation system, there are limitations due to
the fact that SCAG has no regulatory or operational authority over the region’s airports,
FAA has no authority over airline airport choice, and air passengers ultimately make
their airport choice decisions based on market factors (e.g. price, number of flights).
Although air navigation and airspace regulation fall under the jurisdiction of the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA), following the Airline Deregulation Act of 1978, the FAA
has no authority over airline routes (i.e. airport choice). Therefore, the FAA has limited
authority or influence over airline airport choice, and ultimately, airlines and passengers
choose airports based on economic factors (please see The Airline Deregulation Act of
1978 and ACRP Report 98: Understanding Airline and Passenger Choice in Multi-Airport
Regions for more information). However, as noted in the Aviation and Airport Ground
Access, and Passenger Rail Technical Reports, SCAG is working with the airports, and
transportation commissions and agencies, to connect passengers to the different
airports in the region, including Ontario and Palmdale. Improved transit and rail access
to the airports should both reduce congestion on the surface transportation system,
and increase airport options for air passengers.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

Comment noted.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001438.pdf

ID
Submitted by

0001438.02.1

0001438.02.2

0001438.02.4

0001438.02.5

0001438.03

Comment

Alliance for a Regional Solution to Airport Congestion

ARSAC strongly agrees with the five decade old principle that our airport system must
provide a regional accommodation to travelers and cargo.

Mass transit train stations and buses must be built to support our airport system.

Much of the RTP discusses “livable communities” in which single vehicle traffic is

discouraged for densified communities. The call for active mobility choices with inadequate
parking may serve local communities, but this will not work well for travelers who generally

have luggage.

Bike centric projects may increase active transportation alternatives but it also reduces
vehicle capacity and slows down vehicle traffic resulting in increased GHG.

Traffic around LAX is legendary. Despite all of the major changes proposed we expect that

"Every day will be like Thanksgiving gridlock” if the increased projection of 127 Million
Annual Passengers (MAP) occurs. No documentation is provided anywhere in the RTP to
validate that this 35% increase from current gridlock can be accommodated within or

around LAX. ARSAC strongly encourages data collection and analysis activity to highlight the
sources of passengers and to encourage airlines to offer flights at airports most convenient

to travelers. SCAG congestion analyses and “transportation analysis zones” around

airports must be detailed enough to identify potential action for improvements not only at
end of the planning period of 2045, but also incrementally to match changes within airport

areas. When will this data be used? If it is only for 2045, then it will be too late.

Response

Submittal 0001438 Related Documents Link

Comment noted. The prospects of regionalizing the SCAG region aviation system are
somewhat limited due to the fact that SCAG has no regulatory or operational authority
over the region’s airports, FAA has no authority over airline airport choice, and air
passengers ultimately make their airport choice decisions based on market factors (e.g.
price, number of flights). As discussed in the subsection “MPOs have no authority over
airport development”, MPOs ultimately have no planning or regulatory authority over
the airports. Air navigation and airspace regulation fall under the jurisdiction of the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). However, following the Airline Deregulation Act
of 1978, the FAA has no authority over airline routes (i.e. airport choice). Therefore, the
FAA has limited authority or influence over airline airport choice, and ultimately, airlines
and passengers choose airports based on economic factors (please see The Airline
Deregulation Act of 1978 and ACRP Report 98: Understanding Airline and Passenger
Choice in Multi-Airport Regions for more information). However, as noted in the
Aviation and Airport Ground Access, and Passenger Rail Technical Reports, SCAG is
working with the airports, and transportation commissions and agencies, to connect
passengers to the different airports in the region. Improved transit and rail access to the
airports should both reduce congestion on the surface transportation system, and
increase airport options for air passengers.

Connect SoCal includes investments in infrastructure to construct rail stations to directly
serve our region's airports. These include the fully funded and under construction 96th
St. station by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) to
be served by the Metro Green and Crenshaw Lines, providing a connection to Los
Angeles International Airport via an Automated People Mover to be constructed by the
airport. Connect SoCal also includes a direct rail connection from the Metrolink San
Bernardino Line to directly serve Ontario International Airport (ONT).

Comment noted. Improvements to bicycle infrastructure align with the Connect SoCal
goal to “Improve mobility, accessibility, reliability, and travel safety for people and
goods.”

Comment noted. Improvements to bicycle infrastructure align with the Connect SoCal
goal to “Improve mobility, accessibility, reliability, and travel safety for people and
goods.”

Comment noted. Connect SoCal recognizes the traffic challenges that exist around LAX.
Significant improvements (including LAMP projects) in and around LAX that should
improve airport access as well as circulation are proposed and incorporated in the
Connect SoCal. Future year (2045) regional traffic analysis assumes these
improvements that collectively result in VMT reduction and delay improvements at a
regional scale. However, it is outside the scope of analysis of the Connect SoCal to
analyze localized impacts of airport operation or any other major traffic generator. Itis
possible, should funding and opportunity arise in the future, SCAG could collaborate
with LAWA, LA Metro and Caltrans to conduct more comprehensive and localized traffic
impact analysis on the regional network around LAX due to future airport operation.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001438.pdf

ID
Submitted by

0001438.04

0001438.05

Comment

Alliance for a Regional Solution to Airport Congestion

In this RTP, SCAG seems to have backed away from 5 decades of advocacy for regional

accommodation of commercial aviation needs. The wording, “Regionalization” in reference

to Aviation is absent from the draft despite its critical importance to ensuring optimum
access and emergency back up for both natural and man-made disasters. The definition of
regionalization has been crafted by ARSAC and the cities of Inglewood and Culver City in
2011 which SCAG should consider adopting: “Regionalization is the proactive redistribution
of a portion of Southern California’s aviation demand to unconstrained airports in the
Southern California region other than LAX, in order to achieve a more equitable and
proportional allocation of airport growth and aircraft operations among the airports,
reduce congestion, increase safety, and minimize vehicle miles traveled, with consequent
benefits to both the environment and the economy.” ARSAC was part of the coalition to
“SetONTario Free” whereby Ontario International Airport (ONT) ownership and
management returned to local control. ONT has been dramatically increasing domestic
service and adding new long-haul international service such as Taipei, Republic of China.
ONT is a great example of airport regionalization in Southern California.

We agree with the RTP statement: “SCAG has and will continue to play a role in terms of
aviation systems research, planning, and analysis, as well as encouraging collaboration and
communication amongst the region’s aviation stakeholders.” As the federally recognized
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Southern California and its ability to
prioritize ground transportation dollars, SCAG must do more to help underutilized regional
airports become more attractive for airline service by providing easy access by road, rail
(Metrorail, Metrolink, Amtrak, High Speed Rail such as Brightline/Virgin Trains) and other
mass transit. Part of Southern California’s freeway congestion problems stems from
leakage of passengers from one airport catchment area (natural marketing area) to other
airports causing millions of extra vehicle miles traveled. All of Palmdale Regional Airport’s
possible passengers are forced to drive to Hollywood-Burbank (BUR), Ontario International

(ONT) or Los Angeles International (LAX) to catch a flight. LAX has 70% of the region’s flights

including 95% of the international flights. While it is not possible to accommodate all
leakage from one catchment area to another, without airline service at places such as PMD

freeway congestion will continue to increase. SCAG must work with airports in the region to

have ground access projects prioritized. SCAG must re-commit itself to making airport
regionalization a reality.

Response

Submittal 0001438 Related Documents Link

Comment noted. Historically, SCAG has been supportive of regionalization of aviation
demand. However, as a planning agency with no regulatory or operational authority
over the region’s airports SCAG's ability to effectuate regionalization is rather limited.
Furthermore, FAA has no authority over airline airport choice, and air passengers
ultimately make their airport choice decisions based on market factors (e.g. price,
number of flights). Air navigation and airspace regulation fall under the jurisdiction of
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). However, following the Airline Deregulation
Act of 1978, the FAA has no authority over airline routes (i.e. airport choice). Therefore,
the FAA has limited authority or influence over airline airport choice, and ultimately,
airlines and passengers choose airports based on economic factors (please see The
Airline Deregulation Act of 1978 and ACRP Report 98: Understanding Airline and
Passenger Choice in Multi-Airport Regions for more information). However, as noted in
the Aviation and Airport Ground Access, and Passenger Rail Technical Reports, SCAG is
working with the airports, and transportation commissions and agencies, to connect
passengers to the different airports in the region. Improved transit and rail access to the
airports should both reduce congestion on the surface transportation system, and
increase airport options for air passengers.

Comment noted. Airport ground access improvement projects identified in the Connect
SoCal for each of the regional airports are based on the most current information
available to SCAG and was developed through consultation and collaboration with the
concerned airport authorities and the County Transportation Commissions. In addition
to the airports, SCAG regularly works with Metro, Metrolink, the Orange County
Transportation Authority, and the San Bernardino County Transportation Authority, and
other transportation commissions and agencies, on transit and rail connections to the
airports. In addition to the airport transit and rail projects highlighted in the Aviation
and Airport Ground Access Technical Report, you can also find a subsection on “Airport
Ground Access” in the Passenger Rail Technical Report. This section contains additional
information on the Measure M funded Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) Automated
People Mover (APM) project, the possible Metrolink San Bernardino Line and Metro
Gold Line extensions to Ontario International Airport (ONT), and the Hollywood Burbank
Airport North Antelope Valley Line Metrolink Station. Specifically regarding ONT, the
San Bernardino County Transportation Agency (SBCTA) completed an ONT ground
access study in 2015. The San Bernardino and Riverside Metrolink Lines, as well as the
Amtrak Sunset Limited Lines, operate in close proximity to ONT. Once extended to
Montclair, the Metro Gold Line offers another potential transit option to ONT.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001438.pdf

ID
Submitted by

0001438.06.1

0001438.06.2

0001438.07.1.1

Comment
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In the RTP, some airports having commercial jet service are designated “Reliever Airports”.
Were these “Reliever Airports” included in calculations such as Air Quality, Green House
Gas Emissions, Noise, etc.???

Additional information that should be included in the RTP about “reliever airports”: 1.
March Inland Port (RIV). As of 2018, Amazon Air has 6 cargo flights per day. Reference:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/March_Air_Reserve Base 2. Palmdale Regional Airport
(PMD). PMD has charter Boeing 737 flights to support US Defense projects such as the B-21
bomber program. The City of Palmdale is in the planning process to build a new passenger
terminal on the northwest corner of Air Force Plant 42 (southeast corner of Sierra Highway
and Avenue M). This location is adjacent to the Metrolink Antelope Valley Line and would
be perfect for a train station stop to make PMD an intermodal and multimodal facility.
Virgin Trains USA could also make this a station. Reference 1:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palmdale_Regional_AirportReference 2:
https://cityofpalmdale.org/DocumentCenter/View/5858/Palmdale-Regional- Airport-Facts-
and-Figures-PDF?bidld=Reference 3: https://www.avpress.com/news/palmdale-explores-
return-of-service-toairport/ article_c0ffc290-bbf9-11e9-8ala-7fd9889b4667.html

3. San Bernardino International Airport (SBD). SBD has a new passenger terminal with
Federal Inspection Service (FIS) facilities. SBD has commercial aircraft Maintanence, Repair
and Overhaul (MRO) facilities. FedEx and UPS have cargo flights from SBD to 9 US cities.

Reference: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Bernardino_International_Airport
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Commented noted. The monitoring of airport air quality falls under the jurisdiction of
the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and the South Coast Air Quality Management
District (AQMD). Please consult CARB and the South Coast AQMD for more information
on the airport Air Quality Improvement Plans (AQIP) and the airport air quality
Memoranda of Understanding (MOU). The monitoring and regulation of airport and
aircraft noise falls under the jurisdiction of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
and the individual airports. Please consult the FAA Airport Noise Program for more
information. As discussed in the subsection “MPOs have no authority over airport
development”, although an MPO can play a collaborative and consultative role with the
airports and the FAA, MPOs ultimately have no planning, operational, or regulatory
authority over the airports or airspace planning. However, auto and truck traffic going
to and from the airports is factored into the regional model, and moreover, the regional
auto and truck traffic is accounted for in the SCAG Travel Demand Model on the
corridor and network level. Please see the “Analytical Approach” section of the
Transportation Conformity Technical Report for more information on the SCAG model
assumptions and inputs.

Comment noted. March Inland Port (RIV) and Palmdale Regional Airport (PMD) are
featured in Table 3, “General Aviation and Reliever Airports in the SCAG Region”. Due to
editorial considerations, including technical report and plan page length, the decision
was made to feature the seven airports in the region with scheduled commercial
passenger service in the narrative, and the general aviation and reliever airports in the
region in a table. As discussed in the “Regulatory Framework” section of the Aviation
and Airport Ground Access Technical Report, the only required aviation-related feature
of an MPO regional transportation plan (RTP) in California is airport ground access
projects and improvements.

Comment noted. San Bernardino International Airport (SBD) is featured in Table 3,
“General Aviation and Reliever Airports in the SCAG Region.” Due to editorial
considerations, including technical report and plan page length, the decision was made
to feature the seven airports in the region with scheduled commercial passenger service
in the narrative, and the general aviation and reliever airports in the region in a table.
As discussed in the “Regulatory Framework” section of the Aviation and Airport Ground
Access Technical Report, the only required aviation-related feature of an MPO regional
transportation plan (RTP) in California is airport ground access projects and
improvements.
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4. Southern California Logistics Airport (VCV). SCLA is a major aircraft storage, maintenance, Comment noted. Southern California Logistics Airport (VCV) is featured in Table 3,
overhaul and testing facility. Boeing Capital Corporation, a subsidiary of The Boeing “General Aviation and Reliever Airports in the SCAG Region." Due to editorial
Company, stores aircraft here for future leases and sales. GE Aircraft Engines does flight considerations, including technical report and plan page length, the decision was made
testing of engines here including the new GE9X engine powering the new Boeing 777X. to feature the seven airports in the region with scheduled commercial passenger service
Airtanker 910, which has a McDonnell Douglas DC-10, uses VCV for fighting forest fires in in the narrative, and the general aviation and reliever airports in the region in a table.
California. Reference: As discussed in the “Regulatory Framework” section of the Aviation and Airport Ground
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_California_Logistics_Airport Access Technical Report, the only required aviation-related feature of an MPO regional
transportation plan (RTP) in California is airport ground access projects and
improvements.
Main document comments and questions.1. RTP Page 1.03: “The region is home to the Comment noted. The sentence “world’s fifth busiest airport system” will be changed to

two largest container ports in the Western Hemisphere (Los Angeles and Long Beach), and  “world’s fourth busiest airport system”.
the world’s fifth busiest airport system (Los Angeles World Airports).” The statement above

needs to be updated. According to Airport Council Internationals, Los Angeles International

Airport (LAX) is the world’s fourth busiest airport as of 2018. Los Angeles World Airports

operates LAX. LAX is on track to becoming the world’s third busiestairport according to

first half 2019 figures.

Reference:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_busiest_airports_by_passenger_traffic

2. RTP Appendix 3.13. This document leaves out the noise contours for airports classified as For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
“Reliever Airports.” Palmdale (PMD), March Inland (RIV), San Bernardino International (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
(SBD) and Southern California Logistics Airport (VCV) all have jet air traffic that impacts PEIR.

airport neighbors with noise, pollution and vibration issues. Are these reliever airports

included in the air quality, greenhouse gas emission, noise and other analyses? If not, then

the RTP could be inadequate in disclosing and analyzing these important issues.
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Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical Report comments and questions1. Overall.
SCAG must recommit to an active policy of “regionalization”, a policy that SCAG embraced
for the past five decades. Why does SCAG no longer mention regionalization in the RTP?
How can we get SCAG to implement regionalization?

2. Executive Summary, page 2. “Only a small percentage of air passengers used transit to
travel to and from the region’s airports.” SCAG must work with airports in the region to
identify and prioritize projects that will encourage passengers to use public and mass
transit to airports. Hollywood-Burbank Airport (BUR) is a good local model of being an
intermodal and multimodal facility. LAX is working on the Landside Access Modernization
Program (LAMP) to improve mass transit connectivity. Plans to extend the Metro Gold Line
and Metrolink to and from Ontario International (ONT) need to be prioritized.
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Comment noted. Beyond the updated list of airport ground access projects, Connect
SoCal aviation element is not bound by the content of past regional transportation plans
(RTP). Air navigation and airspace regulation fall under the authority of the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA). Furthermore, as discussed in the subsection “MPOs have
no authority over airport development”, although an MPO can play a collaborative and
consultative role with the airports and the FAA, MPOs ultimately have no planning or
regulatory authority over the airports or airspace planning. Airports are not required to
incorporate MPO planning recommendations into their capital plans, and FAA funding
decisions are not tied to MPO RTP recommendations. Rather, airport master plans, the
airport improvement program, air safety, and air navigation are handled by the FAA.
However, following the Airline Deregulation Act of 1978, the U.S. government (FAA) no
longer has control over airline routes. Thus, the FAA has limited authority or influence
over airline airport choice (please see The Airline Deregulation Act of 1978 and ACRP
Report 98: Understanding Airline and Passenger Choice in Multi-Airport Regions for
more information). As an MPO, SCAG is primarily a surface transportation planning
agency, and is not a regulatory or implementing agency. Thus, Connect SoCal is focused
on the airports from the perspective of airport ground access planning. As discussed in
the “Regulatory Framework” section of the Aviation and Airport Ground Access
Technical Report, the only required aviation-related feature of an MPO RTP in California
is airport ground access projects and improvements.

Comment noted. Airport ground access improvement projects identified in the Connect
SoCal for each of the regional airports are based on the most current information
available to SCAG and were developed through consultation and collaboration with the
concerned airport authorities and the County Transportation Commissions. In addition
to the airports, SCAG regularly works with Metro, Metrolink, the Orange County
Transportation Authority, and the San Bernardino County Transportation Authority, and
other transportation commissions and agencies, on transit and rail connections to the
airports. In addition to the airport transit and rail projects highlighted in the Aviation
and Airport Ground Access Technical Report, you can also find a subsection on “Airport
Ground Access” in the Passenger Rail Technical Report. This section contains additional
information on the Measure M funded Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) Automated
People Mover (APM) project, the possible Metrolink San Bernardino Line and Metro
Gold Line extensions to Ontario International Airport (ONT), and the Hollywood Burbank
Airport North Antelope Valley Line Metrolink Station. Specifically regarding ONT, the
San Bernardino County Transportation Agency (SBCTA) completed an ONT ground
access study in 2015. The San Bernardino and Riverside Metrolink Lines, as well as the
Amtrak Sunset Limited Lines, operate in close proximity to ONT. Once extended to
Montclair, the Metro Gold Line offers another potential transit option to ONT.
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3. Executive Summary, page 2. “The majority of air passengers in the region are traveling to

and from Los Angeles International Airport.” Again, SCAG needs an active regionalization
program to help redirect passengers who are leaking from other SCAG airports. This will
help to reduce pressure on LAX to expand in the future and to reduce

4. Executive Summary, page 2. “The growth in air passenger demand globally can be
explained in part due to the health of the economy and an ongoing trend of decreasing
airfare.” The statement is correct, but leaves out important components of growing
international air service: Open Skies Agreements between the United States and other
countries which removed restrictions on city pairs and aircraft types and the use of new
fuel efficient long range aircraft such as the Airbus A350XWB and the Boeing 787
Dreamliner that have made flying between smaller size markets profitable.

5. Exhibit 1, SCAG Region Airports, Page 4.Why is Palmdale Regional Airport listed as
“Palmdale Air Terminal” on the map?

6. Table 1, Commercial Air Carriers (and Destinations) Operating in the SCAG Region
Airports, Pages 10 and 13 a. The list appears to be LAX-centric. Why was the list not
broken out by individual SCAG airports with airlines and destinations? b. The destinations
are missing for Aer Lingus (Dublin), Aeroflot (Moscow), Aeromexico (Mexico City, etc.),
Aeromexico Connect, Air Canada (Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Toronto, Montreal), Air
Canada Rouge and Air China (Beijing). Where did the information about “O&M Exisiting
Service” and “ Bridges, pavement” come from? c. Why were these airlines not listed? Air
Italy (Milan)? Boutique Air (Merced)? Finnair (Helskini)? d. Why are Air Canada and Volaris
listed twice? e. Norwegian Air Shuttle has reduced its destinations from LAX f.
Scandinavian Airlines just switched its destination from Stockholm toCopenhagen g.
Thomas Cook Airlines, WOW Air and XL Airways France have ceasedoperations.
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Comment noted. Historically, SCAG has been supportive of regionalization of aviation
demand. However, as a planning agency with no regulatory or operational authority
over the region’s airports SCAG's ability to effectuate regionalization is rather limited.
Furthermore, FAA has no authority over airline airport choice, and air passengers
ultimately make their airport choice decisions based on market factors (e.g. price,
number of flights). Air navigation and airspace regulation fall under the jurisdiction of
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). However, following the Airline Deregulation
Act of 1978, the FAA has no authority over airline routes (i.e. airport choice). Therefore,
the FAA has limited authority or influence over airline airport choice, and ultimately,
airlines and passengers choose airports based on economic factors (please see The
Airline Deregulation Act of 1978 and ACRP Report 98: Understanding Airline and
Passenger Choice in Multi-Airport Regions for more information). However, as noted in
the Aviation and Airport Ground Access, and Passenger Rail Technical Reports, SCAG is
working with the airports, and transportation commissions and agencies, to connect
passengers to the different airports in the region. Improved transit and rail access to the
airports should both reduce congestion on the surface transportation system, and
increase airport options for air passengers.

Comment noted. While the suggested text regarding Open Skies Agreements and new
technology is helpful, ultimately, due to editorial considerations, most notably technical
report and plan page length, not every fact or point of discussion was highlighted in the
Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical Report or other Technical Reports.
Hence, the sentence in the executive summary is worded “the growth in air passenger
demand globally can be explained in part”, in order to make it clear that the health of
the economy and trends in airfare are not the sole reasons for the recent growth in air
passenger activity. Rather than highlight a multitude of factors, the decision was made
to focus on two key factors, which are also emphasized by the Federal Aviation
Administration, in order to keep the executive summary, technical report, and plan
narrative within a practical page length.

Comment noted. Exhibit 1 will be changed to read “Palmdale Regional Airport”.

Comment noted. As a regional transportation plan for the entire SCAG region, and for
the sake of avoiding redundancy (i.e. some airports share passenger destinations), table
1 focuses on airlines and destinations served by the region in total, versus highlighting
them by individual airport. Moreover, given the constantly changing nature of airlines
and passenger destinations in the market, the tables are meant to be an illustrative
sample and not exhaustive, as they could go out of date in the regional transportation
drafting and review process alone. However, Thomas Cook Airlines, WOW Air, and XL
Airways France will be removed from the table. As discussed in the “Regulatory
Framework” section of the Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical Report, the
only required aviation-related feature of an MPO RTP in California is airport ground
access projects and improvements.
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7. Table 2, SCAG Region Cargo Airlines and Destinations, Pages 14 and 15 a. The list

appears to be LAX-centric. Why was the list not broken out by individual SCAG airports with

airlines and destinations? b. Does this list account for Amazon’s Prime Air operation at
March Inland Port (RIV)?

8. MPQO's have no authority over Airport Development, Pages 18 and 19. Please refer to
our comments above concerning active regionalization.

9. Where are air passengers coming from and how are they getting to the airport?, Pages
24 to 26. Again, SCAG has an opportunity and a responsibility to work with airports in
facilitating projects to create and enhance mass transit projects to airports to encourage
more air passengers to use transit options other than single occupancy vehicles or
Transportation Networking providers.

10. Air Cargo traffic to the SCAG region airports, Page 26. Why did SCAG only include the
top 5 cargo airports in the SCAG modeling program for truck trips? Other airports such as

San Bernardino (FedEx and UPS) and March Inland Port (Amazon Prime Air) produce truck

trips. It is anticipated that these 2 airports will likely see increases in cargo service from
these cargo carriers and this will impact roadways with more truck traffic.
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Comment noted. As a regional transportation plan for the entire SCAG region, and for
the sake of avoiding redundancy (i.e. some airports share cargo destinations), the table
focuses on airlines and destinations served by the region in total. Moreover, given the
constantly changing nature of airlines and cargo destinations in the market, the tables
are meant to be an illustrative sample and not exhaustive. As discussed in the
“Regulatory Framework” section of the Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical
Report, the only required aviation-related feature of an MPO RTP in California is airport
ground access projects and improvements.

Comment noted. Beyond the updated list of airport ground access projects, the Connect
SoCal aviation element is not bound by the content of past regional transportation plans
(RTP). Air navigation and airspace regulation fall under the authority of the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA). Furthermore, as discussed in the subsection “MPOs have
no authority over airport development,” although an MPO can play a collaborative and
consultative role with the airports and the FAA, MPOs ultimately have no planning or
regulatory authority over the airports or airspace planning. Airports are not required to
incorporate MPO planning recommendations into their capital plans, and FAA funding
decisions are not tied to MPO RTP recommendations. Please see the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) report, GAO-10-120, and FAA Advisory Circular 150/5070-
6B, for more information. Rather, airport master plans, the airport improvement
program, air safety, and air navigation are handled by the FAA. However, following the
Airline Deregulation Act of 1978, the U.S. government (FAA) no longer has control over
airline routes. Thus, the FAA has limited authority or influence over airline airport
choice (please see The Airline Deregulation Act of 1978 and ACRP Report 98:
Understanding Airline and Passenger Choice in Multi-Airport Regions for more
information). As an MPO, SCAG is primarily a surface transportation planning agency,
and is not a regulatory or implementing agency. Thus, Connect SoCal is focused on the
airports from the perspective of airport ground access planning. As discussed in the
“Regulatory Framework” section of the Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical
Report, the only required aviation-related feature of an MPO RTP in California is airport
ground access projects and improvements.

Comment noted. SCAG is regularly communicating and working with the airports on
their ground access improvements. Moreover, as an MPO, SCAG works closely with the
transit and passenger rail agencies in the region. Please see the Passenger and Transit
Technical Reports for more information on the Burbank Airport Metrolink stations, the
LAX Metro Crenshaw Line stop, and the proposed Metrolink and Metro extensions to
Ontario International Airport.

Comment noted. The decision to highlight the “top 5” in the table is only for illustrative
purposes. San Bernardino (SBD) and March (RIV) are included in the overall regional
model. Please see “analytical approach” section in the Transportation Conformity
Analysis Technical Report for more information about the modeling methodology.
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11. Strategies, Page 31. Again, SCAG must be more pro-active in working with SCAG region

airports on ground access to make these airports more intermodal and multimodal.

12. Table 12, SCAG Region Airport Forecast for 2020-2045 RTP/SCS, Page 33. What
documentation and justification has LAWA provided for the projected 127 Million Annual
Passengers in the 2045 horizon year?

13. General Aviation Forecast, Page 34. Does the forecast include the possible closure of

Santa Monica Airport (SMO)? Does the forecast include membership flying services such as

SurfAir and FLOAT?

14. New Airport Ground Access and Modernization Projects, Pages 34 to 36. ARSAC

appreciates that the 2028 Olympic Games are mentioned, but again, it appears that there is

lack of urgency in this RTP to have airport access projects completed before the Olympic

games making the airports in the SCAG region, “Olympics ready.” ARSAC supports efforts to

bring Metrolink and Metrorail to Ontario International Airport (ONT).

15. Supersonic aircraft missing from RTP. Supersonic passenger aircraft are expected to
debut during the 2020-2045 timeframe of the RTP. These include the Boom Technology.
Overture and Aerion AS2 supersonic business jet. Boom has 10 options each from Japan.
Airlines and Virgin Atlantic, both of whom serve LAX.Reference 1:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boom_TechnologyReference 2:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aerion
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Comment noted. While SCAG acknowledges more work needs to done in the future
plan updates, the ground access improvement projects identified in the Connect SoCal
for each of the regional airports represent the most current information available to
SCAG and were developed in consultation and collaboration with the airport authorities
and the County Transportation Commissions concerned.

Comment noted. As noted in the Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical Report
“air passenger demand forecast” subsection, the airports provided their forecast
numbers for 2045. The airport level forecasts were based on planning and analysis
conducted on the airport level by airport staff and/or consultants. SCAG staff met and
corresponded with airport officials regarding their activity data and forecast
methodology throughout the RTP research, analysis, and drafting process. Furthermore,
as discussed in the subsection “MPOs have no authority over airport development”,
although SCAG maintains a collaborative and consultative relationship with the airports,
MPOs do not maintain regulatory authority over airports.

Comment noted. The General Aviation Forecast is derived from the 2018 Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) Terminal Area Forecast (TAF). The FAA TAF has general
aviation operations forecasts for all of the general aviation, commercial service, and
reliever airports in the SCAG region, including Santa Monica Airport (SMO), up to 2045.
As to general methodological queries, including what is included in the 2018 FAA TAF,
please refer to the FAA TAF Summary for FY 2018 — 2045.

Comment noted. Airport ground access improvement projects identified in the Final
Connect SoCal for each of the regional airports are based on the most current
information available to SCAG and was developed through consultation and
collaboration with the concerned airport authorities and the County Transportation
Commissions.

Comment noted. As a metropolitan planning organization, and primarily a surface
transportation planning agency, Connect SoCal is focused on the airports from the
perspective of airport ground access. As discussed in the “Regulatory Framework”
section of the Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical Report, the only required
aviation-related feature of an MPO regional transportation plan in California is airport
ground access projects and improvements. Moreover, as discussed in the subsection
“MPOs have no authority over airport development”, although the MPO can play a
collaborative and consultative role with the airports and the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), MPOs ultimately have no planning or operational authority over
aviation systems planning. Matters of new aircraft certification and air navigation
regulation are handled by the FAA. Thus, the discussion of new aircraft technology is
limited in the Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical Report and Final Connect
SoCal.
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16. Drones also missing from RTP. Drones are being deployed for law enforcement and
commercial purposes such as filming and package delivery.

17. Helicopters also missing from RTP. Helicopters are used law enforcement, fire fighting,
medical, news coverage and private transportation. Helicopters negatively affect residents
when they fly low.

18. VTOL. New services such as Uber Elevate are on the horizon. This service will require
new landing pads to enable its usage. The safety of manned and unnamed VTOL needs to
be examined. From Wikipedia: “UberAIR / UberElevate will provide short flights using VTOL
aircraft. Demonstration flights are projected to start in 2020 in Dallas and Los Angeles.
Commercial operations are projected to begin in 2023. Although technically feasible, the
program is expected to encounter safety and regulatory obstacles.” Reference:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uber#Riding_with_Uber

Passenger Rail Technical Report comments and questionsl. Table 1, Private
Transportation Providers, Page 18. Destinations are missing for Tres Estrellas de Oro and
TUFESA.
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Comment noted. As a metropolitan planning organization, and primarily a surface
transportation planning agency, Connect SoCal is focused on the airports from the
perspective of airport ground access. As discussed in the “Regulatory Framework”
section of the Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical Report, the only required
aviation-related feature of an MPO regional transportation plan in California is airport
ground access projects and improvements. Moreover, as discussed in the subsection
“MPOs have no authority over airport development”, although the MPO can play a
collaborative and consultative role with the airports and the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), MPOs ultimately have no planning or operational authority over
airspace planning. Matters of new technology and air safety are handled by the FAA.
Thus, beyond a brief discussion of new technologies, the Connect SoCal Aviation and
Airport Ground Access Technical Report does not focus on new vertical take-off and
landing (VTOL) technology in great detail as that goes beyond the scope of airport
ground access. However, the Emerging Technology Technical Report does discuss VTOL
technology as a medium to long term mobility technology option.

Comment noted. As a metropolitan planning organization, and primarily a surface
transportation planning agency, Connect SoCal is focused on the airports from the
perspective of airport ground access, and not aircraft, including helicopters. As
discussed in the “Regulatory Framework” section of the Aviation and Airport Ground
Access Technical Report, the only required aviation-related feature of an MPO regional
transportation plan in California is airport ground access projects and improvements.
Moreover, as discussed in the subsection “MPOs have no authority over airport
development”, although the MPO can play a collaborative and consultative role with
the airports and the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), MPOs ultimately have no
planning or regulatory authority over airspace planning and regulation. Matters of noise
and air safety, including helicopters, are handled by the FAA.

Comment noted. Matters of air space and air safety, including drones and VTOL, fall
under the jurisdiction of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). As a metropolitan
planning organization, and primarily a surface transportation planning agency, Connect
SoCal is focused on the airports from the perspective of airport ground access. As
discussed in the “Regulatory Framework” section of the Aviation and Airport Ground
Access Technical Report, the only required aviation-related feature of an MPO regional
transportation plan in California is airport ground access projects and improvements.
Moreover, as discussed in the subsection “MPOs have no authority over airport
development," although the MPO can play a collaborative and consultative role with the
airports and the FAA, MPOs ultimately have no planning or regulatory authority over
airspace planning.

Table 1 of the Passenger Rail Technical Report will be updated per the comment, if the
information is available.
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2. Los Angeles to Las Vegas, Page 27. Was XpressWest and its successor Virgin Trains USA
approved for a Palmdale to Victorville segment? Why is this not mentioned about a Virgin
Trains station in Palmdale?

3. Airport Ground Access, Page 33. Were the City of Palmdale’s plans for a new airport
terminal on the northwest corner of Air Force Plant 42 (southeast corner of Sierra Highway
and Avenue M) considered in this RTP?

ARSAC will continue to work with SCAG to improve our regional economic and
environmental conditions. We encourage SCAG to increase its outreach and to foster
discussion and action within each of the Counties and Cities of our region.

Bolsa Chica Land Trust

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG) 2020 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and Sustainable Community
Strategy (SCS) (collectively called Connect SoCal). In 2012, with release of the prior
RTP/SCS, Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks coordinated a cross-county regional
conservation coalition focused on the inclusion of natural lands mitigation and policies
within that SCAG plan. The Bolsa Chica Land Trust is now a part of this growing coalition in
2020. The Bolsa Chica Land Trust is a 5,000 member non-profit organization established

in 1992. Our mission is the acquisition, preservation and restoration of all of Bolsa Chica
and the education of the public to its natural wonders and cultural significance. The Bolsa
Chica Ecological Reserve, located on our Orange County coastline, is owned and managed
by the State. Bolsa Chica is an international birding location visited by approximately
80,000 visitors each year. Over the course of our 27 year history, BCLT has been the
catalyst for the protection of hundreds of acres of coastal wetlands and 118 acres of coastal
uplands at Bolsa Chica from development.
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Connect SoCal includes the XpressWest service from Victorville to Las Vegas in its
financially-constrained plan. Currently, there are very preliminary planning discussions
of extending XpressWest from Victorville to Palmdale, however this high-speed rail
segment is currently unfunded and additional analysis would be needed before
consideration for inclusion in a future update to the Connect SoCal.

SCAG is aware of the plans for the airport terminal, however at this time there is no
proposed rail connection to the Palmdale Regional Airport in Connect SoCal. The
Palmdale Regional Airport is included in the Exhibit 1 “SCAG Region Airports” map and
Table 3 “General Aviation and Reliever Airports in the SCAG Region” in the Aviation and
Airport Ground Access Technical Report.

Comment noted. SCAG will continue its outreach activities, and work to strengthen
engagement, with local jurisdictions in future plan updates. Also see the Final Public
Participation and Consultation Technical Report for further discussion of SCAG's
outreach activities related to development of Connect SoCal.

Related Documents Link

Submittal 0001441

Thank you for your comments. Comments noted.
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Bolsa Chica Land Trust

We offer the following comments on the Natural and Farmland policy, goals, and next
steps. We are pleased to see conservation of our natural lands as one of the 10 main
policies of Connect SoCal. Land preservation not only reduces greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions, but also sequesters carbon. Any investment in habitat restoration improves this
sequestration potential as well. SCAG has demonstrated that Metropolitan Planning
Organizations can play a vital, thoughtful, and science-based role in mitigating impacts to
our natural environment from transportation, infrastructure, and other development
projects. By incorporating natural and farmlands protection strategies into your policy
document, we believe the many benefits of this broad-based conservation approach will be

realized sooner than expected. We thank you for your leadership.BCLT agrees that

future development should be focused in existing city-centers and near transit. When
developments are built in the city center, it relieves pressure from the fringe. However, the
Plan fails to outline exactly how (or with what conservation mechanism) these fringe lands
(or any lands) will actually be protected. Just because the pressure is relieved by focusing
development elsewhere, doesn’t mean the land then automatically becomes protected.
Numerous organizations, ours included, focus our work on protecting important habitat
lands. A lot of time, energy, money, strategy, and political will are combined to create a
successful conservation transaction that lead to permanently conserved lands. Further, just
because local agencies may be contributing to the conservation arena, in no way should
you discount the roles of the conservation non-profit community. In short, SCAG must
identify the actual mechanism, process or plan on how the greenfields and agricultural

lands will be protected.
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Thank you for your comment. SCAG appreciates and commends the contributions to
conservation made by non-profit entities. SCAG will continue to work with this
important stakeholder group in order to implement conservation strategies listed in the
Final Connect SoCal. Suggested mechanisms for conservation are listed in Chapter 3

of the Final Connect SoCal as well as in the Natural & Farmlands Conservation Technical
Report. Additionally, Connect SoCal includes a new Regional Advance Mitigation
Program (RAMP) initiative that will establish or supplement regional conservation and
mitigation banks and support long-term management and stewardship of mitigated
properties.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001441.pdf

ID
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0001441.03

0001441.04

Comment

Bolsa Chica Land Trust

Many of the benefits of open space and parkland have been outlined in the Plan and
Natural Lands Appendix. In addition, there are many economic benefits of open space.
These are realized through increased property values, ecosystem services, support of local
businesses through park visitor purchases, and a reduction in the urban heat island effect.
Further, conservation of natural lands has many on-the-ground co-benefits like access to
recreational opportunities, preservation of important habitats and species, protection of
cultural and archeological sites, increased job opportunities, protection of
threatened/endangered species, and environmental education experiences. Our natural
lands filter water, clean the air, and provide homes for wildlife. Natural lands preservation
also protects our watersheds, rivers, and water sources. Voters consistently support
measures that benefit their local water and natural resources. The Plan outlines that the
region anticipates an additional 3.8 million people by 2045 providing increased pressure to
our existing parkland. Existing studies document that many communities in the Southern
California region already do not have enough parkland as outlined by the Quimby Act (five
acres per 1000 residents). As cities grow, more parks and more park access will be needed.
What is the mechanism for this? Additionally, and more importantly, these city parks are
fundamentally different than habitat-focused parks. Usually city and regional parks include
high intensity activities, like turfed soccer and baseball fields. The types of land acquired as
mitigation or through local conservation efforts typically focus on preservation of natural
habitat and less intensive uses (birding, hiking, etc.). In fact, many of these mitigation lands
have limited or managed public access. Providing “more” access to either high or low
intensity parks and/or habitat lands may have significant consequences for the land
manager. How additional access will be provided should be addressed, as well as how
additional lands will actually be acquired and preserved.

Wildlife corridors are critical components to Southern California conservation efforts.
Ensuring survival of the top predator and the suite of species in the ecosystem means our
natural lands must also maintain environmental functions, be sustainable over the long
term, and include plans for long term stewardship. The issue is that many housing and
transportation projects eliminate the wildlife movement corridors and fragment the
landscapes into smaller, less viable pieces of land. Ensuring our open spaces are connected
to one another is essential for species survival. Wildlife corridors allow landscapes to
maintain ecological functions, allow places for regeneration after natural disasters such as
fire, flood or landslide, and improve the resiliency in the face of climate change impacts.
The Plan would be stronger if it supported the enhancement of and/or protection of
documented wildlife corridors prior to commencing impactful projects. Many non-

profits like BCLT are working to ensure additional bays, estuaries, wetlands, bluffs, and
beaches are preserved forever. Additionally, one way our coasts are connected to inland
areas are through our rivers and streams. These riparian areas serve as recreational trail
corridors, water recharge and infiltration locations, and serve as places our wildlife use for
watering sources. However, transportation and land use generated urban runoff are still
problems. Our beaches and coastline are inundated with pollution. Litter, debris, and
pollutants should be decreased prior to reaching the coast. Ensuring everyone has a
positive experience on the sand and in the surf should be our goal, but we need to address
Southern California’s trash problem.
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The Final Connect SoCal seeks to improve mobility, accessibility, reliability, and travel
safety for the region's population, and promotes conservation of natural lands and
restoration of habitats in urban, suburban and rural settings. More information about
local park access can be found in the Environmental Justice Technical Report.

SCAG recognizes the importance of habitat connectivity to conservation and ensuring a
healthy ecosystem. Habitat connectivity areas were included as a growth constraint
principle for the Connect SoCal's scenario design, along with areas high in species
biodiversity and wetlands. Furthermore, "Improve Natural Corridor Connectivity" is a
recommended policy outlined in the Natural & Farm Lands Conservation Technical
Report, as follows: "Encourage and facilitate research, programs and policies to identify,
protect and restore natural habitat corridors, especially where corridors cross county
boundaries. Additionally, continue support for preserving wildlife corridors and wildlife
crossings to minimize the impact of transportation projects on wildlife species and
habitat fragmentation." Moreover, Connect SoCal endorses Urban Greening as a
multi-benefit land use strategy that improves the relationship between the built and
natural environment. For responses related to urban runoff, please refer to Chapter

9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact
Report.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001441.pdf
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submitted by Bolsa Chica Land Trust Submittal 0001441 Related Documents Link

0001441.05 One key way to improve the environment is through restoration projects. These can be on  Thank you for your comment. In the coming years, SCAG will be working with local
land, in riparian areas, and even in the ocean. Restoration provides benefits by adding entities to assist in the cross-jurisdictional coordination of conservation strategies, and
native plants, removing the non-native plants and their seedbank, as well as increasing we will send notifications about upcoming opportunities to the provided email address.

carbon storage, and providing improved habitats for our wildlife. Our environment benefits
from these improvements, as do our watersheds, our air, and our communities. Having
improved habitats means that our water is cleaner, our soils won’t erode as easily, it
creates jobs for local residents, and our unique biodiversity is maintained. Further, the
many endemic and threatened/endangered plants and animals benefit from these
restoration projects as well. Thank you for including restoration as a key component in the
natural lands and agricultural policy. We feel it is important to note that although
restoration dollars are available through State measures, there is overwhelming
competition for those dollars, particularly for Southern California where restoration
projects are typically more expensive to implement. SCAG support of restoration will be an
important element to achieving restored and functioning habitats. Thank you for

reviewing our comments and we look forward to working with SCAG on the
implementation of this Plan, especially as it relates to the conservation policy and Natural
and Farmlands Appendix. In addition, we request to be included on any notifications
(electronic or otherwise) about this policy’s creation and implementation, please send
information to me.

submitted by  Bureau of Engineering, City of Los Angeles Submittal 0001298 Related Documents
0001298.01 The opening year for Project ID LAF7207, Anaheim Street Widening, should be updatedto = Comment noted. The requested completion year modification has been made to
2023. LAF7207.
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Comment

California Air Resources Board

California Air Resources Board (CARB) staff appreciate the opportunity to review
andengage with the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) staff on
thedraft update to its Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy(RTP/SCS) known as "Connect SoCal." This work is more important than ever
asCARS's first SB 150 progress report showed that California is not on track to meet
thegreenhouse gas (GHG) reductions expected under Senate Bill (SB) 375 for 2020
andthat vehicle miles traveled (VMT) is increasing. To achieve the State's
climatemandates, California needs significant and immediate changes to how we plan,
fund,and build our communities and transportation systems. Recognizing this,Governor
Newsom signed Executive Order N-19-19 this past September to redoublethe State's
efforts to reduce GHG emissions, with an explicit focus on lowering VMT.The SCS plays a
critical role in supporting the State's climate efforts, as well as localobjectives to create an
economically vibrant region that responds to the needs of itsdiverse communities and
provides better access to jobs and cleaner air for itsresidents. We appreciate SCAG's work
as we endeavor together to achieve theseshared goals.In meetings held in December
2019 and January 2020, CARB staff voiced concernsthat SCAG's 2020 draft RTP/SCS is
missing information CARB needs to conduct itsGHG evaluation under SB 375. For all third
round RTP/SCSs, like Connect SoCal,CARB will focus on assessing whether plan GHG
reductions are reasonably supported with regional implementation actions and
investments. After discussing theseexpectations, CARB and SCAG staff agreed on
additional information andclarifications that SCAG staff will make in the final 2020
RTP/SCS based on CARB'supdated Sustainable Community Strategy Program and
Evaluation Guidelines.

CARB staff appreciate SCAG staff's cooperation and commitment to incorporate
theseitems, which include:e Adding performance reporting for the year 2035 to
demonstrate how SCAG's plan meets the 2035 GHG emissions reduction target (e.g .,
through changes inVMT, mode split, and trip length).

Clarifying what strategies are being quantified for credit toward achievement of SCAG's SB
375 2035 target, and making sure these correspond to thestrategies listed in SCAG's
Technical Methodology submittal to CARB.Currently, the strategies listed in the draft
RTP/SCS and the TechnicalMethodology are different and use inconsistent terminology.

Clarifying the description of SCAG's Preferred Scenario/Final Growth Vision asreferenced
in the SCS Technical Report and Chapters 3 and 4 of the Draft Plan,so CARB staff can
identify what principles SCAG has applied to develop thefinal adopted development
pattern, and to what extent SCAG's preferredscenario is a change from current trends.

Adding information identifying the commitments, investments, and actionsSCAG and its
local members are making to demonstrate why the land usegrowth constraint
assumptions in the plan are likely to be implemented, andtherefore reasonable for
inclusion.

Adding long-term induced demand analysis information and associatedestimates of VMT
and GHG into the final plan's GHG emissions and VMT.

15

Response

Submittal 0001531 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your comments. Comments noted.

Thank you for taking the time to review and comment on the draft Connect SoCal. SCAG
is very appreciative of the cooperative, constructive relationship we enjoy with ARB. In
response to comments received from ARB staff, SCAG will add per capita GHG emissions
reduction performance reporting data for the year 2035 in the Final Performance
Measures Technical Report.

Comment noted. The referenced text has been edited in the GHG Reduction Approach
section of the Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report.

Comment noted. The referenced text has been edited to further describe the Final
Growth Vision in the Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report and Chapter 3
of Connect SoCal.

Comment noted. The referenced text has been edited in the Sustainable Communities
Strategy Technical Report to further clarify these assumptions.

Comment noted. The referenced information has been added to the Sustainable
Communities Strategy Technical Report.
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0001531.10

0001531.11

Comment

California Air Resources Board

Clarifying how the current 6 th cycle and previous 5th cycle regional housingneeds
allocation (RHNA) are or are not reflected in the plan, so CARB can verifythat the plan
development pattern and strategies reflect best availableinformation, and are therefore
reasonable.

In addition, as we discussed, we request that SCAG staff provide the followinginformation
that is equally critical to our evaluation:e Adding reporting of observed data as it relates to
achievement of the latest2020 targets, and if needed, discussing what adjustments and
changes SCAGhas prioritized in the SCS to get the region on track to achieve its 2020
targetas soon as is reasonably practicable. Given that 2020 is a milestone year forSB 375,
CARB staff expect that MPOs will continue to monitor and reportcurrent observed data as
it relates to the 2020 targets within their SCSs.

Adding data on the status of implementing all strategies and actions that wereincluded in
its previous 2016 RTP/SCS such that CARB staff can discernprogress the region has made
towards meeting its GHG emissions reductiontargets through its implementation efforts.
SCAG should also includediscussion of how this information has influenced change in the
set of strategiesand actions included in the 2020 RTP/SCS. CARB's evaluation will
includereporting on the region's implementation status.

Clarifying for each strategy what SCAG staff is assuming regarding theapplicable
geographic scope, with specific locations if known; theimplementation timeframes; and
what measureable actions and investmentsSCAG and its member agencies will make to
support and track strategyimplementation. CARB will use this information to assess
whether thestrategies are likely to be implemented as assumed, and are
thereforereasonable for inclusion and credit.

Adding this information is especiallyimportant for the following highlighted draft
strategies:- Pricing strategies (i.e., mileage-based user fees, TNC user fees,

andcongestion pricing). SCAG may be able to attribute emissions reductionsfrom these
strategies toward SB 375 target credit provided what the region implements is above and
beyond State actions. To do so, SCAG needs toprovide the above requested information
(i.e., geographic scope,implementation timeframes and measureable actions and
investments) andshould clarify how SCAG has made reasonable adjustments to
previouspricing assumptions from the last plan. For example, providing evidence
ofregional actions to support pricing implementation.(See pages 28- 29 of CARB's
Updated Final Staff Report Proposed Update to the SB 375 GreenhouseGas Emission
Reduction Targets at:https:/ /ww3.arb.ca.gov/cc/sb37 5/sb37
5_target_update_final_staff_report_feb2018.pdf?
ga=2.25614781.1272438952.1572376271-1067821673.1540248233 and Final Sustainable
Communities StrategyProgram and Evaluation Guidelines at
https://ww?2.arb.ca.gov/resources/ documents/scs-eva luationresources,for discussion of
Local/Regional Pricing Policy.)
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The 5th Cycle RHNA determined the region’s housing need from January 2014 through
October 2021 to be 412,137 units (53,179 housing units per year). The portion of
Connect SoCal’s forecast covering the years 2016-2030 projects 891,000 additional
households (64,000 new households per year) which would be more than sufficient to
address the 5th Cycle RHNA.Also see Master Response #1 regarding RHNA.

Comment noted. Direct observed data on vehicle miles traveled or greenhouse gas
emissions data is not yet available. SCAG has added clarification text to discussions
about the 2020 target.

Comment noted. The status on 2016 RTP/SCS implementation is provided throughout
various Connect SoCal Technical Reports and within Chapter 3. SCAG staff are
committed to providing the requested information and submitting a summary with the
Final Connect SoCal Technical Methodology.

Comment noted. Updates have been made to the Sustainable Communities Strategy
Technical Report to clarify the strategies included in Connect SoCal.

Comment noted. Additional detail has been added to the Sustainable Communities
Strategy Technical Report.
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0001443.01

Comment

California Air Resources Board

Multimodal dedicated lane strategy. SCAG needs to provide the aboverequested
information (i.e., geographic scope, implementation timeframesand measureable actions
and investments) and should clarify why it isreasonable to assume emissions reductions
from conceptual-phasecomplete streets projects for the 2020 RTP/SCS that are not
reflected in thefiscally constrained RTP project list.

Adding regionally specific data to support SCAG's adjustment of baseline triplevel VMT
and GHG emissions for Telemedicine and E-Commerce tripreductions for medical and
retail trips for the 2020 RTP/SCS. CARB staff areconcerned about SCAG's inclusion of
Telemedicine and E-Commerce baselineVMT adjustments based on the data SCAG is using
to develop its assumpt ions.SCAG is currently using information based on national and
international dataregarding health care claims and retail sales and has not provided
clearevidence that trends in these data sets translate to reductions in GHGemissions,
trips, or VMT in Southern California. We understand that SCAG isworking to provide local
data to CARB, as well as develop a more conservativeapproach. However, if SCAG cannot
provide sufficient local supporting data,CARB staff recommend removing these
assumptions from the 2020 RTP/SCSand reevaluating their inclusion in subsequent
RTP/SCS updates once local dataare available.

CARB staff are committed to working with SCAG staff on potential approaches to address
these requests and remedy aspects of SCAG's technical methodology for estimating GHG
emissions. Without this information, it is difficult for staff to determine whether the

draft RTP/SCS would meet the targets. It would be helpful to receive the identified
information prior to adoption, so that we have an opportunity to discuss any further issues.
We look forward to continuing our collaboration with SCAG.

California Community Builders / The Two Hundred

We write to follow up on the comments we made during the Scoping Plan, as a civil rights
organization focused on promoting minority home ownership and opposing government
"redlining" actions that result in residential segregation and disparate harms to California's
minority communities. We are deeply distressed that the draft Connect SoCal RTP/SCS

Plan is even more forcefully aimed at ending minority home ownership opportunities in
California's most populous region, especially since the majority of the region's residents
are minorities- and especially since homeownership has long been recognized as the most
successful pathway to the middle class and the intergenerational wealth accumulation that
helps fund income interruptions from injmies or job losses, college expenses for kids, and
other unplanned expenses for all family members. Senate Bill 375 expressly requires SCAG
to develop and periodically update these regional plans to meet the region's actual (not
aspirational based on some "end capitalism" or "massively redistribute wealth" advocacy
vision) housing and transportation needs. SB 375 also requires that these regional plans
accommodate for continued economic growth (which we believe requires preserving
upward mobility for California's hard working minorities, as well as young people), and
actually advance California's climate leadership not simply induce Californians to leave to
other states to find housing they can afford to buy, allowing California to falsely claim a
GHG reduction credit for reducing its population and in-state economic activities.
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While the multimodal dedicated lanes are in the conceptual phase, the potential cost of
the strategy is accounted for in the Project List as a regional initiative for expanded bus
service (project 7120007). SCAG staff are committed to providing the requested
information and submitting a summary with the Final Connect SoCal Technical
Methodology.

Local data and very conservative estimates have been developed for telemedicine and
will be discussed with CARB. For E-Commerce, SCAG is further reviewing local
information and has similarly made very conservative estimates for inclusion in the final
plan and will be discussing with CARB. SCAG staff are committed to providing the
requested information and submitting a summary with the Final Connect SoCal
Technical Methodology.

Comment noted. SCAG staff have worked closely with CARB staff in refining the Connect
SoCal Technical Methodology, discussing and addressing CARB staff's questions and
concerns on the Draft Connect SoCal. SCAG staff are committed to providing the
requested information and submitting the Final Connect SoCal Technical Methodology
in a timely manner.

Submittal 0001443 Related Documents Link

The referenced comments include various claims without support by data and analysis.
The Final Connect SoCal includes extensive Environmental Justice (EJ) analyses
documented in the Environmental Justice Technical Report. It is important to note that
the EJ Technical Report contains findings that the implementation of Connect SoCal
does not disproportionately impact low-income and minority populations and, in many
instances, would improve future conditions for such populations.
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California Community Builders / The Two Hundred

We are fully supportive of the SB 375 goals- but we oppose making minorities the collateral

damage in California's war on climate change. We oppose the RTP/SCS as an unlawful
agency action to promote de jure residential racial segregation while exacerbating the
adverse environmental, commuter health, and family welfare harms caused by

intentionally increasing roadway gridlock. We further conclude that the Program EIR for the
RTP/SCS is false, as well as wholly unlawful, for failing to acknowledge that the catastrophic
physical, social, and civil rights consequences of the SoCal Connect plan's high density infill

rental housing, someone-else-should-ride-the-bus agenda, including further increases in

homeless and poverty with attendant significant adverse health, safety , and environmental

impacts. We support an "all of the above" strategy for solving the housing crisis, which

brings a clear-eyed recognition of what the region's families can actually afford to buy (and

rent), and which matches the region's overwhelming transportation mode automobile

choice with transportation plan solutions that actually work for people - not agencies, not
staff, and not the legion of consultants who profit from taxpayer-funded planning that has

not, and does not, work in the real world. SCAG's prior SB 375 plans did not reduce VMT.
VMT increases with population and employment. SCAG's prior SB 375 plans were

implemented when both the homelessness and housing crisis got much worse, not better.

Professor Einstein said the definition of "insanity" is doing the same thing over and over
again while expecting a different outcome. The SoCal Connect Plan is indeed insane: it
provides neither housing nor transportation solutions that match the needs of the region,
especially the needs of the region's minorities and young people.

We further support a rationale and transparent consideration of all regional greenhouse

gas reduction strategies, not simply the fiction that Vehicle Mile Travelled (VMT) reductions

for California families will actually meaningfully reduce global GHG. The fact is that SB
375's GHG reduction mandate was unlawfully converted into an unlawful VMT reduction
mandate by the California Air Resources Board in an unlawful underground regulation

"guidance" document that is no less than a bureaucratic putsch to end-run the Legislature's

repeated refusal to mandate regressive (and ultimately racist) VMT reductions. By aiding
and abetting CARBiIn this unlawful and racially discriminatory anti-housing and anti-
transportation plan, SCAG joins CARB in violating the civil rights of the region's minority
population while making zero -or negative- progress in reducing global GHG.In fact, SB
375 did not authorize any agency, including SCAG, to make homeownership unattainable,

worsen the homelessness crisis, and increase housing costs and make transportation more
costly and less efficient for hard working minorities and young people. In adopting SB 375

the Legislature considered, and expressly rejected, requiring the reduction in Vehicle Miles
Travelled (VMT) as a climate legal imperative in California. Later legislation to require VMT

reductions have likewise failed, which is not surprising given the inherently regressive

consequences of increasing commute durations and costs for the very people priced out of

more proximate housing, the overwhelming ongoing dependence of Californians on cars
and falling transit utilization, and the far more equitable and effective climate change
strategies and mandates that have been adopted by the Legislature.
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Comment noted. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to
Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR. The Final Connect SoCal includes

extensive Environmental Justice (EJ) analyses documented in the Environmental Justice
Technical Report. It is important to note that the EJ Report contains findings that the
implementation of Connect SoCal does not disproportionately impact low-income and
minority populations and, in many instances, would improve future conditions for such
populations. Also see the Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report

regarding housing affordability.

Comment noted.SCAG's Connect SoCal is required to meet the regional Greenhouse
Gas (GHG) emissions reduction target per SB 375, specifically a 19% per capita GHG
reduction compared to the 2005 level. The per capita VMT reduction estimates of
Connect SoCal is derived from meeting the regional GHG reduction target, and is also
dependent on the mix of GHG reduction strategies. The Final Connect SoCal includes
extensive Environmental Justice (EJ) analyses documented in the Environmental Justice
Technical Report. It is important to note that the EJ Report contains findings that the
implementation of Connect SoCal does not disproportionately impact low-income and
minority populations and, in many instances, improves future conditions for such
populations.Also see the Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report

regarding housing affordability.
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California Community Builders / The Two Hundred

While CARB and its allies routinely assert that transportation is the largest GHG emission
sector left in California, they omit the fact that the cars needed by people to get to and
from work and attend to medical appointments, family care, and other routine family
needs, are both increasingly cleaner - with more electric car mandates underway - and

account for only a fraction of the plane, train, shipping, and heavy duty truck transportation

sector GHG. They also routinely omit the fact that California already has a very low per

capita VMT relative to other states outside the historic East Coast, that passenger car smog

emissions have dropped by more than 99% through the methodical and transparent
regulatory implementation of the Clean Air Act, that VMT has of course actually
substantially increased - with the highest increase by far coming from Latino workers and

families. They also ignore the fact that coastal Southern California already has the highest

population densities in the United States. We implore SCAG to resist the lure of redlining
by elitist anti-car and anti--homeownership planners, and avoid violating civil rights, air
quality, transportation, and housing laws to appease the takeover of land use
decisionmaking by CARB to worsen California's homelessness, housing and poverty crises.

Residential re-segregation in Southern California is already well underway based on the
housing crisis, which has caused a shortage of housing supply and skyrocketing housing
costs in the region, and which has in tum resulted in relentless increase in the homeless

population, and caused California to have the nation's highest poverty rate- and by far the

highest poor population count based on US Census Bureau data. In even more accurate
poverty data compiled by United Way of California, even when state public assistance is
taken into account (e.g., assistance with rent, childcare, food and medical care), nearly
40% of Californians - disproportionately minorities, children, and seniors - cannot meet
routine monthly living expenses. Struggling to Stay Afloat: The Real Cost Measure in
California 2019, https://www.unitedwaysca.org/realcost. "Redlining" to exacerbate
redlining remains endemic in California's government agencies through tools like the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): the most common target of CEQA lawsuits
are housing, and within the SCAG region 14,000 housing units were challenged in just a
three year study period. Virtually all (99%) of the challenged housing was in urbanized
areas not greenfields, most (70%) was within one-half mile of the 2016 SB 375's priority
transit areas, and most (78%) were in the region's whiter, wealthier and healthier
communities rather than in the designated minority "environmental justice"
neighborhoods suffering from higher poverty and unemployment rates, and lower
educationaland health outcomes, for residents. California Environmental Quality Act
Lawsuits and California's Housing Crisis, Hastings Law School Environmental Law Journal,
Fall 2018 https://repository.uchastings.edu/hastings environmental law
iournal/vol24/iss113/
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Comment noted that cars are increasingly cleaner. This fact has already been included
in the EMFAC model used to estimate the GHG emissions for the Final Connect SoCal
and additional strategies will be needed to meet the GHG reduction target. SCAG's

Final Connect SoCal is required to meet the regional GHG reduction target per SB 375,
specifically a 19% per capita GHG reduction compared to the 2005 level. The per capita
VMT reduction estimate of the Final Connect SoCal is derived from meeting the regional
GHG reduction, and is also dependent on the mix of GHG reduction strategies. The

Final Connect SoCal include extensive Environmental Justice (EJ) analyses documented
in the Environmental Justice Technical Report. It is important to note that the EJ Report
contains findings that the implementation of Connect SoCal does not disproportionately
impact low-income and minority populations and, in many instances, improves future
conditions for such populations.Also see the Sustainable Communities Strategy
Technical Report regarding housing affordability.

Comment noted.The Final Connect SoCal includes extensive Environmental Justice

(EJ) analyses documented in the Environmental Justice Technical Report. It is important
to note that the EJ Report contains findings that the implementation of Connect SoCal
does not disproportionately impact low-income and minority populations and, in many
instances, would improve future conditions for such populations.Specifically, the

topic on neighborhood change and displacement is one of the 18 performance
indicators analyzed in the EJ Technical Report which indicates no disproportionate
impact on vulnerable communities based on SCAG’s EJ analysis. SCAG's EJ analysis
concludes that the neighborhood change and displacement indicator does not
disproportionately impact low-income and minority populations at the regional scale
but would require special attention on a project-by-project basis. In such cases,
neighborhoods that may potentially experience neighborhood change or displacement
may utilize recommended practices and approaches relating to housing in the Toolbox
Section of the EJ Technical Report. Please refer to the EJ Technical Report for specific
methodologies and conclusions on neighborhood change and displacement.Also see
the Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report regarding housing affordability.
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0001443.06 The 200 has filed three civil rights lawsuits against state agencies that have weaponized Comment noted on the three lawsuits filed by The Two Hundred against state
CEQA as an anti-housing, anti-transportation redlining litigation cudgel to be deployed agencies.

against housing that hard working minority families can afford to buy. The first lawsuit
targeted CARB's four measures in the CARB scoping plan, including the unlawful VMT
reduction mandate rejected by the Legislature; in unsuccessfully attempting to dismiss that
lawsuit, CARB's attorneys argued that it was lawful for CARB to engage in racially
discriminatory housing practices because housing was not a protected class. The second
lawsuit sought disclosure under the Public Records Act of documents deemed by CARB and
its allied agencies such as the Office of Planning and Research (OPR) to be "too
controversial" for public release; attorneys for the state have employed a variety of
litigation tactics to delay that lawsuit by nearly two years. The most recent lawsuit
challenged the anti-housing 2018 expansions of CEQA regulations, and is attached hereto
as a separate comment to this letter because SCAG's draft SoCal Connect Plan -like its
unlegislated and unlawful CARB and OPR predecessors- is a violation of the state and
federal constitutional due process and equal protection provisions, violates state and
federal fair housing act laws, and violates air quality and transportation and land use laws,
by distorting approved housing and transportation plans that have already been approved
by voters, elected officials, and environmental and transportation agencies, to intentionally
increase traffic congestion and intentionally curtail or even eliminate market rate housing
that is actually affordable for purchase by the majority-minority median income workers in
the SCAG region. Each paragraph in the attached Complaint is a separate comment, and
provides factual and legal evidence demonstrating that the draft SoCal Connect Plan is as
unlawful as the discriminatory anti-housing regulatory expansion of CEQA.

0001443.07 The Program EIR for the plan is likewise unlawful under CEQA. The plan ignores the For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
environmental consequences of its economically infeasible (to the vast majority of the (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
region's residents, including especially minorities) high cost, high density infill-only housing  PEIR.
plan, which will cause more homelessness, poverty, out-migration, and supercommutes.

The San Francisco Bay Area, which has pursued this failed high density infill-only strategy
for a decade, now draws workers from 21 counties - an explosion of "supercommuters"
forced to live ever-greater distances away from the woke advocates who decided that
global climate change required the wholesale adoption of bikes and scooters instead of
cars, and 500 square foot one-bedroom apartments costing $4000 per month. Even in the
Bay Area, which has median incomes well in excess of Los Angeles, this fictional "housing
plan" has left thousands of approved high rise apartments unbuilt because they are
financially infeasible, and has created gridlock conditions so bad that even commuters in
counties adjacent to San Francisco have earned "supercommuter" status by spending more
than 90 minutes per day on the road.
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0001443.08 The Program EIR's deficiencies span every single environmental impact section based on For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
the document's willful omission of any analysis of the mismatch of the plan's housing and (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
transportation "solutions" with the urgent housing and transportation needs of the PEIR.

community. If the plan called for a housing solution consisting of $1 million mansions, it's
racist and exclusionary character would be obvious. In fact the plan does something much
worse, by calling for $1 million small condos (or equally costly rental apartments), because
high density and even medium density housing costs 3-7 times more to build than two
story homes, duplexes and townhomes. If the plan called for a transportation solution that
banned driving every Friday, those who must be physically present-on time -at their job to
remain employed and be paid would be grossly harmed, while those in the "keyboard
economy" of college graduates working on agency plans and studies could happily remain
in their pajamas clacking away on their computers at home. In fact the plan does just that,
with a VMT reduction mandate from CARB that is the equivalent of eliminating a weekday
of driving. (Although called GHG reduction in the plan, but counted as a GHG reduction by
CARB only if it derives from VMT reductions per CARB's unlawful underground regulatory
"guidance" to SCAG and other MPQOs). Construction workers, nurses, teachers, emergency
responders, and the hundreds of other job categories that require physical presence
onjobsites can't do their work wearing jammies in their kitchen- and these workers, and the
region's economy, need a transportation system that actually works.
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Also included in this comment letter, as a separate comment for which responses are
required, is the 200's lawsuit against the four anti-housing measures in the CARB scoping
plan, which includes in detail the adverse physical consequences to the environment of
these measures - inclusive of the VMT reduction mandate, and imposition of higher costs
and litigation obstacles to housing. These are the same impacts ignored in the Program EIR
for the draft SoCal Connect Plan.The Program EIR is also fatally flawed in failing to
acknowledge, and assess the impacts of, accommodating the 1.34 million new homes
assigned to the region in the latest Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) cycle, or
SCAG's preliminary allocation of new housing obligations among the counties and cities of
the region which constitutes the best available information about the future location of this
planned growth, or the SCAG Board's endorsement of requiring most of the new housing
units - 1 million - to be built in Orange and Los Angeles county. The 200 takes no position
on whether this is an accurate housing number, or whether SCAG's initial distribution of
these units is appropriate or final. CEQA, however, requires that this additional housing be
assessed as part of the cumulative impact analysis under every CEQA threshold of
significance used in the Program EIR, and otherwise required by CEQA. The Program EIR
also violates CEQA by failing to identify, and implement, all feasible mitigation measures for
each of the dozens of significant unavoidable impacts identified as consequences of SoCal
Connect Plan implementation. CEQA requires the full and complete assessment even of
feasible mitigation measures that are outside the jurisdiction and control of SCAG itself to
implement or enforce, and includes the lead agency's (SCAG's) obligation to identify such
measures as being within the jurisdiction and control of specified other agencies which
SCAG believes can and should implement such measures. SCAG cannot escape CEQA
compliance because it is politically difficult, technically complex, or requires an assessment
of the reasonably foreseeable consequences of failing to provide housing solutions that the
region's people can afford or transportation solutions that the region's people actually
need.
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For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.
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The 200 implores SCAG, which has done tremendous analysis and work for decades, to
apply its own knowledge to develop an alternative regional land use and transportation
plan that actually does provide housing that is affordable for purchase by median income
families, and transportation solutions that do ease congestion and reduce gridlock. Part of
this solution is undoubtedly some high density housing in the wealthiest neighborhoods
where $1m condos and $4000 rents are in fact affordable. Virtually none of the solution
for median and above-median income families can be paid for by taxpayers, given the
overwhelming needs and extraordinarily high cost of providing housing for the homeless,
special needs populations, and the lowest income families. Practical solutions for solving
the housing and transportation crisis will reduce GHG by preventing the need for people to
move to high GHG states to find housing they can afford, and clean car and other
transportation sector legal mandates will reduce GHG just as smog was reduced from a
combination of emerging technologies and actual rulemaking rather than underground
regulations.The preparation and analysis of an alternate housing and transportation plan
that actually complies with SB 375's mandate to accommodate the housing, transportation,
and economic expansion of the region will require recirculation of the Program EIR. An
honest and legally adequate assessment of the draft SoCal Connect plan's adverse
environmental, health and safety consequences - and the legally adequate identification
and assessment of feasible mitigation measures in and outside SCAG's jurisdictional reach-
will also require recirculation of the Program EIR. Finally, the legally required cumulative
impact assessment of accommodating the RHNA housing allocation for the region- all of
which is to occur within the earlier years of the planning horizon used in the SoCal Connect
plan, will likewise require revision and recirculation of the Program EIR.
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Comment noted. See the Sustainable Communities Strategies Technical Report
regarding housing affordability. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to
Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.
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It is immoral, and unlawful, for any public agency in California to worsen the homelessness
and housing crisis. It is immoral, and unlawful, for any public agency in California to
discriminate against minority families, or worsen poverty for the 40% of Californians who
cannot meet their monthly expenses. SCAG has no history of such immoral and unlawful
conduct, and - when handed a racially discriminatory and unlegislated mandate by a state
agency like CARB - should resist the lure of joining in the long line of California agencies
that engaged in intentionally discriminatory redlining practices. The 200 has two videos -
the history of redlining, and CEQA as redlining- on its website at
https://www.thetwohundred.org/. The 200 urges SCAG staff and leaders to reconsider the
plan, and substantially revise the Program EIR. Finally, we understand that SCAG staff is
concerned that delaying approval of the unlawful SoCal Connect Plan and Program EIR
pending completion of a lawful and effective housing and transportation plan for the region
could cause the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to determine that
the region is in nonconformance with Clean Air Act mandates. Members of The 200 have a
long history, and very high success rate, in persuading both federal and state agencies -
with and without lawsuits - to stop engaging in racially discriminatory practices. Given
California's willingness to sue the current federal administration on environmental matters,
and the emergency nature of the California homelessness and housing crisis, we would be
pleased to assist SCAG in advocating for the necessity of a one year extension for the
conformity determination. There is also precedent for this one year extension in San Diego.
Unsubstantiated hypothetical fears of a delayed conformity determination to force
approval of an infeasible and discriminatory housing and transportation plan is, bluntly,
elevating bureaucratic bean counting over the actual needs of actual people.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions, would like any further
information, or would like to discuss a consensual path forward. Some of our members
have been civil rights leaders for more than 50 years, and had hoped that civil rights laws
had finally addressed the decades of de jure racial discrimination by public agencies. We
commend to your collective attention The Color of Law, by Richard Rothstein, which
describes in detail the scores of residential housing discrimination practices inflicted on
minorities by state and local agencies in California. Mr. Rothstein calls this the "forgotten"
history of redlining in America. We have not forgotten, and stand ready to litigate -as a last
resort - to prevent the recurrence of redlining under the bureaucracy's new favorite label
of climate change. We can reduce GHG emissions; we cannot deprive minorities of
attainable homeownership and effective transportation solutions.
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Comment noted. See the Sustainable Communities Strategies Technical Report
regarding housing affordability. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to
Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.

Comment noted.
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Dear Connect SoCal Team: Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Southern Thank you for your comment. Comment noted.

California Association of Governments (SCAG) 2020 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and
Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) (collectively called Connect SoCal). In 2012, with
release of the prior RTP/SCS, Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks coordinated a cross-
county regional conservation coalition focused on the inclusion of natural lands mitigation
and policies within that SCAG plan. Our organization, California Cultural Resource
Preservation Alliance, Inc. (CCRPA), is now a part of this growing coalition in 2020.

CCRPA works in Los Angeles and Orange counties and has since 1998. Our mission is to
protect and preserve cultural resources such as sacred sites, archaeological sites, historic
sites, and Traditional Cultural Places in Southern California with a focus on Orange and Los
Angeles Counties. Preservation of natural and farmland results in the preservation of these
cultural resources. We have had important successes since our inception including the
preservation of the 100-acre, 7,000-year-old Tomato Springs site in east Irvine.

We offer the following comments on the Natural and Farmland policy, goals, and next Thank you for your comment. Impacts to cultural and archaeological resources are
steps. Many of the benefits of open space and parkland have been outlined in the Plan discussed in the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR). For
and Natural Lands Appendix. We wish to make sure that the protection of cultural responses related to the Draft PEIR, please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to
resources is not overlooked. It has been estimated that 90% of archaeological sites in Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.

southern California have been destroyed to make way for development. We strongly
support the preservation of open space as the means of protecting the remaining cultural
and archaeological sites that are an important part of our national patrimony. In addition,
there are many economic benefits of open space. These are realized through increased
property values, ecosystem services, support of local businesses through park visitor
purchases, and a reduction in the urban heat island effect. Further, conservation of natural
lands has many on-the-ground co-benefits like access to recreational opportunities,
preservation of important habitats and species, increased job opportunities, protection of
threatened/endangered species, and environmental education experiences. Our natural
lands also filter water, clean the air, and provide homes for wildlife. Natural lands
preservation also protects our watersheds, rivers, and water sources. Voters consistently
support measures that benefit their local water resources.
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The plan outlines that the region anticipates and additional 3.8 million people by 2045
providing increased pressure to our existing parkland. Existing studies document that many
communities in the Southern California region already do not have enough parkland as
outlined by the Quimby Act (five acres per 1000 residents). As cities grow, more parks and
more park access will be needed. What is the mechanism for this? Additionally, and more
importantly, these city parks are fundamentally different than habitat-focused parks.
Usually city and regional parks include high intensity activities, like turfed soccer and
baseball fields. The types of land acquired as mitigation or through local conservation
efforts typically focus on preservation of natural habitat and less intensive uses (birding,
hiking, etc.). In fact, many of these mitigation lands have limited or managed public access.
Providing “more” access to either high or low intensity parks and/or habitat lands may have
significant consequences for the land manager. How additional access will be provided
should be addressed, as well as how additional lands will actually be preserved.Wildlife
corridors are getting more and more attention these days. Ensuring survival of the top
predator and the suite of species in the ecosystem means our natural lands must also
maintain environmental functions, be sustainable over the long term, and include plans for
long term stewardship. The issue is that many housing and transportation projects
eliminate the wildlife movement corridors and fragment the landscapes into smaller, less
viable pieces of land. Ensuring our open spaces are connected to one another is essential
for species survival. Wildlife corridors allow landscapes to maintain ecological functions,
allow places for regeneration after natural disasters such as fire, flood or landslide, and
improve the resiliency in the face of climate change impacts. The Plan would be stronger if
it supported the enhancement of and/or protection of documented wildlife corridors prior
to commencing impactful projects.

Thank you for reviewing our comments and we look forward to working with SCAG on the
implementation of this Plan, especially as it relates to the conservation policy and Natural
and Farmlands Appendix. Should you need to contact me, | can be reached at 949 559-
6490. In addition, we request to be included on any notifications (electronic or otherwise)
about this policy’s creation and implementation, please send information to
p.martz@cox.net.
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Thank you for your comment. Connect SoCal seeks to improve mobility, accessibility,
reliability, and travel safety for the region's population, and promotes conservation of
natural lands and restoration of habitats in urban, suburban and rural settings. More
information about local park access can be found the Environmental Justice Technical
Report. SCAG recognizes the importance of habitat connectivity to conservation and
ensuring a healthy ecosystem. Habitat connectivity areas were included as a growth
constraint principle for the Connect SoCal's scenario design, along with areas high in
species biodiversity and wetlands. Furthermore, "Improve Natural Corridor
Connectivity" is a recommended policy outlined in the Natural & Farm Lands
Conservation Technical Report, specifically to "Encourage and facilitate research,
programs and policies to identify, protect and restore natural habitat corridors,
especially where corridors cross county boundaries. Additionally, continue support for
preserving wildlife corridors and wildlife crossings to minimize the impact of
transportation projects on wildlife species and habitat fragmentation."

Thank you for your comment. In the coming years, SCAG will be working with local
entities to assist in the cross-jurisdictional coordination of conservation strategies. Your
group is encouraged to participate in the effort, and we will send notifications about
upcoming opportunities to the provided email address.
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The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) wishes to thank the Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG) for the opportunity to review and comment
on the Draft Connect SoCal, 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) and Draft Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR).Caltrans applauds SCAG's use of innovative techniques and methodologies in
engaging constituents within its six-county jurisdiction through its "Bottom-Up Local Input
and Envisioning Process". Building upon the previous 2016 RTP/SCS, the Draft Connect
SoCal plan boldly implements sustainable planning strategies aimed to increase active
transportation plans and products, increase ridership and use of various forms of transit,
improve the infrastructure ofgoods movement, reduce congestion and Vehicle Miles
Traveled (VMT), and create more diverse and affordable housing; while reducing
greenhouse gases and advancing healthy communities amongst other transformative
efforts.The Draft Connect SoCal plan was distributed to Caltrans' Headquarters and
Districts 7 (Los Angeles and Ventura Counties), 8 (San Bernardino and Riverside Counties),
11 (Imperial County), and 12 (Orange County). The offices within each District and Division
were given the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft RTP/SCS and Draft PEIR
documents according to the California Regional Transportation Plan Guidelines.Connect
SoCal's core vision coupled with its goals and guiding principles helps to further an
interconnect region. Moreover, SCAG's commitment to strengthen previous investments in
our multi-modal transportation system and with focused direction for future plan
investments results in increasing the region's overall resiliency, prosperity and
competitiveness. Specific comments on the Draft RTP/SCS chapters and appendices are
included in Attachment A and specific comments on the PEIR are included in Attachment
B.

Caltrans Headquarters - Office of State Planningl. The introduction is clear and

informative on the regulations that guide the RTP development process however, RTP's are
also influenced by the policies leveraged by the State. Suggest including additional
language on SB 391 (2009) which also requires the California Department of Transportation
to prepare the California Transportation Plan (CTP), California's long-range transportation
plan. Reference to the CTP would illustrate the interrelationship between regional and
statewide transportation objectives - highlighting howmajor metropolitan areas, rural
areas, and state agencies can coordinate planning efforts to achieve critical statewide
goals. Consider the following:"To better coordinate with the State, Connect SoCal was
developed to align with The California Transportation Plan (CTP). The CTP is a long-range
statewide level transportation plan that combines regional transportation and land-use
plans to produce a unified multimodal strategy to achieve our collective vision of a lasting
and well integrated transportation system that benefits both people and goods over the
next 25 years."2. While the plan is visually appealing and easy to read, consider including
discussion on other Caltrans modal plans where necessary. With regards to the
transportation complexities that exist throughout the State, differentiating the statewide
goals from local/regional needshelps emphasize the challenges associated with
transportation targets set forth by the State. Doing so also highlights the strategies
proposed within the Connect SoCal to address transportation shortfalls within the SCAG
region.
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Thank you for your comments on the Connect SoCal and associated PEIR. Comment
noted. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact
Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, and Chapter 10,
Corrections and Additions, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.

Comment noted. SCAG will take your recommendations into consideration.
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Caltrans Headquarters- Aviation & Aeronautics1. Land use and zoning around airports is

an important element to consider and guidance can be found in the California Airport Land

Use Planning Handbook (Handbook). Land use compatibility with an adopted general plan
is the responsibility of each Airport Land UseCommission (ALUC). Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plans should be regularly updated and reference current general plans to

prevent incompatible land uses that encroach upon or threaten airport operations. Airports
enable the movement of people and goods. They allow a community access to the nation's

air transportation system. Airports are a valuable community resource enabling public
services, such as medical transport and law enforcement. Future uses may include freight
and package delivery as the use of Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) develops.2. Traffic
congestion is one of the leading issues in transportation planning. The emerging concept

urban air mobility (UAM) is expected to provide a new solution by making use of the three-

dimensional airspace to transport passengers and goods in urban areas. AirportShuttle

and Air Taxi markets are viable markets. We are aware of Uber announcing Los Angeles as

one of the first cities to offer Uber Air flights, with the goal of beginning demonstrator
flights in 2020 and commercial operations in 2023. The City of Los Angeles is creating an
aerial mobility network integrated with its other transportation systems and
investments.3. UAM largely is dependent on vertical takeoff and landing (VTOL)
operations in urban areas. UAM application is to build well-distributed infrastructures to

support VTOL aircraft operations. Those infrastructures are heliports and vertiports (or sky

ports), where VTOL aircrafts take off and land, onboard or disembark passengers, and get

charged. The Federal Aviation Administration has Advisory Circular 150/5390-2C to provide

guidance on permitting and siting heliports.
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Comment noted. Along with collaborating with the airports, Caltrans, the (city and local)
transportation commissions and agencies, and the federal agencies (e.g. Federal
Aviation Administration, Federal Highway Administration), SCAG works with the Airport
Land Use Commissions (ALUC) in the region. For instance, the regional forecast (FAA-
Terminal Area Forecast and airport activity numbers) and the airport level forecasts
(provided to SCAG by the airports) were forwarded to all (Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange,
Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura) of the county ALUCs in the SCAG region. As
SCAG completes the Connect SoCal, the approach going forward will be to continue
working and building partnerships with the county ALUCs in the SCAG region. In
addition to the collaboration and communication with different government agencies
and associations, SCAG is also monitoring new technology and legislation that can
potentially impact the transportation system. Urban Air Mobility (UAM) and Vertical
Take-Office and Land (VTOL) technology are addressed in Connect SoCal in different
technical reports (e.g. “Emerging Technologies”, “Aviation and Airport Ground Access),
and are of interest to SCAG due to their potential impacts on regional mobility, safety,
and the environment. Part of the monitoring of new technologies includes
communicating with industry representatives. SCAG meets with representatives from
UAM and VTOL companies on a regular basis. Furthermore, while not involved in the
regulation and permitting of aircraft, SCAG continues to follow the efforts of the FAA to
monitor and regulate new aircraft technology, including UAM and VTOL, especially as
more companies go online. For instance, SCAG staff recently attended a presentation by
Raquel Girvin, which included information on VTOL and drones. As part of the ongoing
research, analysis, collaboration, and planning, SCAG will to refer to the FAA Advisory
Circular 150/5390-2C for further guidance on VTOL technology.
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4. Significant legal/regulatory, certification, permitting/licensing, infrastructure, and
weather constraints exist for currently operating aircraft. Vertiport or heliport locations
should be carefully reviewed with consideration of its impact on potential UAM demand,
safety,environmental impacts, land uses, energy distribution and demand, and
transportation system performance.5. Can SCAG's RTP/SCS draw from Air Cargo
projections and congestion/demand management strategies to formulate planning for
logistics impacts from the growing consumer demand for home deliveries?6. Please note
below the following Codes for implementation in the Aviation input into the SCAG Draft
RTP and its Aviation Technical Appendix:e PUBLIC UTILITIES CODE- PUC---e DIVISION 9.
AVIATION [21001 - 24451]e (Division 9 added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 151)e ARTICLE 3.5.
Airport Land Use Commission [21670- 21679.5]e (Article 3.5 added by Stats. 1967, Ch.
852)e SCAG also note: 21670.2.¢ Sections 21670 and 21670.1 [These are the sections
that require ALUGS in any county with public-use airports-DOC] do not apply to the County
of Los Angeles. In that county, the county regional planning commission has the
responsibility for coordinating the airportplanning of public agencies within the county. In
instances where impasses result relative to this planning, an appeal may be made to the
county regional planning commission by any public agency involved. The action taken by
the county regional planning commission on an appeal may be overruled by a four-fifths
vote of the governing body of a public agency whose planning led to the appeal.
http://planning.lacounty.gov/aluc7. And, to clarify, our Cal. Aviation System Plan (CASP)
update is not for the 2016 Policy Element directly. We're following a required 5-year
update cycle, but the Plan will embark on a new course without "elements;" instead
aligning with CTP 2050 to assist inter-modalgoals.
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Comment noted. As discussed in the “Regulatory Framework” section of the Aviation
and Airport Ground Access Technical Report, while MPOs do not have regulatory,
certification, or funding authority over airports, airspace, and aircraft, MPOs do play a
critical collaborative and consultative role with the airports, transportation agencies and
commissions, and federal agencies, including the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).
Authority over aircraft certification and regulation, including new aircraft technology
such as Urban Air Mobility, and air navigation and safety, fall under the jurisdiction of
the FAA. Moreover, as an MPO, SCAG is concerned with the airports and aviation
system primarily from the perspective of surface transportation, and ground access to
and from the region’s airports. However, as discussed in the “Regulatory Framework”
section, U.S. Code and FAA guidance encourages MPOs to maintain a collaborative and
consultative role with the airports and the FAA. As part of the collaborative and
consultative role MPOs play in aviation systems planning, SCAG closely monitors new
developments in technology and legislation, including regulation and land-use, as they
impact safety, mobility, and the environment in the SCAG region. For instance, the
Emerging Technology Technical Report subsection, “Medium to Long Term
Technologies,” highlights vertical take-off and landing aircraft. In addition to monitoring
and highlighting technology and legislation, SCAG works closely with the airports,
transportation commissions and agencies, Caltrans, and the federal agencies (e.g. FAA,
Federal Highway Administration) regarding the airports and regional transportation
planning. SCAG’s collaboration with the different agencies and jurisdictions includes
both passenger and goods movement in the region. Specifically concerning the impact
of air cargo on logistics and the surface transportation system, the Goods Movement
Technical Report addresses the air cargo system and regional trade flows. In particular,
the “Airports” and “Air Cargo and Regional Trade Flows” sections address the impact
that the rapid growth of air cargo in the region has had on the SCAG region’s
transportation system, and the section, “Connect SoCal — Achieving the Regional Goods
Movement Vision” highlights different strategies and projects designed to address the
growth in cargo and freight activity within the region. As part of the ongoing effort to
plan for the safe, environmentally sound, and effective transportation of people and
goods in the region, SCAG will continue to collaborate, communicate, and coordinate
with Caltrans, the transportation agencies and commissions, the airports, and the FAA
and other federal agencies.
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Caltrans Headquarters - Office of Regional PlanningThe Office of Regional Planning (ORP)
would like to commend SCAG for their vivid and creative approach to demonstrating
SCAG's 20-year vision for the future.Overall, the page references on the RTP Checklist
included whole chapters and entire technical reports. We recommend that SCAG reference
specific page numbers for each question on the RTP Checklist with their Final RTP
submission.Below are the following comments in reference to the RTP Checklist
Contents:General#2. The document identifies several strategies but does not delineate
whether they are short-range and long-range strategies/actions (23 CFR 450.324(b )).#3.
There is mention of the elements required throughout the report, but as a public document
this checklist should reference more specific pages instead of whole chapters and technical
reports. Also, the report doesn't have specific sections dedicated to each element i.e.
policy, action, and financial (California Government Code Section 65080). These elements
should be clearly defined and easily accessible by specific page numbers.#4(a). The
referenced pages are missing the general location of uses and building intensities. (HQ
referring to the page numbers that SCAG identified on the RTP Checklist. SCAG should
ensure 4(a) of the RTP Checklist is fully addressed, specifically, the general location of uses
and building intensities within the region).#4(b). There is a lot of information to decipher
and it is not clear that SCAG identified areas within the region sufficient to house all the
population of the region, including all economic segments of the population over the
course of the planning period of the regionaltransportation plan taking into account net
migration into the region, population growth, household formation and employment
growth.#4(h). SCAG identified one map on page 23 of their SCS Technical Report (HQ is
referring only to the SCS. It seems that SCAG labeled all of their appendices with "Technical
Report," but the specific requirement in RTP Checklist 4(h) refers to the SCS
requirement).This does not set forth a forecasted development pattern for the region,
which, when integrated with the transportation network, and other transportation
measures and policies, will reduce the greenhouse gas emissions frorn automobiles and
light trucks to achieve, if there is a feasible way to do so, the greenhouse gas emission
reduction targets approved by the ARB.
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An updated checklist for the Final Connect SoCal will be shared with Caltrans after plan
adoption.
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#7. The outdated RTP Checklist that SCAG provided did not include question 7. Please
provide the appropriate page references with an updated
checklist.Consultation/Cooperation#3. It is difficult to clearly determine that SCAG
consulted with the appropriate State and local representatives including representatives
from environmental and economic communities; airport; transit; freight during the
preparation of the RTP (23 CFR 450.316(b)). Please identify the specific pages for
reference.#4. Please ensure that the final plan includes reference that federal lands within
its jurisdictional boundary involve the federal land management agencies during the
preparation of the RTP (23 CFR 450.316(d)).#5. It is difficult to determine where the RTP
specifies that the appropriate State and local agencies responsible for land use, natural
resources, environmental protection, conservation and historic preservation were
consulted (23 CFR 450.324(g)).#6. Please include specific page reference that the RTP
includes a comparison with the California State Wildlife Action Plan and (if available)
inventories of natural and historic resources (23 CFR 450.324(g)(1 &2)).#15. It is not clear
that the RTP will be adopted on the estimated date provided in writing to State
Department of Housing and Community Development to determine the Regional Housing
Need Allocation and planning period (start and end date) and align the local government
housing element planning period (start and end date) and housing element adoption due
date 18 months from RTP adoption date (Government Code
65588(e)(5)).Programming/Operationse The outdated RTP Checklist that SCAG provided
did not include a Programming/Operations Section. Please provide the appropriate page
references for each question on the updated checklist.Financial#4. It is difficult to
determine which projects are regionally significant. Please ensure that all regionally
significant projects are identified (Government Code 65080(4)(A)).#9. In the
Transportation Finance Technical Report neither TCMs or SIP is mentioned. - Please ensure
that the final RTP address the specific financial strategies required to ensure the identified
TCMs from the SIP can be implemented (23 CFR part 450.324(f)(11 )(vi)).
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The revised updated checklist was shared with Caltrans on 01/09/2020. The checklist
for the Final Connect SoCal will be shared with Caltrans after plan adoption.
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Caltrans Headquarters- Office of Freight PlanningOverall, much of the Plan, specifically
the Goods Movement Technical Report, includes vague and broad statements that are
either not supported directly by data, analysis, or supporting evidence, or are supported
with indirect and loosely (at best) related data and analysis. When data is sourced, it is
cited in a way that makes it impossible to fact-check it or replicate the analyses. The
language is so broad and vague that the plan does not leave the reader with a clear
understanding of how the system works. For example, each goods movement mode is
independently discussed within its section, and the plan is missing a section (discussion)

that ties together and analyzes all the freight modes for a true multimodal freight system.

The Plan'sstructure, styles, multicolor headings are confusing to read and difficult to
identify the section relationships (e.g., main and subsections). We have listed main
comments below.Draft Connect SoCall. Broad and a Vague Content with Limited
Supporting Data and Analysis2. Page 74 through 82, A significant portion of the main
body includes broad and sweeping claims with limited, if any supporting data and
analysis.3. Page 81, Table 3.3, SCAG Region Airport Passenger Forecast for 2020-2045 (no
citation)4. Significant portions of supporting data are either not cited or not properly
cited. As a result, this data cannot be checked for accuracy, and the analysis cannot be
replicated. For charts with multiple data sources, one cannot determine what source is
attached to the data.5. Provide professional citations. For example, see page 78, Truck
Bottleneck Relief Strategy and Industrial Warehouse & Distribution Centers6. Missing
Significant Freight Information7. Chapter 4 is missing a discussion of National Highway
Freight Program funding and the Trade Corridor Enhancement Program.
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SCAG believes that the information in the Goods Movement Technical Report conforms
to the citation style used throughout Connect SoCal. While each goods movement
mode is discussed separately, it is important to note that each modal section discussion
includes clear references and linkages to other modes and the overall goods movement
system. Specifically, the section titled "Supply Chains and the SCAG Region" provides an
overview of both international and domestic trade flows, modal movement types
through three major system components (seaports, air cargo, and border crossings),
and the five (5) most critical goods movement dependent industries (manufacturing,
construction, retail, wholesale trade, and transportation and warehousing). These
sections tie together how the regional multimodal system ties together. The structure,
styles, and headings are an aesthetic consistent with the rest of Connect SoCal and not
limited to the Goods Movement Technical Report.1. SCAG feels that the information

in the Goods Movement Technical Report conforms to the citation style used
throughout Connect SoCal.2. Pages 74 through 82 includes a summary overview of
goods movement in the region. It is not intended to be exhaustive. For more detail
information, data, and analysis, please refer to the Goods Movement Technical Report.
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Goods Movement Technical Report (GDPR)The Goods Movement Technical Report
contained very little technical information. We expected to find supporting data, analysis,
and methodologies for planning the regional freight system. Instead, the information was
only slightly more detailed than what we found within the main document. In fact, the
GMTR included very little supporting evidence, and sources are not cited in a way that
allowed the reader to fact-check or replicate the analysis.1. A section for Pipelines, a key
and critical freight mode recognized by the U.S. Department of Transportation as well as
the California Department of Transportation, is not included withinthis report. Include a
Pipeline section with the other freight modal sections (e.g., Rail, Seaports, Airports,
Highways)2. Significant portions of the main body and the GMTR include broad and
sweeping claims with limited, if any supporting data and analysis. For example, there is no
direct supporting data and evidence included in the a-commerce section. We see broad
statements such as e-commerce has greatly increased, and that e-commerce has negatively
impacted neighborhoods. However, we did not see any direct supporting evidence. We
expected to see the number of increased trips related to a-commerce, but instead, we saw
an increase in the dollars spent. This data does not support that there are more trips, as
customers may be buying more expensive items or more items that are delivered on the
same trip. Also, all forms of e-commerce a lump together. For example, Amazon purchases
that are ordered online and delivered directly to the customer are combined with
purchases that are ordered online at places like Target, Walmart, and Best Buy, where the
customer can choose to pick up their purchase at the store. The store pick-up purchases
are similar to the Sears Catalog (started in 1893) when customers ordered out of a catalog
via the mail and picked up their purchases at Sears. We recommend separating the
different types of "a-commerce" and addressing them individually.3. Page 5, First
Paragraph: Define goods movement dependent jobs and provide examples for the
industries
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SCAG believes that the information in the Goods Movement Technical Report conforms
to the citation style used throughout Connect SoCal.1. SCAG will address goods
movement through pipelines in its upcoming update of the Comprehensive Regional
Goods Movement Plan and Implementation Strategy.2. SCAG believes that the
information in the Goods Movement Technical Report conforms to the citation style
used throughout Connect SoCal. SCAG notes the growth in e-commerce value in the
section titled "E-Commerce". The section specifically discusses data gathered from the
U.S. Census Bureau's Monthly Retail Trade data and corresponding data for retail sales
come from the Electronic Shopping and Mail-Order Houses industry classification, which
is from the North America Industry Classification System (NAICS). This category is
defined as “establishments primarily engaged in retailing all types of merchandise using
means, such as catalogs, toll free telephone numbers, or electronic media, such as
interactive television or the Internet. Much of the data about e-commerce sales is held
by the private sector and proprietary. In addition, there is currently no consensus
methodology for accurately measuring how specific goods tied directly to e-commerce
move other than value. As to whether e-commerce increases or decreases consumer
trips, SCAG included this comment in the body to indicate that the impact is unknown:
"The ubiquity of e-commerce also begs questions related to the impacts of growing
congestion (especially on neighborhood streets), competition for valuable curb space
for deliveries and whether vehicle-miles-traveled (VMT) are decreasing as a result of
consumer trip substitution or increasing as consumers simply buy more online."
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4. Page 5, First Paragraph, "Jobs in goods movement dependent industries are generally
well-paying,with annual average compensation in the construction, manufacturing, and
wholesale trade sectors outpacing the average annual compensation for all regional
industrysectors.": Support with specific data (not just averages) so that we can see the
range in pay to the job. Using averages can greatly skew the results (e.g., low wage jobs
offset by CEO salaries). Also, support with more data, including data sources (including
reports, data tables) so that the analysis can be replicated.5. Page 6, Maintaining the
Long-term Economic Completeness of the Region: Either provide useful information, data,
and analysis or delete this section.6.Page 6, Promoting Local and Regional Job Creation
and Retention: Provide supporting evidence and data. Provide the specific number of jobs
that are created by the ports as well as the number of regional jobs created by
"international trade activities." Define International trade activities. Also, link the
infrastructure to the economy.7. Page 17, Distribution Centers, Warehousing and
Transloading Facilities: This section includes unsupported statements and claims. Include
supporting evidence and data, and professionally source and cite the data.8.Page 17,
Consumer Base, "This growth in residents and income is expected to drive consumer
spending and demand for goods, increasing pressure on the regional transportation
network.": Support with evidence and data, and professionally cite the data
source(s).9.Page 26, Highlight Area, Trade in the SCAG Region, First Paragraph: Define
"current Administration" by giving its name. Also, is it regional, state, or federal?
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4. The data for the average pay for jobs in goods movement dependent industries in the
SCAG region is based on data from the U.S. Census Bureau's American Factfinder. SCAG
collected data using the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes
for each industry. This data included the number of employees in each industry along
with the annual payroll for each industry. To arrive at average pay for each industry for
each year, SCAG divided the annual payroll by industry by its number of employees. The
introduction of labor classifications from the Department of Labor's Equal Employment
Opportunity (EEQ) occupational codes and a subsequent division of these codes
between "low-wage" jobs and "CEO salaries" exceeds the scope and intent of this
information, to roughly indicate larger trends or regional goods movement dependent
industries. Exploration of a more granular examination among occupational codes in
goods movement dependent industries may be considered in subsequent and
comprehensive technical analysis such as the upcoming update of the SCAG
Comprehensive Regional Goods Movement Plan and Implementation Strategy.5. The
section titled “Maintaining the Long-Term Economic Competitiveness of the Region” is
intended to be a summary articulation of the overall vision for the regional goods
movement system which is to support a world-class, coordinated Southern California
goods movement system that accommodates growth in the throughput of freight to the
region and nation in ways that support the region’s economic vitality, attainment of
clean air standards, and quality of life for our communities. It is not intended to be a
technical analysis. The data and analysis are provided in the proceeding pages of the
Goods Movement Technical Report.6. 6. The section titled “Promoting Local and
Regional Job Creation and Retention” is intended to be a summary articulation of the
overall vision for the regional goods movement system which is to support a world-
class, coordinated Southern California goods movement system that accommodates
growth in the throughput of freight to the region and nation in ways that support the
region’s economic vitality, attainment of clean air standards, and quality of life for our
communities. It is not intended to be a technical analysis. The data and analysis are
provided in the proceeding pages of the Goods Movement Technical Report.
Specifically, the report includes summary overviews of jobs related to the seaports,
airports, and border crossings as well as those related to goods movement dependent
industries. International trade is any trade that involves the exchange of goods across
international borders and is self-evident. However, SCAG will add a footnote to define
international trade. Finally, the report clearly links infrastructure to international trade
repeatedly throughout the report and concludes with a list of infrastructure projects
necessary to support goods movement in the SCAG region.7. SCAG feels that the
information in the Goods Movement Technical Report conforms to the citation style
used throughout Connect SoCal.8. An increase in the number people and spending
power necessitates increased demand for goods and consequently greater amounts
freight-related traffic on regional infrastructure to deliver said goods. The projected
increase in population is noted in the Goods Movement Technical Report. For more
information about demographic growth, including population and employment, please
refer to the Final Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report.9. The

preceding sentence discusses national polices for the U.S. and this sentence refers to
the implementation of tariffs, which can only be administered by Congress or the
President. “Administration” in this instance refers to the U.S. Presidential
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Administration.

10.Most of the supporting data is either not cited or not properly cited. As a result, this SCAG feels that the information in the Goods Movement Technical Report conforms to
data cannot be checked for accuracy, and the analysis cannot be replicated. For charts with the citation style used throughout Connect SoCal.
multiple data sources, there is no way to determine what source is attached to the data.

Provide professional citations. For example, when using the US Census data, include the

Program (American Factfinder), the table (e.g., DP05), and the date(s) or when using the US

DOT data, include the Program (FHWA), the report, table, website, and the date(s). This is

important so that a reader can fact-check the data and replicate the analysis. Without this

critical information, the reader must question the validity of the data and analysis.

Examples include but are not limited to:-Page 4, Table 1-Page 7, Improving the Safety of

Goods Moment Activities and Highlight Area: regional Goods Movement Workforce

Development-Page 14 Exhibit 3-Page 15, Table 2, footnote 6, 7, and 8-Page 16, Figure 1,

Airports, International Land Ports-of Entree-Page 17 Distribution Centers, Warehousing

and Transloading Facilities, and footnotes 1 0 and 11-Pages 18 and 19, Highlight Area,

Seaports and Regional Trade Flows, Figure 2, and footnote 13-Pages 2020 to 34, Figure 3to

Figure 19, Footnotes 14, 17,18, 19, 20, 21,2223, 25,26, 30 (FAF Version?), 31,32,33, 34, 35,

36, 37,38, 39, 40,41, 42,43, 44, 45, 46, 47,48

Miscellaneous Comments1. Page 3, What is Goods Movement? A pipeline, a key freight SCAG will address goods movement through pipelines in its upcoming update of the
mode is missing from this section. Comprehensive Regional Goods Movement Plan and Implementation Strategy.
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1. Page 3, Broad Economic Benefits: As currently written, this section is not
understandable. Consider rewriting this section to include a clear introduction, thesis
statement, bodyparagraphs, a restatement of the thesis, and a conclusion.2. Page 3,

Broad Economic Benefits - First Paragraph: Who uses "performance" as a proxy: Without a
subject, the relevance of this statement is unclear. What is the difference betweenthe
performance of the logistics industry and the contributions of the five major industries?
Why does SCAG consider contributions of the "five major industry sectors ... " more closely
associated? Why were the agriculture and service industries (e.g., repairpersons)
notincluded?3. Page 3, Broad Economic Benefits, Second Paragraph: Clearly link this
discussion within this paragraph to the introduction above. As it is currently written, it is
unclear how the GRP/GDP are connected (or not) with the five major industrial sectors.
Also, what is "this economic impact"? Define "this economic impact."4. Page 3, Broad
Economic Benefits, Third Paragraph: Clearly link this discussion within this paragraph to the
first, introduction paragraph. Are the "good movement dependent industries" the same as
the "five major industry sectors"? If not, how are they different. What is the difference
between a sector and an industry? A layperson and technical expert should be able to read
this and understand. As this is currently written, neither can.
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1. SCAG feels this section if understandable, and without examples of specific issues to
revise, no changes can be made. It is important to remember that this section is
intended to be a summary introduction to the economics impacts of goods movement.
The section provides an introduction to the industries that are most associated with the
economics of goods movement, GRP contributions, job contributions, and linkages to
physical infrastructure and gateways that facilitate trade. Subsequent data and analysis
are found in the proceeding pages of the Goods Movement Technical Report.2. SCAG
uses performance as a proxy. The logistics industry is one of the five major goods
movement dependent industries encompassed within the transportation and
warehousing sector. As stated in the first paragraph, SCAG considers the five goods
movement industries as the best proxies because these industries most directly rely on
the goods movement system and constitute the majority of GRP and jobs in goods-
producing sectors. While the agriculture sector is important, its GRP and jobs
contribution is not as large as the other five sectors. While the services sector does
precipitate some goods movement activities, it is much less than the five goods
movement industries. 3. These two paragraphs are linked. Following the introduction

of the five goods movement industries, the text says “One of the ways this economic
impact is measured is through gross regional product (GRP). Similar to gross domestic
product (GDP), which is often used as an indicator of a nation’s economic health, GRP is
a monetary measure of the market value of the goods and services produced in the
region.” The next paragraph then notes that economic impacts includes jobs in addition
to GRP. Also, under the preceding section titled “What is Goods Movement?”, it is
noted that goods movement “supports industries and activities that provide jobs, tax
revenue and resources that bolster innovation, creativity and access to local and world
markets through trade.” These are economic impacts.4. Thank you for the comment.
SCAG feels these paragraphs are linked and it is clear that the five industries mentioned
in the preceding paragraphs are the ones referenced here.
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5. Page 4, Table 1- Change in Average Annual Pay for Goods Movement Dependent
Industries in the SCAG Region 2012-2016: The introduction sectors reference five sectors;
this table includes seven sectors. Why?6. Page 5, First Paragraph: Define freight

dependent jobs.7. Page 5, Regional Global Profile: Consider renaming this section the
United States Global Profile as the narrative references the U.S. and not the SCAG region.
Also, absent from this section is a discussion regarding the impacts of California's climate
policies on So Ca Port'scompetitiveness with other U.S. and international ports.8. Page 5,
Regional Global Profile- Second Paragraph: Consider rewriting this paragraph because it is
confusing.9. Page 6, First Paragraph: Identity who expects them to grow and by how
much? Support this statement with evidence.10. Page 6, Second Paragraph: Replace

"recent" with a specific date and identify the specific shift(s) (e.g., percentages) and policies

as well as the specific impacts of those shifts. It is not unusual for the federal reserve to
adjust, so it is important that this statement is supported with evidence and a citation.11.
Page 6, Goods Movement Vision: This vision is focused on freight movement; however, it
should also focus on servicing the people (e.g., brings food and clothing to the people in
the region). By focusing on throughput and other technical details, the basic needs that
freightmovement provides for are overlooked. It is helpful to plan for freight movement
using a lens of what the region would look like without freight accessibility.12. Page 7,
Increasing Freight and Passenger Mobility: Populate this section with useful information
like specific strategies for improving goods movement and how the region is going to
double rail volumes. Also, include the current freight performance by mode (or reference
to a different section that contains that information) and what needs to be done to
maintain that performance into the future.13.Page 7, Improving the Safety of Goods
Movement Activities: Are there currently issues, if so, what are they?14. Page 7,
Mitigating Environmental Impacts of Goods Movement Operations: Explain why and
provide cited data, analysis, and evidence supporting this claim.
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5. The table includes only the average pay for five goods movement sectors:
manufacturing, wholesale trade, construction, retail trade, and transportation and
warehousing. The subsequent row is the total average of the five goods movement
dependent industries. The final row is the total average of the five goods movement
industries minus retail which is normally low-paying. The final row is intended to show
that aside from jobs in the retail industry, jobs in the other four goods movement
dependent industry are rather well-paying. 6. Goods movement jobs are those in the
five goods movement dependent industries defined throughout the report:
manufacturing, construction, retail trade, wholesale trade, and transportation and
warehousing. This is noted in the text under the header “Broad Economic Benefits” on
page 3, Table 1 on page 4, and with the sentence on page 5 “Jobs in goods movement
dependent industries are generally well-paying.” It is also noted in the sections on the
five goods movement dependent industries discussion in the "Domestic Trade Flows
and Goods Movement Dependent Industries” section. SCAG has clarified the definition
of a goods movement dependent job.7. The section is a high-level summary of the
SCAG region and its role in the global supply chain. SCAG feels this title is appropriate
and consistent with the content in the section. More information about climate change
and the goods movement system can be found in the Goods Movement Environmental
Strategy and Technology Advancement Plan section of the Final Goods Movement
Technical Report. 8. Without specifics, it is difficult to revise as SCAG is unsure what is
confusing about the text.9. In 2019, despite imports and exports from China being
down 13 and 20 percent, overall Asian trade was only 2 percent below the historical
average from 2003-2019. This means that many individual Asian countries saw a strong
increase in trade for 2019. The SCAG region is still seeing nearly 85 percent of imports
and just below 70 percent of exports from/to Asia. Unless supply chains substantially
shift, regional market share is expected to remain heavily skewed towards Asia. Looking
to China specifically, imports and exports are anticipated to increase through 2021.
2019 was a strong year for China overall, and near-term expectations are more
tempered globally, especially as the impacts of the Coronavirus are assessed in 2020.

10. The rate that the borrowing institution pays to the lending institution is determined
between the two banks; the weighted average rate for all of these types of negotiations
is called the effective federal funds rate. The effective federal funds rate is essentially
determined by the market but is influenced by the Federal Reserve through open
market operations to reach the federal funds rate target. In this context, "recent" refers
to the time period prior to the recent recession. Per historical trends from the Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis, the effective federal funds rate in November 2019 stood at
1.55 percent versus 5.25 percent in 2007 prior to the recent recession. While rates grew
during the recovery from 2015 - mid-2019, they are once again dropping. Since 1960,
rates have only been lower than 1.55 percent three times. SCAG will update the text to
clarify this information. 11. Comment noted. SCAG identifies that freight serves the
needs of businesses and consumers multiple times in the Goods Movement Technical
Report.12. The section is intended to be a summary articulation of one goal of the
overall vision for the regional goods movement system which is to support a world-
class, coordinated Southern California goods movement system that accommodates
growth in the throughput of freight to the region and nation in ways that support the
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region’s economic vitality, attainment of clean air standards, and quality of life for our
communities. It is not intended to be a technical analysis. The requested information
related to system performance is provided in the proceeding pages of the Goods
Movement Technical Report.13. The section is intended to be a summary articulation

of one goal of the overall vision for the regional goods movement system which is to
support a world-class, coordinated Southern California goods movement system that
accommodates growth in the throughput of freight 14. The section is intended to be a
summary articulation of one goal of the overall vision for the regional goods movement
system which is to support a world-class, coordinated Southern California goods
movement system that accommodates growth in the throughput of freight to the
region and nation in ways that support the region’s economic vitality, attainment of
clean air standards, and quality of life for our communities. The importance of
mitigation, data and analysis are provided in the report, particularly in the section titled
Goods Movement Environmental Strategy and Technology Advancement Plan.
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15.Page 7, Highlight Area: Regional Goods Movement Workforce Development, Second
Paragraph, First Sentence: "Currently, the U.S. is nearing, or at, full employment": Provide
properly cited data supporting this claim. Also, link this to the SCAG region.16. Page 9,

First Paragraph: Define "dead-end-jobs."17. Page 9, Seaports First Paragraph: Footnote 2:
The WSC is a group. Please include a specific source (interview, report) that is properly
cited so that readers can find the documentation of this statement.18. Page 9, Seaports,
"percent of all containers in the U.S. moving through the San Pedro Bay Ports.3 Despite
some recent modest shifts in container volumes to other U.S., Canadian and Mexican ports,
the total container volume for the San Pedro Bay Ports is still expectedto grow to over 34
million by 2045, a 120 percent ... ": How was this analysis performed. What is the data
source (including citation)? Model type, name, version?19. Page 9, Seaports, "35 percent
of the San Pedro Bay Ports' total import-related traffic. The other 65 percent is assumed ...
": Did this data also come from footnote 3? If not, source the data, and provide a
professional citation.20. Page 9, Seaports, Third Paragraph - "deconsolidation of the
contents": Define for laypersons.21. Page 9, Seaports, Third Paragraph - "Transloading
allows for the movement of increased amounts of goods while ... ": This statement may or
may not be correct. For example, it may be that the region has gotten to the point that the
transportation system is so congested thatthere is no capacity to support any more trips
(freight or other) regardless of container. So, provide data, analysis, and supporting
evidence for this claim as it relates to the current and future SCAG freight system.22. Page
10, Railroads, First Paragraph, First Sentence, "Critical to the growth": Demonstrate how
BNSF and UP are critical to SCAG's growth. For example, what functions to they play in
SCAG's economy? Support with professionally cited data and evidence.
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15. SCAG has added clarification to indicate that many economists define full
employment as any time a country has a jobless rate equal or below what is known as
the “non-accelerating inflation rate of unemployment,” or NAIRU. This is the theoretical
level of unemployment at which inflation would be expected to rise. While there is no
formula for calculating a NAIRU level, the Federal Reserve estimates that the NAIRU
level is somewhere between 5% to 6% unemployment. According to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics, the current unemployment level in the U.S. in January 2019 was 3.6
percent. The unemployment rate for the SCAG region was approximately 3.7 percent in
the same period according to the California Employment Development Department
(EDD). Both are below the NAIRU level indicating the MSA is at or near full employment.
While there are some limitations to NAIRU, it is a sufficient indicator to show overall
employment trends in the region for the purposes of this plan.16. For the purposes of
the Goods Movement Technical Report, the term "dead-end" jobs referred to those
jobs with little-to-no opportunity for career or wage growth. SCAG has changed the text
to clarify.17. The citation style is consistent with the MLA citation style used

throughout Connect SoCal. 18. The growth in the number of containers moving

through the San Pedro Bay Ports is based on the latest twenty-foot equivalent (TEU)
forecast from the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach conducted by Beacon
Economics. A citation has been added.19. SCAG feels that the information in the

Goods Movement Technical Report conforms to the citation style used throughout
Connect SoCal.20. A footnote defining deconsolidation has been added.21. By
consolidating, or combining smaller cargo shipments into larger shipments, shippers are
able to use less equipment, expend less fuel, and better allocate other resources such
as labor to reduce costs. The cost savings resulting from these activities outweigh the
costs of congestion. However, it is also important to note that shippers also use
transloading for other reasons including to 1) better manage inventory and to minimize
sales forecast errors, 2) consolidate high demand product into a minimal number of
containers, expedite unloading at destination, 3) save on transportation costs when the
inland location has limited export volume, leaving ocean carriers to reposition empty
marine containers, and 4) perform value-added services on products to make them
store-ready or easier to handle upon arrival at destination.22. Class | railroads are
defined by the Surface Transportation Board as those with revenue thresholds "having
annual carrier operating revenues of $250 million or more in 1991 dollars," which
adjusted for inflation was approximately $465,8701 in 2019. Per research from the
Towson University Regional Economic Studies Institute commissioned by the
Association of American Railroads in 2017, railroads, and their investments, make
economic contributions by supporting jobs, providing connections to domestic and
global markets for regional businesses, easing the burden on regional railways, and
promoting growth of local communities through the infusion of funds into the market
and government budgets. SCAG has added a citation indicating this in the Final Goods
Movement Technical Report.
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23. Page 12, Second Paragraph: Who reduced the number of times freight itself(?) was

handled, how was the freight handled, and what is the base year for the speed, efficiency,

damage, and security. What year was the performance assessment developed that
measured these items and identified that the efficiency and speed increased, the damage

was reduced, and security became greater? Was the same base year and performance year

used for all six intermodal terminals? Did all terminals follow the same methodology and
use the same data? Support with professionally cited data and analysis.24.Page 12, "In
addition to these intermodal terminals, there are railyards that serve carload traffic of
various types. UP has a large carload freight classification yard at West Colton (at the east
end.": Does this section capture all the rail yards that serve carload traffic of various
types?25.Page 15, Airports, First Paragraph: It appears that multiple data sources and
perhaps years were used to produce the number included in this section. With this said,

there is a real concern that the analysis is comparing "apples with oranges" or that selective

data wasused.26. Page 16, Figure 1 Air Cargo Tonnage through SCAG Regional Airports
2000-2018: It appears that this table was constructed based on a mix of data and analysis
that is not consistent. | suspect that this is a comparison of apples and oranges. See my
comments regarding the data sources.27. Page 17, Supply Chains and the SCAG Region:

Consider rewriting this section so that a layperson can understand. For example, what are

product demand forecasting and production planning?
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23. Intermodal facilities increase efficiency and decrease supply chain costs for shippers.
Some of the major functions performed in intermodal facilities include the transfer of
cargo between modes, freight assembly in preparation of transfer, freight storage,
logistical control and distribution of product flows. Concentrating these operations in
one location can allow for savings realized through economies of scale. Finally, there
may be increased security, for example, as goods are not normally at rest and are
continually moving. SCAG has added a citation noting this. 24. The intent was to
capture the major/core rail yard facilities including intermodal rail yards, classification
yards, and auto facilities. These do not include other capacity/operating areas like
siding/staging track areas for car equipment, locomotive/railcar maintenance yards, or
other access/operational capacity locations. 25. Airport data is provided from

multiple sources in varying units. For example, the FAA provides landed cargo weight
including the weight of each airplane and its cargo. Many airports directly report cargo
in tons, but can include metric/short tons and even weight. The varying data sets were
used to validate multiple sources to confirm that information provided from Caltrans
was consistent with information directly reported from the Los Angeles World Airports
(LAWA) and Ontario International Airport. Total tonnage from these three sources
matches 1:1. In addition to total tonnage, LAWA and Ontario provide further details
including domestic versus international tonnage, mail-related tonnage, and even
enplaned versus deplaned tonnage by domestic and international. This information is
necessary to do similar comparisons between seaports and land ports for import/export
and domestic trade flows. 26. Airport data is provided from multiple sources in

varying units. For example, the FAA provides landed cargo weight including the weight
of each airplane and its cargo. Many airports directly report cargo in tons, but can
include metric/short tons and even weight. The varying data sets were used to validate
multiple sources to confirm that information provided from Caltrans was consistent
with information directly reported from the Los Angeles World Airports (LAWA) and
Ontario International Airport. In addition to total tonnage, LAWA and Ontario provide
further details including domestic versus international tonnage, mail-related tonnage,
and even enplaned versus deplaned tonnage by domestic and international. This
information is necessary to do similar comparisons between seaports and land ports for
import/export and domestic trade flows. 27. Comment noted.
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Caltrans District 7 - Freight PlanningGoods Movement Technical Report1. Last mile
Delivery-page 2. METRO sponsored a conference in this regard, and it was also a focus in
conjunction with INUF Conference in 2019. A more extensive discussion was expected.

Additionally, no discussion provided on "First mile."2. Page 16 of 32-Exhibit 3: -The "SR-

206" shield should be Interstate 215. (same comment on exhibit 6 on page 52 of 132) -The
"SR-30" shield should be SR-210. -The "1-210" shield that is shown to the right of the

juncture of SR-57 and 210 should be SR-210 (Interstate 210 becomes SR-210 at the junction

with SR-57. -Recommend the "county lines" are shown in different color as they are very
similar to the highways not identified as part of the "Primary Highway Freight System."-
What year is the US DOT source?-NOTE: To the extent above information occurs in other
exhibits, this should be considered a global comment.e East-West Corridor-page 51.
There is no "project scope" information, and no reference to any project(s) in the list of
projects.e Appendix 1 of 1-page 123. Although multiple footnotes are from 2019, the

discussion provided does not seem to include the most current information related to POLA

(and possibly POLB) in this regard.

Page 34 - Exhibit 2.5- There are lots of gradients in the LAIOC region; suggest doing a zoom

box to show the land use breakdown in better detail.

Page 40- Figure 2.5/2.6 (and other graphs throughout)- Color choices for poor and good are

very similar, which makes it hard to read tables quickly.

Page 59: Core Vision- Paragraph 1: Fix-It First is commonly associated with the SHOPP
program; suggest mentioning it here.

Planning for 2045- typos in Line 1

California Department of Transportation

Page 69 -Active Transportation -"Walking and bicycling are accessible forms of

transportation for people of all ages, abilities and socioeconomic backgrounds." This is not

technically for certain abilities. Line could be read as exclusionary.

Page 77- Express Lanes Table Line 3- Los Angeles -1-405 -Add 1-105 Express Lane (Should
be add 1-405 Express Lane?)

Page 163 - Measure R - Measure R has no sunset as of Measure M's approval.

The goal of maintaining and rehabilitating the existing system is a laudable goal. The goal,
according to SB-1, is to have 98% of the state highway system in each county operating at
Good or Better condition by 2045. Table 1 on page 9 gives 47.9% of the statewide
interstatehighway system operating at Good in 2017. The only data in the report on

pavement condition suggests a 3.4% drop over 2017-2022. How does the region intend to

achieve the statewide level of performance when the current trend is downward?
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1. Comment noted. First mile is covered extensively in the sections dealing with goods
imports and exports transiting seaports, border crossings, and airports, and the sections
on goods movement dependent industries. Additionally, last mile delivery was covered
as a highlight area and SCAG anticipates the release of its Last Mile Freight Delivery
study in the coming months. 2. The symbols have been updated. The county lines

will remain for consistency with the rest of Connect SoCal. SCAG will add the date of the
PHFS. As mentioned, the East-West Freight Corridor (EWFC) requires further analysis
based upon the preferred alternative for the I-710 corridor. The EWFC is included in the
Goods Movement Project List as items B.2 through B.4 within the Section B. Freight
Corridor System. The information conveyed in Appendix 1 is consistent with up to date
information from the POLA and POLB. Moreover, port staff were consulted in the
development of this appendix.

Exhibit 2.5 is provided to give an overall snapshot of the general distribution of major
land use types throughout the region. For more detailed land use information it is best
to get the most recent data from each respective local jurisdiction.

Comment noted. SCAG will consider different color schemes for future cycles.

Comment noted.

Comment noted. Changes have been made to the System Preservation & Resilience
Core Vision section.
0001550

Submittal Related Documents Link

Thank you for your comment. The Active Transportation Technical Report defines a
pedestrian as "any person walking, skateboarding, using a wheelchair or other personal
mobility device." Language will be added to the main book to ensure that the inclusive
intent of the referenced sentence is properly interpreted.

Comment noted. Comments have been addressed in the Final Connect SoCal.

Comment noted.

Thank you for your comments. The 2-year and 4-year MAP-21 performance targets for
Interstate pavement condition in the state were set by Caltrans with substantive input
from the state’s MPOs. These targets were based on current conditions of our highways
and expected levels of pavement deterioration over the four year performance period.
It is anticipated that, with SB 1 funded infrastructure preservation investments, these
targets will be exceeded both at the state level and within the SCAG region.
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1. Over the past 30 years, the SCAG region has made an unprecedented investment in
transit infrastructure. Between 2007 and 2017, however, transit ridership has gone down

by 19%. The projected goal of 1.6 billion transit trips in 2045, reflecting a 245% increase in

transit ridership since 2015, seems rosy.2. A common perception that transit is for the
underclass seems to be an element here, but itisn't addressed.

3. Calling for diligence against encroaching gentrification and good intentions regarding
economic and environmental equity do not seem to have been enough so far to establish

housing opportunities for all income levels. Relying upon the market forces that generated

the current inequities to somehow solve them seems unrealistic. Markets prefer building
housing for the higher income.4.There is a claim that you will get there from here, but the

battle to provide affordable housing in Southern California is being lost, as witnessed by the
tented encampments throughout the region, as well as- the collapse every 20 years or so of

the housing markets in the Antelope Valley, Inland Empire and the Victor Valley during
recessions.

5. The details on the 2020 RTP/SCS Travel demand modeling efforts in this report are scant.
On page 2 of the Transportation Modeling conformity appendix, reference to the model as
an Activity Based Model, and mentions that it has met federal requirements, and has been

through a peer review process, but there aren't other details to assess the modeling
efforts.6.Express Lanes are an important component of SCAG's planning for the highway

system. The 2016 RTP assumes very high participation of 3+ Person Carpools on the Express
Lane System. Those values are not realistic and give inaccurate estimates of future express

lane person throughput, revenues generated and so forth. What are the values being
generated in the SCAG 2020 RTP/SCS assignment model?

7. The configuration of the No Build Highway Network mostly includes projects that |
expected to see. The major changes seem to lay in the land use/transportation system
interface which is the appropriate, but don't appear substantive enough to generate the
massive behavioralchanges envisioned.
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Thank you for your comment. Connect SoCal includes a comprehensive set of policies,
strategies, and multi-modal services and infrastructure investments to support all
modes of travel and promote a reduction in single-occupancy vehicle (SOV) travel to
help the region meet its mobility and sustainability goals.

Comment noted.

Response to #5: Thank you for your comment. SCAG modeling staff has periodically
reported on the Activity Based Model (ABM) development status to SCAG Modeling
Task Force (MTF). Staff also reported on the peer review at the October 2019 MTF.
(Agendas and presentations are available on SCAG Modeling Task Force website) and
June 2019 Technical Working Group (TWG). The Modeling Task Force is open to the
public and provides a linkage between SCAG’s Regional Modeling Program and the
modeling efforts of other public and private agencies. It is also used as a conduit for
public outreach, giving members an opportunity to review, discuss and provide
guidance over SCAG’s modeling program and resolve regional technical modeling issues.

Response to #6: Thank you for your comment. The model outputs are estimated and
projected through use of a validated regional travel demand model using the latest
available information. Based on SCAG Activity Based Model (ABM) for Connect SoCal,
the 2016 base year currently shows lower participation of 3+ person carpool on the
express lane than the 2016 RTP/SCS and the participation rate is projected to be on
downward trend for the future years. The detailed data is available upon request.

Comment noted.
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8.The report notes only one very general impediment to telecommuting. Specifically, it

notes that some jobs are simply not amenable to telecommuting. That is true enough, but

it reflects almost no examination of any specific impediments to telecommuting, nor how
to overcome them. Questions of exercising oversight, handling liability issues are not

addressed let alone resolved. No reference to specific financial, legal or social impediments

to expanded telecommuting is mentioned. Yet, SCAG expects 9.5% of Home-Work trips
tobe eliminated through telecommuting.

Add an Executive Summary (that's a few pages longer than the summary on page 5)

In light of SB 743, it seems the following percentages should be reversed:- 22.8% Decrease
in time spent in traffic delay per capita- 4.2% Decrease in daily miles driven per capita

Caltrans District 7- Regional PlanningDraft Connect SoCall. Page 2, under 'Our Plan'; in

this section, commend SCAG for acknowledging the continuous partnership with the State

(Department of Transportation) in advocating for implementation and funding for
California's Active Transportation Program, resulting in the passage ofSenate Bill 1.

Page 2, SCAG identifies the region's multi-family shares declining frorn their peak in 2015.
However, figure 2.4 illustrates 2017 as the peak year.

Page 32, 'Present & Future Challenges', this section identifies Technical Reports for Connect

SoCal. This section should include a weblink to the Technical Reports for reference
purposes.
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Comment noted. As discussed in the Congestion Management Technical Report, SCAG
conducted a Future of the Workplace study to inform Connect SoCal and beyond. Tasks
included a comprehensive literature review on teleworking, including variants of
teleworking such as telecommuting, home working, and home-based businesses. The
study also analyzed all available data sources for SCAG’s modeling assumptions and
provided current and future estimates of teleworking while also reviewing the linkages
between telework and VMT reduction.In addition, the study sought to better
understand teleworkers and the impact of emerging trends in the nature of the
workplace. The study included a survey of teleworkers in the SCAG region which was
conducted in order to understand characteristics not present in existing data including
detailed information about travel patterns, household characteristics, work
arrangements, reasons for teleworking, and how teleworking impacts choices for living
and working locations. Finally, the study investigated the potential long-term impacts of
structural changes in the nature of work including the potential for workplace
automation and the rise of the gig economy.

Comment noted.

The comparative performance results reported in Connect SoCal for daily minutes of
delay per capita and for daily per capita vehicle miles traveled (VMT) are generated by
the SCAG Travel Demand Model using a specific set of parameters that reflect expected
travel patterns in the year 2045 with full implementation of the investments, programs,
and strategies outlined in Connect SoCal. While the per capita VMT reduction
percentage is smaller than the figure for travel delay, when attributed to the entire
population of the SCAG region of more than 19 million residents, the VMT reduction
results are quite significant and represent meaningful progress toward meeting our
regional GHG emission reduction goals. The effort to restrain growth in the length and
duration of motor vehicle trips is a primary focus of Connect SoCal. With
implementation of the VMT reduction provisions of SB 743 scheduled take effect in July
of this year, we are confident that per capita VMT in the SCAG region will begin trending
steadily downward, thereby contributing to our GHG reduction goals.

Thank you for your comment.

Thank you for your comment. Permit data come from the Construction Industry
Research Board (CIRB). In 2017, combined permits for single-family and multifamily
units totaled 47,623 units—the highest year since before the Great Recession and
above the 2015 total of 44,870. However, both the share of multifamily permits and its
total number of permits issued peaked in 2015 with 29,418 issued—a figure which
decreased to 25,580 by 2017.

Comment noted. SCAG will take your comments into consideration.
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Page 8, under 'What is Connect SoCal; in this section, the first paragraph discusses the Plan
charting a path toward a more mobile sustainable and prosperous region. This section
should include a visual graphicillustrating the connection between the key components.

1. Page 20, SCAG identifies the two counties with the largest population growth (Riverside
& Los Angeles), however this section should include the population growth throughout the
SCAG region, including and identifying counties with disadvantage communities.2. Page

32, under 'Present and Future Challenges'; This section should include a weblink to the
Technical Reports so interested parties can more easily see how the highlighted issues
mentioned below are directly addressed by this plan.3. Page 32-33, under 'Affordable
Housing'; This section brings up hurdles such as land use zoning that can make the
development process expensive. Perhaps it would be beneficial to include some brief
verbiage about how our region's zoning policies generally compare toother areas.

Page 37, under 'Transportation Safety'; In the last sentence, it does not seem relevant or
noteworthy to mention that lower speed crashes translate to a higher pedestrian survival
rate. Instead, the plan should elaborate on how we can plan our transportation system in
away that encourages safe speeds since it has established that 30% of collisions result in
unsafe speeds.Page 38, this section identifies the historic catastrophic events data,
however this section should include the effects of the catastrophic events as they corollate
to transportation security.

Page 41, the paragraph regarding funding transportation would have been enhanced by
having a graphic showing the existing gap between cost of transportation and available
dollars.

Page 47, this section addresses trends and emerging challenges which must be done to
reduce greenhouse gas and meet target goals. Commend SCAG for incorporating this
segment as part of Connect SoCal to address additional alternative approaches to address
regional challenges.

Page 66, Table 3.1; Where can interested parties find more information on the listed
Transit Capital Projects?

Page 74, this section identifies the Project List Technical Report of financially constrained
and unconstrained lists of projects. This section should include a weblink to the Project List
Technical Reports for accessible reference purposes.
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Comment noted. SCAG will take your comments into consideration.

Thank you for your comment. The Environmental Justice Technical Report contains a
more detailed discussion of disadvantaged communities by county. Unfortunately
comparative analysis with other regions is outside the scope of this particular report;
however, we encourage you to follow other SCAG research on our website and events
such as the annual Demographic Workshop which provides an annual forum for
discussing the SCAG region's trends in comparison with other areas.

Comment noted. In the SCAG region pedestrians account for a disproportionate number
of serious injuries and fatalities compared to their overall mode share. SCAG recognizes
that traffic fatalities and serious injuries increase with vehicle speed. Connect SoCal
includes language and graphics to reinforce that lower vehicle speeds improve the
likelihood that a pedestrian will survive if struck by a vehicle. The Transportation Safety
and Security Technical Report includes a variety of strategies for reducing aggressive
driving and speeding. The Technical Report also includes more detail on the impacts of
catastrophic events and disasters on transportation.

Comment noted.

Thank you for your comment. Comment noted.

Thank you for your comment. Table 3.1 is a summary of major projects, while the full
listing of Connect SoCal projects is included in the Project List Technical Report.

Comment noted.
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Page 128, under 'VMT Per Capita'; Should verbiage be added to explain why the State is
shifting towards VMT as opposed to Level of Service (LOS)? It could tie in with the
promotion of in-fill development, multi-modal transportation options, etc.

Page 150, Commend SCAG for identifying a framework to continue regional partnerships.
Together the efforts will address regional challenges and an attempt to meet goals
thatdeem unpredictable.

California Department of Transportation

1. Page 150, Commend SCAG for identifying a framework to continue regional partnerships.
Together the efforts will address regional challenges and an attempt to meet goals that
deem unpredictable.2. SCAG is applauded for explaining Connect SOCAL concept and its
connection to the RTP and its long-range goals. SCAG also noted that cities and counties
adopting the spirit of the RTP into planning measures for their areas could help their
eligibility for future funding grants.3.SCAG did a great job on discussion of the myriad of
components that makeup an RTP.

Suggest making the Environmental Justice/ Public Health Technical Report maps available
as interactive maps for the public to view impacts in their communities as well as for
comparative analysis.

We applaud SCAG for considering the importance of an aging population (65+) in the Plan;
1 out of 5 residents in the SCAG region will make up this demographic (Page 17, Connect
SoCal Draft). They are more susceptible to impacts in the focus areas listed in the Public
Health Technical Report than is the general population.

Suggest more transparency, inclusion of sources, and studies concerning metrics such as
those used to forecast "growth" regarding the job-housing balance (Page 45, EJ Technical
Report) and "best practices" for time-based shopping and job accessibility (Page 58, EJ
Technical Report)
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In regard to the statewide shift to a VMT-based metric to replace the previously used
Level of Service (LOS) metric for evaluating CEQA transportation impacts, the reasoning
for the SB 743 required change in the assessment method is summarized in a
subsequent paragraph in the report. Please see page 129 of the draft Performance
Measures Technical Report: “Replacing the LOS methodology with a VMT-based
assessment metric satisfies the SB 743 objectives of reducing GHG emissions, promoting
mixed-use and infill development, and encouraging the provision of active
transportation infrastructure. The new VMT-based CEQA transportation impact
assessment requirement will take effect statewide on July 1, 2020, further elevating the
importance of monitoring VMT at the regional and local levels.”

Thank you for your comment. Comment noted.

Submittal 0001551 Related Documents Link

Comment noted. Thank you for your comment and appreciation for the Connect SoCal.

Comment noted. SCAG staff will continue to work with our Environmental Justice (EJ)
stakeholders to collect input and improve on our EJ analysis and be a resource to local
jurisdictions and EJ stakeholders. Such improvements may include developing an
interactive application with maps that can be a resource tool for local jurisdictions or
other organizations.

Thank you for your comment. This is an important change which can’t be emphasized
enough—I encourage you to share the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical
Report with other stakeholders, and keep an eye out for SCAG’s Demographic
Workshop.

The Time-Based Shopping and Job Accessibility analysis utilized SCAG's transportation
modeled data. This robust model has been peer-reviewed by transportation
professionals. To learn more about SCAG’s transportation model, please visit the SCAG
website, under Data and Tools. For the Jobs-Housing Imbalance analysis, a portion of
the original sentence is missing. Corrections have been made to the referenced
sentence which should read, "Although the descriptive analysis of the commuting
distance of workers by income may indicate something of a spatial mismatch between
low-income workers and jobs in the SCAG region, this condition is projected to improve
in the future (see Table 15 of the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical
Report)."
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Passenger Rail: How does the Passenger Rail Report integrate CTP 2040 and the California
State Rail Plan 2018 with regards to goals, policies and strategies?

Transit: How does the Transit Technical Report integrate CTP 2040 and the Caltrans 2017
Statewide Transit Strategic Plan with regards to goals, policies, strategies and
recommendations?

Goods Movement: How does the Goods Movement Technical Report integrate CTP 2040
and the California Freight Mobility Plan with regards to goals, policies, strategies and
recommendations?
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The Passenger Rail Technical Report will be revised to show linkages to the California
Transportation Plan (CTP) 2040 and the 2018 California State Rail Plan.

The Transit Technical Report will reference the CTP 2040 and Statewide Transit Strategic
Plan.

SCAG has worked as partner and provided significant input for both the California
Transportation Plan 2040 (CTP 2040) and the California Freight Mobility Plan. CTP 2040
identifies three (3) recommendations under three (3) different policies related to goods
movement. Under Policy 1 (Manage and Operate an Efficient Integrated System), CTP
2040 recommends expanding the common input assumptions between state and MPO
forecasting efforts, including socio-economic data, interregional travel forecasts, goods
movement/trucking, pricing policies, and other areas where data sharing will result in
better and more consistent travel demand forecasts across jurisdictions. SCAG routinely
shares non-proprietary data and information with Caltrans and other partners (e.g., San
Pedro Bay Ports, air quality agencies, county transportation commissions, etc.) to
improve planning and modeling.Under Policy 2, (Enhance Freight Mobility, Reliability,
and Global Competitiveness), CTP 2040 recommends research, development,
demonstration, and deployment of cost-effective technologies and operational
strategies to expedite goods movement, improve safety, and reduce congestion.
Connect SoCal explicitly identifies improving the efficiency of regional freight
movement while mitigating environmental and community impacts through innovative
and pragmatic strategies and technologies. For example, SCAG's goods movement
environmental strategy specifically notes a pathway to support and facilitate the
development, deployment, and commercialization of clean technologies while
operating within its federal and State mandates. Under Policy 3 (Seek Sustainable and
Flexible Funding to Maintain and Improve the System), CTP 2040 recommends seeking
the creation of national, State, and regional dedicated funding programs for freight
transportation to invest in interregional goods movement corridors. SCAG continues to
work with the State and regional partners to advocate for new and dedicated funding
streams for freight transportation. In addition, SCAG has worked closely with the State
for the submission of discretionary federal grant applications (e.g., Infrastructure for
Rebuilding America (INFRA)) and state programs like the Trade Corridor Enhancement
Program (TCEP).SCAG provides direct and indirect input to the California Freight
Mobility Plan (CFMP). The 2013 SCAG Comprehensive Regional Goods Movement Plan
and Implementation Strategy and the SCAG 2016 RTP/SCS are directly referenced in the
Draft 2020 California Freight Mobility Plan. The CFMP also relies on SCAG's "Industrial
Warehousing in the SCAG Region" report and uses SCAG's definition of goods
movement dependent industries. SCAG staff also provided input through informal and
formal discussions and comments on the Draft 2020 CFMP. Finally, Connect SoCal
provides strategies that are consistent with the Draft 2020 CFMP.
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Aviation and Airport Ground Access: How does the Aviation and Airport Ground Access

Technical Report integrate CTP 2040 and the California Aviation System Plan Policy Element

2016 with regards to goals, policies, strategies and recommendations?

Active Transportation: Caltrans applauds SCAG on its robust and comprehensive
commitment to Active Transportation. Caltrans praises SCAG for its many referencing of
State of California and Caltrans documents relating to active transportation. Excellent
sourcing and listing of CTP 2040, California Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, various Caltrans
District Level Active Transportation Plans, Caltrans State Highway Safely Plan, Caltrans
Complete Streets Element Toolbox Guidebook, etc.

Highways and Arterials: How does the Highways and Arterials Technical Report integrate
CTP 2040 and the 2015 Interregional Transportation Strategic Plan and its programmed
projects in the Interregional Transportation Improvement Program (ITJP) with regards
topurpose, policies and considerations?

1. Page 30, The report states that Environmental Quality is measured in terms of criteria air

pollutant and GHG emissions. The EPA sets NAAQS for six common criteria pollutants,
however only four (transportation related) pollutants are monitored in the SCAG
region.What percentage of the overall criteria air pollutants do the other two pollutants
contribute?2. In addition to criteria pollutants, the EPA identifies 9 priority air toxic
compounds with mobile sources known as Mobile Source Air Toxins (MSAT). The nine

priority compounds are: 1,3- butadiene, acetaldehyde, acrolein, benzene, diesel particulate

matter (PM), ethyl benzene, formaldehyde, naphthalene, and polycyclic organic matter
(POM) which have the potential for adverse health effects. The Performance Measures
technical report has no mention of these mobile source air toxins. They should be
monitored and strategies for reduction of MSAT be implemented.

3.Non-SOV mode share is included in the Environmental Quality outcome category. Would

be helpful to have figures that show percent of people who have switched to this method

of transport and projections for future conversions to this method and its overall impact on

emissions.

4. Emissions are estimated using results of the SCAG RTDM which are then inputted to the

California Air resources Board (ARB) Emission Factors (EMFAC) model. Information on the
accuracy, precision, and uncertainty values of the model would be helpful.
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Comment noted. The SCAG Aviation Program is aware of the Caltrans California Aviation
System Plan (CASP), including the policy element, and is currently part of the working
group for the 2020 CASP. As an evolving document, future SCAG regional transportation
plan updates will further reflect the ongoing partnership with Caltrans on the CASP.
Moreover, in addition to the CASP, as noted in the “Regulatory Framework” section of
the Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical Report, the Technical Report also
incorporated the ground access element required by the California Code (Section
65081.1), along with guidance from the U.S. Code, Federal Aviation Administration, and
U.S. Government Accountability Office.

Comment noted. Thank you for your support.

Broad policy consistencies between the statewide plan such as the CTP 2040 are
addressed in the Final Connect SoCal main document. Highway and Arterials Technical
Report is intended to provide additional technical information in support of this
important element of the Connect SoCal. Additionally, revisions have been made to the
main document to further strengthen the consistency between statewide planning
documents and Connect SoCal.

In addition to GHG emissions, the air quality measures used to assess the performance
of Connect SoCal include reactive organic gases (ROG), carbon monoxide (CO), oxides of
nitrogen (NOx), particulate matter 2.5 (PM 2.5), and particulate matter 10 (PM 10).
While the other mobile source pollutants cited in your comment are relevant to public
health and require careful monitoring and mitigation, they are not currently used to
evaluate performance of Connect SoCal and are therefore not featured in the
Performance Measures Technical Report.

Thank you for your comment. The difference between the Baseline and Connect SoCal
scenario indicate the percentage of trips that shift from single occupancy vehicle (SOV).
In addition, the current model outputs show an increasing trend of non-SOV mode
share from 2016 to future years. The data details are available upon request.

Thank you for your comment. The SCAG Regional Travel Demand Model is calibrated
and validated to observed regional travel patterns. The model’s parameters are
adjusted until the outputs fall within recommended validation thresholds. Staff also
tested the model’s sensitivity and predictive capability before it is used to produce
forecasts. Please refer to ARB for more information on the EMFAC model.
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5. Page 31 Differentiate between tropospheric ozone (ground/surface-level) which can
have adverse health impacts on the community versus stratospheric ozone.6. Clearly

define "reactive organic gases (ROG)" and identify which ones are the largest contributors
to the formation of surface ozone levels in the SCAG area. Which reactive organic gases are

being monitored?

7.0zone concentrations can reach unhealthy levels when the weather is hot and sunny
with little or no wind. Tropospheric ozone formation is sunlight/temperature dependent.

Report could use information on the effects that future climate change (possible increase in

temperature) will have on tropospheric ozone production rates up to the year 2035. It is
not clear if this change has been considered when running prediction models.

8. Page 31 -Table 10, (SB 375) regional targets were updated by the Air Resources Board in

2018 to ensure consistency with the more stringent statewide reduction goals
subsequently introduced by the California legislature and the Governor's office.9. SB 375
Regional Plan Climate Targets through Sept. 20, 2018 for 2020 were -8%, that goal

remained the same after the more stringent goals were introduced beginning Oct. 1, 2018.

Was this goal met? If so, what strategies were successful in reaching this goal?10.
However, for the 2035 goal, the goal before Oct. 1, 2018 was -13% and was changed to-
19%. The newly adjusted goal has been made significantly higher. How has this affected
planning to meet the 2035 goal now that it has been changed substantially? Is it
feasible?11. Page 32, What criteria and associated weights are used in the SCAG Scenario
PlanningModel (SPM)?12. There is mention that for Connect SoCal. The scenario
modeling capabilities have been enhanced. By what methods and criteria?

Transportation Conformity Analysis Technical Report1. Page 3, State Implementation
Plans (SIPs)- Connect SoCal must conform to the applicable SIPs [motor vehicle emissions

budgets (for all criteria pollutant SIP's) and TCM's (for ozone and CO SIP's only)] in the SCAG

region.2. Page 4, Federal Clean Air Act Designations in the SCAG Region - Differentiate
between tropospheric and stratospheric ozone formation.3. Address the differences and
severity between PM 10 and PM 2.5 health risks.4. It is crucial to provide information

about the atmospheric lifetime of the criteria pollutants. Pollutants with long atmospheric

lifetimes can survive in the environment for years which can greatly impact modeling
efforts.5. Page 28- end, Tables with ROG- Define Reactive Organic Gases/clarify if they

are using the ARB definition along with its exemptions. (ROG usually means any compound

of carbon) however the ARB has listed exemptions to ROG which would not be included
inemission measurements. Alternatively, specify what compounds are being tested
for/monitored and shown in the table under ROG.
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We will add "ground-level" before "ozone" on page 31 of the Performance Measures
Technical Report. Regarding your request that more detailed information be provided
on specific reactive organic gases (ROG), to maintain its focus, the Performance
Measures Technical Report is not intended to provide this level of technical detail on air
quality.

Our regional emission analysis is based on the California Air resources Board (ARB)
Emission Factors (EMFAC) model. All emission rates (also referred to emission factors)
from the EMFAC model are typically measured at standard temperature and humidity
using typical vehicle driving and operational patterns. Please refer to ARB for more
information on the EMFAC model.

Regarding progress being made in the SCAG region toward achieving our eight percent
GHG reduction goal for 2020, the results of analyses conducted by SCAG indicate that
this performance target has been achieved. Along with the introduction of cleaner
motor vehicle technologies and improved fuel efficiencies, some of the key strategies
that have proven effective toward helping us reach our 2020 GHG reduction goal have
been a regional focus on infill and transit oriented development, promotion of active
transportation options, and support for a variety of local and regional transportation
demand management strategies. As for achievement of the 2035 GHG reduction target
of 19 percent, SCAG has made a commitment to substantial GHG reduction through the
plans, projects, and programs included in Connect SoCal. While the reduction goal is
very ambitious and presents significant challenges for our region, we believe attainment
of the target is feasible if we continue to work closely with our local partners on
implementing Connect SoCal and on developing VMT reduction and climate resiliency
programs and strategies at the local and regional levels. In regard to the SCAG Scenario
Planning Model, a new module has been developed in support of land conservation
monitoring. Additionally, the public health module has been enhanced to provide
access to new data resources.

1. Clarification has been added to the end of the first sentence under "Federal
Transportation Conformity Regulations" on page 4.2. Clarification ("Ground-level")

has been added before "Ozone" under "Applicable Criteria Air Pollutants in the SCAG
Region" on page 4.3. Clarification ("Of these, particles 2.5 micrometers or less in
diameter, also known as fine particles or PM2.5, pose the greatest risk to health.") has
been added at the end of the bullet "Particulate Matters (PM2.5 and PM10)" under
"Applicable Criteria Air Pollutants in the SCAG Region" on page 4.4. Comments noted.
The suggested information is not immediately relevant to SCAG's transportation
conformity analysis because SCAG is required to use the emission factors (EMFAC)
model developed by the California Air Resources Board.5. Comments noted. The ROG
emissions are output of the EMFAC model developed by California Air Resources Board
(ARB). Therefore, the use of ARB definition is implied and no clarification is needed.
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Goods Movement Technical Reportl. Currently, much of the SCAG region fails to meet

federal ozone and fine particulate air quality standards as mandated by the federal Clean

Air Act.2. Although zero-emissions vehicles seem to be the goal, the discussion on near-

term improvements that can be implemented sooner. and at a cheaper cost is appreciated.

Zero-emissionvehicles for goods movement are still at an early stage and require a lot of
money for implementation including the planning and building of new infrastructure to
support the energy needs of these technologies.3. It is important to explore other

emission reduction strategies that can be implemented right away with relatively lower

costs. (e.g. improvements to engine efficiency. Increase efficiency in internal combustion
engines through engine technologies such as waste heat recovery which lowers fuel use).

Page 54 - Livable Corridors Section:1.This section focuses on BRT options to qualify an

area as a "livable corridor", but consideration should also be given to rail corridors as well.
2.There is no mention of landscaping, green scaping, shade trees or bioswales as a viable
improvement for a livable corridor. These types of improvements can also help slow down

traffic and improve the conditions for other street users.

Page 69-70- Active Transportation Section:1.It would be helpful if the active

transportation improvements section included more specific improvements (like the Transit
Improvements section). Improvements to pedestrian facilities are important and should be

noted. 2.There were many community concerns regarding the Venice Boulevard Great

Streets project. We suggest using a much rnore successful example of a Great Street in this

section.3.More funding opportunities should be provided for community-based
organizations to be "partners" or "co-leaders" with agencies to help ensure the
community's active transportation needs will be met.
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SCAG agrees. Near term options to improve efficiency are discussed in the Goods
Movement Appendix 1 under Combustion Engine and Aerodynamic Improvements.

1) Rail corridors are reflected in Transit Priority Areas. 2) These strategies are reflected
in the Urban Greening section and are applicable not just to Livable Corridors but also
to other Priority Growth Areas.

1. Detailed Active Transportation Strategies are listed in the Active Transportation
Technical Report. The narrative in the main book gives an overall look at the regional
needs and high-level strategies to meet those needs. 2. While some members of the
local community remain opposed to the Venice Great Streets project, the city's
evaluation reports indicate that the project resulted in improved safety outcomes.3.
SCAG is committed to finding opportunities to work with community-based
organizations and co-design early in the planning and development process.
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Active Transportation Technical Reportl. The terminology used in this technical report is
not well explained or defined; please consider providing a Lexicon.2. We recommend
providing more details on "green streets" and the value these offer towards a more
sustainable future.3. Page 56 -Safety: The current safety goal (reduce traffic fatalities for
all modes by three percent and serious injuries by 1.5 percent by 2050) is extremely
conservative relative to the widespread adoption of 'Vision Zero" at many federal, state
and local agencies to reducefatalities and serious injuries to zero.4. Page 59 - Pedestrian
Infrastructure: Consider adding "reducing driveway conflicts" as part of Strategy 1 or 3 to
reduce potential conflicts between pedestrians and drivers.5. Page 59- Local Bikeway
Infrastructure: Specify the types of "low-stress protected bikeway networks" facilities
described in Strategy 1 that are preferred (e.g., Class I, I, lll, or 1V)6. Page 60 - First-Last
Mile Infrastructure | SRTS Infrastructure: All policies should include an equity strategy to
ensure future investments are going towards improving previously disinvested
communities to increase safety for vulnerable road users.7. Page 64 - Safety Strategies:
Consider historically disproportionate impact that increased enforcement/ policing has had
on low-income communities of color in Safety Strategy 3 and Strategy 7. Enforcement
should be tempered with appropriate, ongoing public engagementto avoid potential
alienation and discrimination in these communities.

Caltrans District 7 -Division of Designl1. The plan "sounds good" and at the same time
very unrealistic.2.The same with all past Plans, this Mobility Plan promises to "fix" the
current challenges ... With No Accountability, only to repeat in the next one while
consuming Billions of tax dollars, which is very good for the economy.

Assume reduction in car usages and VMTs, mainly thru 'Transit Integration". While in the
past 10 to 12 years Transit Ridership has been decreasing in the region and nationwide.

The use of this Plan/Strategy's numbers will hide/lessen the impacts of Goods Movements
mobility projects, Tolling Lanes with assumed future Demand, etc., and boasts the assumed
benefits identified below (Region's assumptions). See Regions
unsupported/overestimatedassumptions below (pushed as future "facts" .) -SCAG's

region projected 19%, or 3. 7 Million population increase in the Region over the next 25
years. This projection is likely to be low, if California's economy maintains its strength.-
According LA based Beacon Economics in the next 30 years, LA County would increase by
3.5 million and Riverside County will increase - 3.2
million.https://www.reuters.com/article/us-california-population/californias-population-
to-hit- 60-million-by-2050-id USN0930091220070709
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Thank you for your comment. 1. Every effort has been made to use non-technical
language and to define in-text where necessary. Please refer to Connect SoCal Glossary
for additional definitions. 2. "Green Street" language has been replaced with more
descriptive language about stormwater capture and shade to reduce reliance on
terminology for increased legibility. 3. SCAG’s annual safety targets are consistent

with and supportive of the California Department of Transportation’s (Caltrans’)
Towards Zero Deaths (TZD) safety targets. Because the targets are updated annually,
SCAG has the opportunity to revisit and update its targets each calendar year. To
motivate serious injury and fatality reductions, SCAG has developed a High Injury
Network (HIN) to help local jurisdictions focus improvements where they are most
needed. In addition, SCAG offers local jurisdictions opportunities to secure regional
safety planning grants (funding Vision Zero Action Plans); it convenes a quarterly Safety
Working Group and periodic peer exchanges to facilitate information sharing; it
implements a regional safety community outreach and advertising campaign, Go
Human; and the long-range plan, Connect SoCal, provides a framework, largely
grounded in the State’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan, that can help agencies interested
in pursuing safety initiatives and strategies at the local level. 4. Language has been
added to the Pedestrian Infrastructure section regarding conflict zones.5. Preferred
classification has been added. 6. The Environmental Justice Strategy 3 addresses the
need to allocate resources in consideration of historical inequities. 7. Language will

be added to Safety Strategies 3 and 7 to address the historically disproportionate
impact that increased enforcement/ policing has had on low-income communities of
color.

Comment noted.

The reduction of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and related per capita greenhouse gas
(GHG) emission anticipated from implementing Connect SoCal is not dependent mainly
on transit ridership. See GHG Reduction Approach in the Sustainable Communities
Strategy Technical Report for more information.

The regional growth forecast reflects recent and past trends, key demographic and
economic assumptions, and local, regional, state, and national policy in order to present
a balanced view of population, household, and employment growth to 2045.
Population forecasts from the California Department of Finance and the US Census
Bureau are used as references for developing these forecasts. Importantly, SCAG’s
regional growth forecasting process also emphasizes the participation of local
jurisdictions and other stakeholders. Beginning in 2017, SCAG began a rigorous effort to
prepare population forecasts for Connect SoCal. The process included an expert review,
local input from regional jurisdictions (including through one-on-one meetings with all
197 jurisdictions). For more information on the SCAG forecast methodology, please
refer to the Final Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report.
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MODE SHIFT: The assumptions are based to a large degree upon the extent to which major
mode shifts within the region can be accomplished. No reasonable and/or quantifiable data
provided on that insures these shifts are highly probable to materialize, especially as transit
ridership has been steadily declining in the past 12 years nationwide and throughout
Southern California. With Technology leaps,driverless car sharing options are likely to lead
to increases in vehicle miles traveled (VMT).

HIGH OCCUPANCY VEHICLE (HOV) AND TOLLING LANES: It is crucial to transparently
address Inequity issues (Title VI, etc.), address the true Corridors' mobilities prior to
regional policies to increase the number of persons needed to ride for free in Tolling lanes.
Needcomprehensive and transparent impacts assessment on traffic congestion and on
people impacted by these changes. Currently designed Tolling "Express" Lanes policy
papers is skewed towards Tolling ("drives" the operational assessment). The operations
should bebased on, at a minimum, evaluating all freeway lanes together (included tolling).
To be transparent, the operational analysis should address the Corridor (to include parallel
arterials/local streets impacts).A recent example from Metro's 1-105, EA 314500 PAED
docs., Convert HOV lane and add a lane (for a 2- Tolling Lanes): The 2016 SCAG
RTP/Sustainable Communities Strategy (scenarios include: Transit Integration, Livable
Corridors, "Neighborhood Mobility Area"- walking/bicycling, Bike and car sharing, etc.). The
Travel Demand Model year (2047) shows 17.2% trip reduction (traffic #slower than current
counts). Metro/" PDT" said this was not a realistic forecast and implemented a strategy that
translates into higher vehicle on the 1-105 GP and Tolling lanes). Metro selected to use
year (2027) TOM projections/congested #s, project opening year, and held these
#sconstant thru year (2047)! This Strategy justifies implementing the Tolling Project. At

the same time to reduce the schedule and cost, it was argued that the Fwy Traffic Noise
impacts would be much lower with reduced traffic demand, therefore no need to construct
sound walls.
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Thank you for your comment. Connect SoCal includes a comprehensive set of policies,
strategies, and multi-modal services and infrastructure investments to support all
modes of travel and promote a reduction in single-occupancy vehicle (SOV) travel to
help the region meet its mobility and sustainability goals. The outcomes are projected
through use of a validated regional activity-based model using the latest available
information.

Comment noted.
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Caltrans District 8Thank you for the opportunity to review Connect SOCAL the 2020-2045
Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy of the Southern California
Association of Governments. We found the overall document to be generally well written,
visually interestingto read and provided the results and finding on an array of regional
planning issues from a lot of work that clearly took years of sustained, focused, directed
effort.It is our understanding that the United States currently faces a housing shortage in
excess of some 7 million dwelling units. Of that 7 million+ dwelling unit shortage some 3.5
million units of the shortfall exists here in California. Beyond homelessness and increased
use of limitedexisting square footage in our existing housing supply, the unprecedented
housing shortage has created a range of social equity issues (lack of personal financial
independence, homeownership etc.).Since some 73 percent of Californians live in
Southern California, the housing shortage is an extremely important issue with a range of
impacts on the transportation system. The 2012 RHNA indicate a need for 412,000 new
housing units. The 2018 RHNA indicates a need forsome 1,340,000 million new housing
units in Southern California. The draft Connect SOCAL document doesn't seem to indicate
what the extent of this worsening crisis is here in Southern California.As noted in the
summary of Connect SOCAL the 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy, the current severe housing shortage creates jobs/ housing balance
issues and the need for longer commutes and increased congestion on the overall
transportation system.On Pages 48-56 under the heading Sustainable Communities
Strategies and Housing Supportive Infrastructure Connect SOCAL discusses sustainable
development practices such as Center Focused Placemaking, Priority Growth Areas, Job
Centers Transit Priority Areas, High Quality Transit Areas and Neighborhood Mobility Areas
and discusses the housing crisis but provides little indication that the types of desired
development listed above is happening on a large scale in the region.

Page 49 included a short list of ways Diverse Housing Choices could be encouraged. We
commented in bold below on these strategies and recommended additional strategies
related to housing and transportation caused by longer commutes and increased
congestion caused by new housing.1) Preserve and rehabilitate housing and prevent
displacement. Wouldn't preservation/rehabilitation occur due to supply and demand? Is
displacement good if higher density is proposed?2) Identify opportunities for new
workforce and affordable housing development. Not really clear what this means? Do you
mean Affordable housing for new members of the workforce?3) Create incentives and
reduce regulatory barriers for building context sensitive accessory dwelling units to
increase housing supply. Would this be expected to create hundreds of thousands of new
units.4) Provide support to local jurisdictions to streamline and lessen barriers to housing
development that supports reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. List ways to do this.
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Comment noted. Please see Table 2.1 in Chapter 2 of the plan which indicates that the
majority of growth and development in recent years has been occurring in the Priority
Growth Areas.

Comments noted.1) Connect SoCal strategies seek to bolster housing preservation and
rehabilitation and increase choices, with emphasis placed on affordable housing stock
retention. Moreover, Connect SoCal seeks to minimize equity and justice impacts
associated with displacement.2) Workforce and affordable housing is typically defined
relative to Area Median Income (AMI) with affordable housing for households with
incomes 80% or below AMI and workforce being for households with incomes of 80-
180% of AMI. The specific income and affordability requirements is project specific and
this is outlined as a general reference.3) The recent passage of Senate Bill 1069 in 2016
has resulted in several thousand permits for accessory dwelling units issued across the
region but it is too soon to estimate the extent of this trend.4) There are many
potential solutions and strategies for supporting the development of more housing in
the region. Those included in the plan are general to the region but not exhaustive.
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Suggest policy support and reworking the Diverse Housing Choices section of the plan to
include support of ideas like the following:Support and reference The Ahwahnee
Principles. https://www.lgc.org/who-weare/ahwahnee/principles/Support long lasting
smart mobility decisions that improve the environment, create a vibrant economy and
build communities not sprawl.Support redevelopment of high density residential along
transit served corridors.Support having new housing be originally built with an accessory
dwelling unit.Support an overall trend to reduce of lot size minimums in the region by
20%.Support the concept of building to the maximum density allowed in a residential
zoning district rather to the minimum density.Support a policy that wherever possible in
all new specific plans placement of high density housing residential shall occur near
planned schools, employment and retail areas.Support a regional mode shift to walking
and bicycling https://dot.ca.qov/-
/media/dotmedia/programs/sustainability/documents/caltrans-strategic-mgmt-plan-
033015-a 11 y.pdfSupport the provision of designated areas for employment (beyond a
few retail commercial and school sites) in all new specific plans.Support the provision of
connected street grid system by limiting cul-de-sac length to no more than 250
feet.Support minimizing the size of a block, through the use of a block size maximum of
1,600 feet.Support bike and pedestrian through block connectivity through subdivisions
by providing one such connection every 600 feet.Support allowing 100 percent housing
on vacant or abandoned property zoned for commercial retail use to help the viability of
existing commercial uses (25 solutions article below).Support local jurisdictions efforts to
provide a temporary 30% reduction on all residential impact fees for (3 -5 years) to
encourage housing production.Support housing policy that provides net zero energy use
that would build on the 1 million solar homes California has with a goal of greatly increasing
this total (roughly 12.5 million dwelling units exist with a need for 3.5 million more dwelling
units)Support allowing a reduction in setback standards to Uniform Building Code
minimums on side yards and limit front and rear yard setbacks to no more than 10
feet.Support the elimination for any required covered off street parking to support
development of more housing units.

Support development of high density housing in unused portions of commercial shopping
centers/office etc. parking lot areas.Support allowing a reduction in local public street
width standards and/or to allow reduced width private streets to encourage infill
development.Support increasing residential building height standards in residential
zoning districts to allow greater building square footage.Support any regional efforts to
develop the missing middle housing of the past few
decades.https://missingmiddlehousing.com/
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Thank you for your suggestions. There are many potential solutions and strategies for
supporting the development of more housing in the region. Those included in Connect
SoCal are general to the region but not exhaustive. While the Connect SoCal does not
propose a regional mode shift goal, the outcomes of the plan show a positive regional
mode shift for both walking and bicycling. The Active Transportation Technical Report
includes strategies to develop complete pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure networks,
but does not specify block connectivity as a strategy. However, the Active
Transportation Technical Report does highlight excessive distances between safe
crossings as a concern to be addressed.

There are many potential solutions and strategies for supporting the development of
more housing in the region. Those included in Connect SoCal are general to the region
but not exhaustive.
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In the Measuring our Progress portion of Connect SOCAL Pages 118-147 it seems
reasonable to assume that much of the "progress" in congestion relief and other areas has
to do with 91,000 people per year leaving the SCAG region due to the high cost of housing
and otherreasons since 2014 as noted on Page 16 of Connect SOCAL discussion on mega
trends. Is this real progress or an abandonment trend that needs to be
reversed?https://www.worldpropertyjourna l.com/real-estate-news/united-
states/washington-dc-real-estatenews/up-for-growth-national-coalition-econorthwest-
holland-government-affairs-housingunderproduction-in-the-us-2018-housing-shortage-
data-1 0842. phphttps://www.curbed .com/2019/5/15/18617763/affordable-housing-
policy-rent-real-
estateapartmenthttps://ucreconomicforecast.org/wpcontenUuploads/2019/04/SCAG
Housing White Paper Digital 4 11 2019 Revise.pdfhttps://urbanize.la/posU25-solutions-
builder%E2%80%99s-perspective-fix-califo rnia-housingcrisis
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In response to your inquiry regarding recent trends of domestic out-migration affecting
the SCAG region, while it is true the region continues to lose population to other states,
the total population in the SCAG region continues to grow on an annual basis as a result
of strong international migration and net natural increase. For this reason, it is unlikely
that domestic out migration to other states has had a significant impact on levels of
traffic congestion in the region.
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Caltrans District 11Draft Connect SoCall. Truck Parking/Truck driver shortage: Please
address and include truck parking needs in the SCAG region. In addition, the shortage of
truck drivers is commonly cited as the number one problem in the trucking industry.2.

Freight Projects List: Please include transportation projects that have been identified in the

2014 Ca/ifornia-Baja California Border Master Plan and the Draft 2020 California Freight
Mobility Plan. Examples of projects that are missing in the Goods Movement Project List
are: Forrester Road, Commercial Vehicle Inspection Facility modernization project at
Calexico East Port of Entry (POE), bridge and highway realignment to Andrade POE, widen
State Route 98 (SR-98) between Dogwood Road and V.V. Williams Ave., widen SR-98

between Ollie Ave. and Rockwood Dr., widen Menvielle Road to four lanes from Carr Road

to SR-98, implement Border Wait Times System, and modernize existing truck
parking/staging areas for near-zero to zero emission infrastructure truck shore power.3.
National Freight Highway Network (NFHN): Please include and identify routes that
havebeen designated as Critical Urban Freight Corridors and Critical Rural Freight
Corridors.These are public roads in urbanized and rural areas which provide access and
connection to the Primary Highway Freight System and the Interstate with other ports,
public transportation facilities, or other intermodal transportation facilities.4.California
Sustainable Freight Action Plan (CSFAP): Please describe how the RTP supports the goals
and vision of the CSFAP. This State plan provides a vision for California's transition to a

more efficient, more economically competitive, and less polluting freight transport system.

Please include the Advanced Technology Corridors at Border POEs CSFAP pilot project as

part of the RTP Goods Movement Environmental Conditions and Technology Advancement

Strategies.5. Agriculture and Mining: Little is discussed regarding needs and availability of
producing agricultural and mining (e.g., aggregate) commodities among border or rural

areas of the region (Imperial and Coachella Valleys, Ventura, etc.). Safety, maintenance and

assetmanagement (e.g., State Highway Operation and Protection Program [SHOPP]) needs
could be mentioned on lower-volume/seasonal routes impacted by heavy machinery
movements/emissions.
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1. Growth in truck traffic will demand increased locations for safe, secure, and
accessible parking facilities. SCAG is currently working on efforts to understand these
truck parking needs, including creating an inventory of existing facilities and
participating in a multi-state effort considering truck parking solutions along I-15. SCAG
will continue to explore and expand efforts related to truck parking concerns. However,
while the idea of truck driver shortages is commonly cited, recent analysis from the U.S.
Bureau of Labor statistics indicates that there has not been a shortage in the number of
people willing to work as truck drivers. Instead, the market for truck drivers is similar to
that or other blue-collar professions as evidenced by driver pay rising at commensurate
rates. The American Trucking Association (ATA) notes that high turnover at many
trucking companies is due to drivers moving from among carriers. If there were
significant shortages of drivers, wages would increase and subsequently result in a rise
in the cost of truck transportation services. Recent increases in cost have mainly
resulted from greater fuel costs. Finally, when shortages are cited, it mostly refers to a
deficit for long-haul routes. While that is an important component of the trucking labor
force in the SCAG region, it fails to adequately also capture local delivery drivers and
short-haul drayage drivers. 2. With the exception of the bridge and highway
realignment to Andrade POE, these projects have been added.3. A map of the NFHN

has been added.4. SCAG supports the goals of the California Sustainable Freight

Action Plan (CSFAP) for an efficient and economically competitive zero or near zero
emission freight system. Connect SoCal identifies its dedication improving the efficiency
of regional freight movement while mitigating environmental and community impacts
through innovative and pragmatic strategies and technologies. For example, SCAG's
goods movement environmental strategy notes a pathway to support and facilitate the
development, deployment, and commercialization of clean technologies. Our
commitment to these objectives is also stated in the vision statement for the regional
goods movement system. The Advanced Technology Corridors at Border POEs is an
integrated IT solution to reduce traffic and therefore emissions. As it is not uniquely an
air quality strategy, it is better discussed in the section entitled International POE
Strategies and a brief reference to this has been added.5. While mining and

agriculture are important regional industries, particularly in Imperial and Ventura
Counties, SCAG does not include them in its analysis of "goods movement dependent
industries" as their contribution to regional Gross Regional Product (GRP) and regional
employment constitute less than 1 percent to each. Connect SoCal focuses primarily on
the five largest non-service industries in the region as they have direct and
disproportionate linkages to the movement of goods in Southern California. These
industries are manufacturing, construction, retail, wholesale trade, and transportation
and warehousing. However, SCAG recognizes the role that agriculture plays in the
region and will continue to explore strategies and efforts to improve the efficiency of
freight movement for both mining and agriculture needs.
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Highways and Arterials Technical ReportPage 8 references SB1 in the context of
performance measures and Page 14 mentions the Proposition 1 B Corridor Mobility
Improvement Account (CMIA) requirements for Corridor System Management Plans
(CSMP) and components of those documents. SB1s requirement of corridor plans is not
addressed nor are the competitive programs such as Solutions for Congested Corridors
Program (SCCP), Trade Corridor Enhancement Program (TCEP) and Local Partnerships.
Although not impactful for the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the discussion
is important for future funding opportunities and possible planning efforts.

Page 10, Transportation Safety & Security: Table 3- Is Fatality and Injury prediction table
approved by Caltrans?

1. Table 1 - FTIP Projects- FTIP ID Number IMP140804: Route should be "8", not "999".2.
Table 2- Project Number IMPO042A: The Derno funds identified for this project have been
repurposed to a different phase for SR98. As such, this project should be removed.3.
Additional project: Please add: SR186 All American Canal Bridge- Replace bridge to
accommodate two vehicle lanes, shoulders and pedestrian/bicyclist facilities. Cost $40M;
Construction Year 2027.

Transit: There are no comments related to any specific projects; however, the District
would like to recommend that consideration be given to include bicycle and pedestrian
facility connections and protection by enhancing visibility of bicyclists and pedestrians as
well as to provide wayfinding signage to guide the active transportation population to
facilities to help them complete their trip.

Caltrans District 12 Draft Connect SoCal -The Draft Connect SoCal Plan provides long

term guidelines and strategies for the SCAG region. These guidelines and strategies should
align with State goals as laid out in State planning documents such as the California
Transportation Plan (CTP), California State Rail Plan, California Freight Mobility Plan (CFMP),
California Aviation System Plan (GASP), and State Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. As stated in
our previous comment letter during the Notice of Preparation (NOP) process, dated
February 22, 2019, we encourage the incorporation of State planning documents to align
the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS with Stategoals.
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Comment noted. Appropriate changes have been made in the Final Connect SoCal.

The Transportation Safety and Security Technical Report's Table 3, Forecasted
Reductions, reflects the regional and statewide safety targets that were approved for
calendar year 2019.

Comment noted. We have addressed all modification requests to the Project List
Technical Report as submitted by county transportation commissions through the
standard RTP long-range project list modification and FTIP database update processes.
Please work with ICTC to incorporate the modifications into the FTIP and/or RTP
through the next amendment.

Thank you for your comment. Additional discussion regarding Active Transportation
strategies such as wayfinding and first/last mile connectivity is included in the Active
Transportation Technical Report.

Thank you for your comment. Appropriate edits will be made to the reflect alignment
with goals laid out in the California Transportation Plan (CTP), California State Rail Plan,
California Freight Mobility Plan (CFMP), California Aviation System Plan (GASP), and
State Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan in the Final Connect SoCal.
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California Department of Transportation

The SCAG region has many highly urbanized areas that have increasing traffic demand due
to population growth and economic development and have limited available Right-of-Way

(ROW) for transportation purposes. To enhance the operability of current facilities,
strategies such as Managed Lanes would provide efficient usage of current capacity,
improve travel times, reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT), provide alternative means of
transportation and may provide revenue for other transportation improvements. These
strategies are consistent with state, regional and local goals and objectives. As stated in
comment 10 of our previous comment letter, the Department requests SCAG review and
incorporate the Orange County Managed Lanes Feasibility Study (MLFS) and the Orange
County Managed Lanes Network Study (MLNS) in the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS. The
recommendations from these studies have not been included in the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS.

These studies and the proposed projects, including District 12's 1-5 Managed Lanes Project,

reflect SCAG's Goals and Guiding Principles found on pages 9 and 10 by placing a high

priority on improving mobility and reliability. The Department requests that District 12's 1-5

Managed Lanes Project, for the project approval and environmental document (PA/ED)
component, be included in the final 2020-2045 RTP/SCS and also amended to the 2019
FTIP, per our October 2019 request to Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA).

Climate change impacts have become a major concern for planning agencies at all levels. As

required by California Senate Bill 379, many regional and local planning agencies have
started developing plans to address climate change issues. While the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS
includes climate change considerations in multiple sections of the document, it should
incorporate climate change plans from other agencies into the document. Further
clarification should also be provided to establish which plans supersede. As requested in
our previous comment letter, please review the Vulnerability Assessment for Orange
County andcoordinate with Caltrans for future implementation.

Caltrans District 12 appreciates the robust and thorough discussion in the RTP's Active
Transportation Technical Report and supports SCAG's efforts in encouraging Complete
Streets. This technical report aligns with Caltrans' goals and objectives. Complete Streets
infrastructure benefits all roadway users and promotes mobility, equity, accessibility
andregional connectivity, all while decreasing congestion and improving air quality.
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Comment noted. SCAG worked closely with the six county transportation commissions
to identify the projects included in Connect SoCal, and each commission likewise
coordinated their countywide projects with local transportation agencies. SCAG worked
collaboratively with stakeholders to identify additional key projects that address
challenges that are regional in nature. Decisions to delete, replace or modify a project
should similarly undergo a coordinated process involving the affected county
transportation commission and lead agency. Substantive changes to projects may be
addressed in the next update or amendment to the plan.

Comment noted. Currently SCAG is finalizing its Regional Climate Adaptation
Framework, which will include a Regional Gap Analysis report that identifies regional
and local examples of climate adaptation and resilience efforts, as well as
implementation gaps. For instance, not all critical infrastructure (e.g. hospitals, power
facilities, schools, sewer plants, etc.) have completed or implemented adaptation plans
to protect facilities from the effects of climate change. To support this work, SCAG
convenes stakeholders via a Climate Adaptation and Resilience Working Group. SCAG
anticipates sharing climate adaptation-related tools and toolkits with stakeholders in
the summer 2020. This current work will inform SCAG's future planning efforts.
Specifically, SCAG will consider developing a standalone technical report on climate
change, which can incorporate climate change plans from other agencies, in the next
RTP/SCS.

Thank you for your comments and support.
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California Department of Transportation

Active Transportation Technical ReportThe following areas of the Active Transportation
technical report that accompany the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS require consideration for
revision:1. Page 3, first paragraph: under Section "Defining Active Transportation", add
walking as partof the examples.2. Page 3, paragraph eight: consider making a distinction
between traditional active transportation modes and micro-mobility modes.3. Page 5,

Table 1 second row, second column: consider adding increased connectivity as part of the
impacts.4. Page 7, paragraph eight: under Regional Significance consider discussing ADA-
friendly infrastructure in one of the subsections. Active Transportation infrastructure also
benefits ADA-reliant users by increasing these users' mobility and accessibility.5. Page

19, paragraph 4: verify the list of cities that currently have bike share programs. Some of
the cities listed may no longer have these programs available. For example, the cities of
Bellflower and Paramount had a partnership with dockless bikeshare company Ofo in 2017.
However, Ofo has since backed out of the United States market.6. Page 79 and 85,

Bicycle Master Plans, and Pedestrian Master Plans: the City of Irvine is currently developing
an Active Transportation Plan and the City of Santa Ana has recently finalized its Active
Transportation Plan. Additionally, the Orange County TransportationAuthority has

bikeway studies on four sub-areas of Orange County--North, West/Central, South and
Foothills.

7. Page 98, second paragraph and page 99 Exhibit 13: clarify that the City's protected bike
lane along Bristol Street is a class |V facility and incorporate it into Exhibit 13.

Southern California ports are seeing increased demand as trade with the Pacific Region
continues to grow. SCAG should continue to plan for increased truck traffic within the
region. Additionally, consider a discussion of the lack of available safe, secure and
accessibleparking for long distance freight vehicles. Projected growth of truck traffic and
the demand for truck parking will continue to outpace the supply of public and private
parking facilities.

Due to the high number of residential developments, related functions such as micro-
transit and micro-freight, need to be analyzed. Optimizing curb space locations and micro-
freight and micro-transit routes may reduce congestion, VMT, and wait times for users.
Additional multi-modal transportation options such as bus rapid transit and parallel light
rail provide alternative options for travelers.

California Department of Transportation

The Department supports SCAG's efforts to create an integrated transit payment system,
discussed in the Shared Mobility and Mobility as a Service section. Please coordinate with
Caltrans since we are currently developing a similar statewide program. These efforts may
improve the accessibility and affordability of transit services which may result in reduced
emissions, VMT and congestion.
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Thank you for your comment. 1. Walking has been added as an example. 2. Active
transportation modes are defined throughout this section with a specific, separate
reference to micro-mobility. 3. Language has been added to Table 5.4. Inclusive
infrastructure design concepts are included throughout the Technical Report, with
specific ADA-related strategies outlined in the Implementation Strategies Section.

5.The Local Input Survey section of this Technical Report contains information SCAG
receives directly from our member jurisdictions. While we understand bike share and
other micro-mobility programs may shift due to a variety of factors, SCAG provides a
baseline assessment of micro-mobility across the region through our local input survey
and direct outreach to cities. Language has been added to this Technical Report to
specify a baseline year at which this information was gathered and noted this
information is subject to change. Language has also been added to clarify that while
cities and jurisdictions may not have a bike share program or micro-mobility available in
their jurisdiction at present, our analysis for modeling future micro-mobility access
across the region does not preclude jurisdictions from potentially having these modes
available at a later date. 6. Updates will be reflected in the Active Transportation
Technical Report.

Thank you for your comment. The Active Transportation Technical Report has been
updated to reflect proposed changes.

Trucks carry the largest fraction of goods moved, both in terms of ton-miles and cargo
value, of all of the goods movement modes. Truck traffic in the region is expected to
grow at a very high rate, much higher than auto traffic, and will use an increasing share
of the region’s highway facilities. Connect SoCal includes a number of projects and
strategies designed to address the impacts of this growing traffic. As noted, this growth
in truck traffic will also demand increased locations for safe, secure, and accessible
parking facilities. SCAG is currently working on efforts to understand these truck parking
needs, including creating an inventory of existing facilities and participating in a multi-
state effort considering truck parking solutions along I-15. SCAG will continue to explore
and expand efforts related to truck parking concerns.

Thank you for your comment. Connect SoCal identifies the importance of curb space
management and the need to optimize use of the public right-of-way for all users.

Submittal 0001553 Related Documents Link

Thanks for your comment. We look forward to working with Caltrans on Maa$ and
integrated payment advocacy, guidance and work.
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Consider incorporating discussion of policies of various agencies to promote existing and
future Park and Ride lots that may increase carpooling, bicycling and transit use as options
for commuters. This would reduce VMT and congestion.

Due to ROW constraints on the State Highway System (SHS), implementing Intelligent
Transportation Systems strategies, as discussed in the core vision of the 2020-2045
RTP/SCS, would allow for enhanced capabilities to protect transportation systems and
shorten response times, enhancing operations of the SHS.

Review of the Project List has highlighted the following inconsistencies:- Project FTIP ID-
ORA000820- SR 57 Truck Climbing has a total Cost of $164.2 million- Project FTIP 10-
ORA131301- SR 55 Add 1 Mixed Flow Lane frorn 1-5 to SR 91 has a total Cost of $151.1
million- Project FTIP ID- ORA131303- SR 57 Orangewood to Katella has a total Cost of
$70.6 million- Project FTIP ID- ORA131304 -1-405 Add 1 Mixed Flow Lane from 1-5 to SR
55 has a total Cost of $176 million

Attachment BCaltrans District 7 - Environmental Planninge Footnote 75: the hyperlink to
the Induced Travel Calculator may need to be corrected by simply removing "on October
25" from the clickable hyperlink. The hyperlink currently includes the phrase "on October
25" when clicked.e Page 3.17-8, Regional High-Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) System and Park
and Ride System: please clarify if the HOV system described in this section includes the
High Occupancy Toll (HOT) | express lanes. General information on the HOT lanes in the
SCAG region (LosAngeles County in particular) and how HOT/Express and HOV lanes differ
may be useful for this section.e Wildlife Crossing: Besides the Liberty Canyon Wildlife
Crossing that connects the Santa Monica Mountains to the open space of Simi Hills and
Santa Susana Mountains, there is another opportunity for a different Wildlife Crossing at
Conejo Grade around Camarillo andThousand Oaks that needs to be looked at.e SCAG,
Metro, and Caltrans should fund projects that will improve culverts for wildlife usage,
especially in the rural areas of Ventura County.e There is also opportunity for wildlife
crossings, connectivity, and corridor improvements on State Route 2 and Interstate 210
around La Canada Flintridge, State Route 118, and State Route 126 around the Moorpark
and Filmore area.e Rocky Peak on State Route 118 needs fencing and habitat connectivity
including corridor improvements for wildlife.e Areas along Interstate 5 and State Route 14
at Sylmar, Granada Hills and north of Santa Clarita need open space to be connected
(habitat connectivity) for wildlife movement.e Access to public parks and open spaces
need to be improved. Special buses at discount rate (to take people from inner-city to
these parks) will be very helpful to inner-city parents and families since many inner-city
neighborhoods are far from parks that have interestingresources.e Besides light-rails and
all proposed transportation projects, governmental agencies within Downtown Los Angeles
and other large cities should consider alternative working hours and equip their staff to
telecommute 3-4 times a month. This will improve lives and air quality.
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Comment noted. The Congestion Management Technical Report provides a discussion
on park and ride lots as a Transportation Demand Management strategy.

Thanks for your comment. We agree and look forward to continuing work with Caltrans
and member agencies to increase understanding and adoption of ITS strategies.

Comment noted. We have addressed all modification requests to the Project List
Technical Report as submitted by county transportation commissions through the
standard RTP long-range project list modification and FTIP database update processes.
Total project costs to the projects described here will be reflected as submitted by
OCTA.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001553.pdf

ID
Submitted by

0001553.06

Submitted by

0001348.01

Submitted by

0001442.01

Comment

California Department of Transportation

e Cal-Fire should have fire continues education for areas in the cities that boarders open
spaces. Training should be giving to volunteers and people who are willing to assist Fire
Officers and crew. We strongly encourage utility companies to place their utilities
lineunderground (buried) in areas that are prone to wildfires.e We believe some cities

within SCAG's Region collects rainwater and run-off water. Since the average annual rainfall

is between 12-22 inches, SCAG should encourage cities to capture rainwater, treat it and
release it to our dry ravines.

California Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

We applaud SCAGs development of the Connect SoCal Plan. Thank you for the opportunity

to comment on passages covering regional conservation planning tools. Please see the
attached document for suggested clarifications regarding the benefits and uses of those
tools.

California High Speed Rail Authority

The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority) received the Public Notice of

Availability letters from SCAG for the Connect SoCal Draft Plan and the Connect SoCal Draft
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), dated November 14, 2019 and December 9,

2019 respectively. Connect SoCal is SCAG’s Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable

Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) for the Southern California region, covering the timeframe
from 2020 to 2045. The Authority has reviewed both the Connect SoCal Draft Plan and the

Connect SoCal Draft PEIR, and respectfully provides SCAG with the following comments: -
Draft Plan, page 69: The Authority will release its Draft 2020 BusinessPlan in February

2020 for public review and comment. Final adoption of the 2020 Business Plan is expected

at CHSRA's April 2020 Boardmeeting, for submittal to the State Legislature by May 1,
2020.- Draft Plan, page 69: The Authority has not yet executed a Proposition 1A funding

agreement with Los Angeles Metro for the LINK US project. The Authority, Metro, and the

California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA) did execute a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) in September 2019 which established a commitment for these
agencies to work together cooperatively towards taking the necessary steps for this
funding agreement to be established.
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For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.
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Comment noted. Proposed revisions will be addressed in the Final Connect SoCal.
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The Final Connect SoCal and Passenger Rail Technical Report will be updated to address
these comments. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to
Comments, and Chapter 10.0 Corrections and Additions of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.
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California High Speed Rail Authority

Draft Plan, Passenger Rail Technical Report, page 13: The Authority 2018 Business Plan does

include discussion of the Phase 2 system from Los Angeles to San Diego. - Draft Plan,
Passenger Rail Technical Report, page 14: Current schedules for the Authority’s Southern
California sections are as follows: - Bakersfield to Palmdale — Draft EIR/EIS documents are
expected in early 2020, and Final EIR/EIS documents are expected in 2021. - Palmdale to

Burbank — Draft EIR/EIS documents are expected in 2020, and Final EIR/EIS documents are

expected in 2021. - Burbank to Los Angeles — Draft EIR/EIS documents are expected in
early 2020, and Final EIR/EIS documents are expected in 2021. - Los Angeles to Anaheim —

Draft EIR/EIS documents are expected in 2020, and Final EIR/EIS documents are expected in

2021. - Draft Plan, Passenger Rail Technical Report, page 31: Same comment as the Draft
RTP/SCS, page 69 regarding the LINK US project. - Draft Plan, Passenger Rail Technical
Report, page 34: There is no highspeed rail station planned in Sylmar. - Draft Plan,

Passenger Rail Technical Report, page 42: Same comment as the Draft RTP/SCS, Passenger
Rail Technical Report, page 13 regarding the HSR Phase 2 system. Also, remove Madera and

replace with Merced.

- Draft Plan, Project List Technical Report, page 128: The projected cost to complete
California High-Speed Rail Phase 1 — ENV/PE is $332 million for the Southern California
project sections. This is consistent with the CHSRA 2019 Project Update Report (PUR),
released in May 2019. COMPLETION YEAR — 2021, not 2017. - Draft Plan, Project List

Technical Report, page 242: The projected cost to complete the California High-Speed Rail

Phase 1 system is $38.96 billion for the Southern California project sections. This is
consistent with the Authority 2018 Business Plan Capital Cost Basis of Estimate Report,
released in June 2018. - Draft Plan, Project List Technical Report, page 242: California High-
Speed Rail Phase 2 — ENV/PE can be removed from the financially constrained RTP/SCS
project list.

- Draft PEIR, Financially-Constrained RTP/SCS Projects, page 128: Same comment as the
Draft RTP/SCS, Project List Technical Report, page 128. In addition, the Completion Year
should be changed from 2017 to 2021.  -Draft PEIR, Financially-Constrained RTP/SCS
Projects, page 243: Sametwo comments as the Draft RTP/SCS, Project List Technical
Report, page242.

In addition, we want to highlight related work that the Authority and SCAG have done in
partnership with the City of Palmdale and the City of Burbank to help fund Station Area
Planning efforts that will result in infrastructure and land use changes near future HSR
stations and existing Metrolink stations, including the Palmdale Transit Area Specific Plan,

and the Burbank Golden State Specific Plan. Both these efforts are ongoing and are related

to Connect SoCal. Thank you for your consideration of these comments.
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The Final Connect SoCal and Passenger Rail Technical Report will be updated to address
these comments.

Comment noted. Table 2 of the Project List Technical Report has been revised to include
the noted changes for Phase 1 and 2 ENV/PE projects. However, the total project cost
revision to 7120010, was not incorporated. The cost provided by the commenter from
the 2018 Business Plan includes segments outside of the SCAG region, while SCAG's
estimate conservatively represents the cost for the portion of the project only within
the SCAG region.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact
Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, and Chapter 10.0
Corrections and Additions of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.

Thank you for your comment. SCAG appreciates the opportunity to partner with the
California High-Speed Rail Authority on high-speed rail and station area planning in the
SCAG region.
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0001447.01 Dear Connect SoCal Team,Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Southern Thank you for your comments. Comments noted.
California Association of Governments (SCAG) 2020 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and
Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS), collectively called Connect SoCal. The California
Native Plant Society (CNPS) has advocated since 1965 for California vegetation from rare
plants to ecosystems. We bring together science, conservation, education, and gardening
to support native plants and their benefits. Benefits include ecosystem services (for
example clean air and water), biodiversity, wildlife and pollinator support, aesthetics, and
human recreation and enjoyment. State-wide programs are based in Sacramento and local
activities based in 35 chapters across the state. More information is available at
cnps.org.The CNPS Orange County Chapter continues to be part of the growing coalition
coordinated by Friends of Harbors, Beaches and Parks that supports the inclusion of natural
lands mitigation and policies within the SCAG plan. We offer the following comments on
the Natural and Farmland policy, goals, and next steps. 1. We support your adding
Conservation of Our Natural and Agricultural Lands as one of the ten main policies of
Connect SoCal. This action is appropriate given the cumulative impacts to the environment
and losses of nature’s benefits from past and future transportation and other development
actions. The Green Print project with The Nature Conservancy is exciting work within this
policy area. 2. We support mitigation strategies of ecosystem restoration, protection of
wildlife and native vegetation and riparian corridors, and permanently conserved lands.
Long term to permanent preservation requires acquisition, easement, and/or a state or
federally adopted Conservation Plan. These strategies are at levels appropriate for balance
with environmental challenges associated with mass transportation networks in mega-
metropolitan regions. 3. Consider aligning residents with Connect SoCal Natural Lands
projects by using simple messages, signage, and education. Describe tangible
improvements and benefits.

0001447.02 Thank you for reviewing our comments and we look forward to working with SCAG on the  Thank you for your comments. Comments noted. In the coming years, SCAG will be
implementation of this Plan, especially as it relates to the conservation policy and Natural working with local and regional entities to assist in the cross-jurisdictional coordination
and Farmlands Appendix. We request to be included on any notifications (electronic or of conservation strategies. Your group is encouraged to participate in the effort, and we
otherwise) about this policy’s creation and implementation, please send information to will send notifications about upcoming opportunities to the provided email address.

jenkinsbradc@gmail.com.
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Californians for Electric Rail

Californians for Electric Rail welcomes the opportunity to submit the below public
comments on the SCAG’s Connect SoCal 2020 SCAG RTP/SCS. Also, attached is a more
detailed proposal for electric short-haul freight rail service in the SCAG region. It is
commendable that the 2020 Connect SoCal plan Goods Movement technical report

describes the importance of workforce development, transportation safety and zero/near-

zero emissions vehicles at the outset. The level of investment that the railroads and
government agencies are making into the region’s freight rail network is impressive (Rail
Strategies, pgs. 40- 46). With $14.5 billion targeted for the proposed rail projects, a
significant portion of this will likely come from public sources. To accelerate the

commercial availability of cleaner locomotive technologies, public funding will be required

to put pilot fleets of advanced locomotives into service to demonstrate the equipment’s
viability. The mainline, port area rail, railyard and grade separation projects are worthy of

public support, given the economic and public benefits to the region. In order to maximize

this support, government agencies should leverage their contributions to railroad
companies to encourage the best available cleaner locomotive technologies, with an
eventual goal of zero-emissions.

Freight Rail Emissions Reduction Strategies-Less than 5% of non-electrified Rail activity

within the SCAG region is conducted with Tier 4 or better locomotives (p. 62), and CARB has

presented data that the locomotive inventory is going backwards with older equipment
being brought back into service as it is more capable and maintainable than newer low
emissions locomotives. Further, Metrolink is reporting that their new Tier 4 fleet is using

more fuel than anticipated, which means greater carbon emissions than anticipated. While
Tier 4 diesels significantly reduce the pollution caused by legacy diesel locomotives, Tier 4
locomotives still emit 6.5 times the NOx and 30 times the PM emissions of 2010 and newer

on-road trucks and are not a viable long-term solution to increase air qualities.Fully zero-
emission electric locomotives need to be introduced in the SCAG region where the

technology is appropriate today. Applications such as switchyard locomotives are an ideal

opportunity for introduction of battery-electric switcher locomotives. Technologies in
Development (pgs. 127-128):Long-Term Emissions Strategies for Rail-The so-called ‘long
term’ electrification strategies can actually start being deployed in the short and medium
term. This section mentions how in late 2017, the California Air Resources Board

awarded funding to a demonstration project at the Port of Los Angeles, in partnership with

Pacific Harbor Lines, of a battery-electric/natural gas hybrid locomotive developed by
VeRail Technologies. However, this project was not completed as VeRail has since ceased
operations. This is failed project, and reference to it should be removed.
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SCAG appreciates the comments from Californians for Electric Rail and looks forward to
continued input during and following adoption of Final Connect SoCal. SCAG will review
the detailed proposal for electric short-haul freight rail service in the SCAG region.

SCAG does not make any funding contributions to railroad companies, especially as
implementation is not within the purview of the agency. SCAG is supportive and willing
to facilitate opportunities, as appropriate and feasible, to work collaboratively with
public and private sector concerns to advance funding and implementation of strategies
to enhance the movement of goods throughout the region while mitigating is negative
effects.

Tier 4 locomotives are being phased in slowly as railroads do not find it economical to
retire older equipment before the end of its useful life. While not zero emission, relative
to Tier 2 engines, Tier 4 engines produce between 75-85 percent less NOX and PM
emissions. Corrections are reflected in the Final Connect SoCal to address comments
about the referenced locomotive demonstration project.
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Californians for Electric Rail

Technologies in Development (pgs. 127-128):The paragraph ‘Options for Zero-Emissions
Operation’ (pg. 128) omits the technology of all battery-electric locomotives. While a
hybrid electric locomotive is mentioned briefly, in practice an all-battery, zero-emissions
locomotive can be paired with an existing diesel locomotive to operate has a hybrid pair.
This is a viable option for zero-emissions locomotive track miles of operation in the SCAG

region. Battery-electric locomotives could also be easily used as switchers in railyards. Such

operation within a railyard avoids the operational (locomotive change-out) and range
limitations which would make battery operation a challenge for line-haul freight and

regional passenger trains. Zero-emissions switcher locomotives would also directly replace
existing diesel switchers, which are typically the oldest and dirtiest locomotives in a railroad
fleet. These dirty locomotives in urban railyard service have a disproportionate impact on
neighboring communities, so replacing them with electric switchers would have significant

public health benefits.

The ‘Goods Movement Technologies’ sections of the Connect SoCal Emerging Technologies

chapter should discuss electric rail, along with new intermodal rail car technologies which
will encourage mode shift from truck to rail.
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A discussion of the battery-electric locomotive will be addressed in the Final Connect
SoCal.

Electrification technologies require further evaluation to more precisely address
questions about cost, funding and how to best implement such systems with minimal
operational impacts. Because of the costs and potential operational challenges
associated with mainline electrification, such a strategy should be considered a longer-
term initiative, requiring further studies as well as proof of concept and prototype
testing of zero emission locomotive technologies that have the potential to minimize
cost and operational impacts. Electrification of the rail system in the SCAG region would
require the leadership of UP Railroad and BNSF Railway. Electric rail technologies are
briefly discussed in Appendix 1 of the Goods Movement Technical Report, entitled Near
and Long Term Zero and Near Zero Emissions Technology Opportunities for Trucks and
Rail. Due to market forces and the demand for flexibility, such strategies still might not
lead to a mode shift.
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Short-haul freight rail in the SCAG region- Alternatives to truck transportation are much
needed in the Los Angeles metro area, which is afflicted by the worst highway congestion
and air quality in the nation. To address pollution and congestion, a mode shift of more
freight from truck to rail is critical in Southern California. There would be major
environmental and energy-savings benefits to short-haul freight rail service. Moving a ton-
mile of freight by rail uses 1/3rd to 1/5th the energy (and resulting pollution) compared to
truck. This is true whether you are comparing diesel truck to a diesel train, or an electric
truck to electric train. California’s goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions dependent on
cleaner freight transport, and more rail must be part of the solution. About a third of all
containerized imports that move through the San Pedro Bay ports go by truck to
warehouses and distribution centers in San Bernardino and Riverside counties. With fast,
frequent short-haul freight rail shuttle trains between San Pedro Bay and the Inland
Empire, much of this freight presently moved by truck can be shifted to rail, to reduce
highway congestion and pollution. It was estimated that on-dock rail would account for
35% of incoming intermodal freight by 2040 (Port Area Rail Infrastructure Improvements,
pg. 44). However, the San Pedro Bay Ports’ Clean Air Action Plan (CAAP) calls for 35% by
2020 (this year), and 50% by 2030. To help achieve this goal, the CAAP stated that “the
Ports will explore the potential of short-haul rail in inland sorting facilities about 60 to 80
miles away from the Port area”. The 2018 California State Rail Plan also described the
potential benefits of short-haul freight shuttle trains : "Short-haul rail shuttles connecting
ports with inland regions hosting substantial international trade-related distribution activity
offer the opportunity to improve the velocity of the flow of goods into and out of the
densely populated regions of Southern California and San Francisco Bay Area. With
sufficiently high volumes, short-haul rail shuttles transfer the volume of freight truck traffic
away from the already congested highways, particularly in and around the major ports".

(From California State Department of Transportation, 2018 California State Rail Plan, Public

Release Draft, November 2017, section 5.2.6 Short-Haul Rail Improvements), pg.
168:http://www.dot.ca.gov/californiarail/docs/CSRP_PublicReleaseDraft_10112017.pdf)
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The introduction of short-haul rail from the San Pedro Bay Ports to locations in the
Inland Empire necessarily leads to the discussion of an inland port facility. SCAG, and
other regional agencies, have researched the feasibility of short-haul rail to an inland
port previously. While there are obstacles to the implementation of a short-haul rail
system, it demands more research and stakeholder engagement. Some of the most
difficult challenges include, but may not be limited to: 1) securing the participation of
either or both Union Pacific Railroad and/or BNSF Railway as this is a prerequisite for
development of an inland port and rail shuttle as each would have to consider plans
that would encompass rail operating, pricing, and equipment options, and capacity, and
2) siting for an intermodal terminal which requires high quality access to both the
railway and highway networks, is near a large cluster of customers, is big enough to
support the expected volume and to allow for expansion, is inexpensive to develop, and
is in a friendly community. SCAG remains open to facilitating discussions with both
private and public stakeholders about the feasibility of a short-haul train service as
appropriate.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001376.pdf
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Californians for Electric Rail

Short-haul freight rail between San Pedro Bay and the Inland Empire could be a more cost-
effective and environmentally friendly alternative to new truck-only lanes proposed as part
of the ‘Clean Freight Corridor System’/‘East-West Freight Corridor’ (pgs. 48-51). It is worth
noting that both the Georgia Ports Authority and the Ports of Virginia are growing as
competitors to the San Pedro Bay Ports, especially given the Panama Canal expansions
[Competition with Other Gateways, p. 33]. The Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach stand
to lose more business to these East Coast competitors, who are already benefiting from the
decongestion and capacity advantages of short haul freight rail service to inland intermodal
terminals. The Port of New Orleans is also seeking to develop an inland port served by
short-haul rail. Shifting of more cross-border freight from truck to rail needs to be listed

as a ‘key transportation strategy’ to improve flow of goods across the border (International
Port of Entry Strategies, pg. 56). As with short-haul freight rail within the SCAG region, this
U.S.-Mexico short-haul service would be enhanced with rapid-loading intermodal rail car
technology. The Carrizo Gorge Railway aka the Desert Line of the San Diego & Arizona
Eastern Railway (owned by San Diego Metropolitan Transit System) is in the process of
being restored to service by the Baja California Railroad. This rail line has great potential to
reduce truck traffic moving east from the factories of Tijuana along the steep and
dangerous stretch of |-8 through the Jacumba Mountains.

Land use and infrastructure planning (Environmental Conditions and Technology
Advancement Strategies, pg. 57) can help shift more freight movement from truck to rail.
Land use planning needs to avoid “logistics sprawl”, just as it would need to discourage
inefficient residential suburban sprawl. The answer is to concentrate
logistics/warehouse/distribution facilities adjacent to rail hubs, and not far flung locations
reachable only by truck.
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The introduction of short-haul rail from the San Pedro Bay Ports to locations in the
Inland Empire necessarily leads to the discussion of an inland port facility. SCAG, and
other regional agencies, have researched the feasibility of short-haul rail to an inland
port previously. While there are obstacles to the implementation of a short-haul rail
system, it demands more research and stakeholder engagement. Some requirements
may include, but may not be limited to: 1) the participation of either or both Union
Pacific Railroad and/or BNSF Railway as this is a prerequisite for development of an
inland port and rail shuttle as each would have to consider plans that would encompass
rail operating, pricing, and equipment options, and capacity, and 2) siting for an
intermodal terminal which requires high quality access to both the railway and highway
networks, is near a large cluster of customers, is big enough to support the expected
volume and to allow for expansion, is inexpensive to develop, and is in a friendly
community. SCAG remains open to facilitating discussions with both private and public
stakeholders about the feasibility of a short-haul train service as appropriate.lt is

critical to note that while the expansion of the Panama Canal could create significant
competition for the San Pedro Bay Ports, it must also be coupled with private market
forces (e.g., cost savings using the new canal, service reliability, etc.) and public sector
investments (e.g., dredging and channel deepening at competing ports, landside
infrastructure, etc.).SCAG is supportive of efforts related to the Desert Line and its
potential. It is also aware of the private sector forces and institutional barriers related to
a mode shift from truck to rail.

SCAG agrees that there needs to be greater integration between land use planning and
goods movement/infrastructure locations, especially as it can have significant effects on
congestion, emissions, and quality of life issues. With more than 1.2 billion square feet
of warehousing space currently in the region, and with future demand expected to grow
significantly, there are some limitations to the amount of
logistics/warehouse/distribution locations that can be placed near rail hubs. Moreover,
due to market forces and the demand for flexibility, proximity to a rail yard, still might
not lead to a mode shift.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001376.pdf
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Californians for Electric Rail

Battery Electric Regional Passenger and Short-Haul Freight Rail in Southern California:

Future battery-electric locomotives, especially hybrid battery-catenary versions, can plan
an important role in short-haul freight rail service, along with passenger service. This
concept for the Southern California region was supported by the San Pedro Bay Ports 2017
Clean Air Action Plan. About a third of all containerized imports that move through the San
Pedro Bay ports go by truck to warehouses and distribution centers in San Bernardino and
Riverside counties. With fast, frequent short-haul freight rail shuttle trains between San
Pedro Bay and the Inland Empire, much of this freight presently moved by truck can be
shifted to rail, to reduce highway congestion and pollution. The faster acceleration and
zero-emissions track miles enabled by electric locomotives will greatly enhance the
environmental and de-congestion benefits of short-haul freight rail service. As the battery
switcher locomotive technology is developed in the next several years, with operational
enhancements provided by advanced charging stations, short-haul freight rail is a natural
application for the technology. Future versions of battery-electric locomotives, equipped
with a pantograph, could utilize track in the region which will be electrified with
conventional overhead catenary wire. Range extension of a battery-electric locomotive can
be achieved by a conventional overhead catenary wire, or by more advanced means such
as wireless power transfer. Locomotives with both batteries and a retractable overhead
pantograph for receiving power from overhead catenary could utilize catenary wire where
it exists, and run only on battery where there is no catenary.

The California High Speed Rail Authority and Metrolink have plans to electrify major
passenger corridors which are shared with freight operations, and the Alameda Corridor
serving the ports is a likely candidate for conventional electrification. These battery-
catenary hybrids could also run only on battery where there is no catenary, such as in
railyards and tracks on the port docks, or lines and sidings which do not have the traffic to
economically justify installation of overhead catenary. Electrification of the Alameda

Corridor, combined with other infrastructure projects and policies which encourage shifting

of port freight movement from truck to rail, is a superior environmental and socially-
acceptable alternative to adding more lanes to the I-710 freeway. Proposed plan of
Southern California freight rail electrification: 1. Task force to study short-haul rail
electrification in Southern California 2. Pilot short-haul freight rail project in Southern
California, with diesel locomotives and FlexiWaggon technology- minimal intermodal
facility capital cost. 3. Pilot project of battery-electric switcher in freight rail yard.4.
Range-extension pilot project of battery-electric switchers in Ports, Alameda Corridor, and
railyards across the region. 5. Catenary-electric pilot project, building on range-extension
battery-electric pilot project.

Grade Separations-It is commendable that rail-road grade separations are a high priority
for the region, as they are such good investments for safety and congestion relief.
However, of the Grade Separations in the SCAG Connect SoCal 2020 plan (p. 43 & 92),
Orangethorpe in Orange County is listed as a completed grade separation project, and
shown as such on the map on Exhibit 18. This is false. There is no grade separation at
Orangethorpe in Anaheim, nor is one under construction at the present time. It has been
updated to a ‘no horn’ quiet zone, but is still a surface street crossing.
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The introduction of short-haul rail from the San Pedro Bay Ports to locations in the
Inland Empire necessarily leads to the discussion of an inland port facility. SCAG, and
other regional agencies, have researched the feasibility of short-haul rail to an inland
port previously. While there are obstacles to the implementation of a short-haul rail
system, it demands more research and stakeholder engagement. Some requirements
may include, but may not be limited to: 1) the participation of either or both Union
Pacific Railroad and/or BNSF Railway as this is a prerequisite for development of an
inland port and rail shuttle as each would have to consider plans that would encompass
rail operating, pricing, and equipment options, and capacity, and 2) siting for an
intermodal terminal which requires high quality access to both the railway and highway
networks, is near a large cluster of customers, is big enough to support the expected
volume and to allow for expansion, is inexpensive to develop, and is in a friendly
community. SCAG remains open to facilitating discussions with both private and public
stakeholders about the feasibility of a short-haul train service as
appropriate.Notwithstanding previous issues concerning a short-haul rail previously
raised, SCAG is technology agnostic but would support technologies that improve
freight flow and efficiency while diminishing or eliminating the deleterious impacts of
harmful emissions.

Comments noted.

Corrections are addressed in the Final Connect SoCal. There is no grade separation at
the location shown on the referenced map. Instead, the completed Orangethorpe grade
separation lies at the intersection of East Orangethorpe Avenue and East Chapman
Avenue just north of Anaheim Lake. The grade separation was complete in October
2016. More information can be found at the Orange County Transportation Authority
project page. The information will be updated in the table, project list, and maps in the
Goods Movement Technical Report.
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Californians for Electric Rail

The white paper "The Potential of Electric Freight Rail in Southern California" is attached as

an additional document as part of comments previously submitted comments by
Californians for Electric Rail (www.calelctricrail.org )

Californians for Electric Rail

Dear Connect SoCal Team,The attached Rapid Transit for Orange County white paper is
provided as input to the Connect SoCal 2020 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy. It is a collaboration of the groups Californians for Electric Rail,
Southern California Transit Advocates, People for Housing OC, and the Climate Action
Campaign. We see there is a need for more ambitious plans for mass transit in Orange
County than those so far laid out in SCAG and OCTA plans. We welcome regional

transportation planning efforts of the Southern California Association of Governments. We

see this planning process an opportunity for Southern California to find region-wide
solutions to pressing problems of housing, pollution, congestion, social equity and
transportation safety.

Center for Biological Diversity

These comments are submitted on behalf of the Center for Biological Diversity (the
“Center”) regarding the Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (“DEIR”) for Connect
SoCal 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy

(“RTP/SCS”). The Center has reviewed the DEIR and RTP/SCS and provides these comments

for consideration by the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG).The
Center is encouraged to see several conservation facets of the RTP/SCS, including SCAG’s
attention to preserve, enhance, and restore regional wildlife connectivity (RTP/SCS at 50),
avoid growth in wetlands, wildlife corridors, biodiverse areas, wildfire prone areas and
floodplains (RTP/SCS at 55), encourage housing and commercial development near public

transit and urban areas (RTP/SCS at 48) and incorporate greenbelts into planning initiatives

(RTP/SCS at 55). The Center respectfully submits these comments to help achieve SCAG’s
aspirations of a “healthier, safer, more resilient and economically vibrant region” by

facilitating a comprehensive approach to growth that addresses human transportation and

development needs, the needs of wildlife and habitats that are fragmented by

transportation infrastructure and development, and how we can make human and natural

communities more resilient to climate change.The Center is a non-profit, public interest

environmental organization dedicated to the protection of native species and their habitats

through science, policy, and environmental law. The Center has over 1.7 million members
and online activists throughout California and the United States. The Center and its

members have worked for many years to protect imperiled plants and wildlife, open space,

air and water quality, and overall quality of life for people in Southern California.

68

Response

Submittal 0001401 Related Documents Link

Comment noted.

Submittal 0001402 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your comment. SCAG coordinates with the county transportation
commissions and transit operators in the region to identify financially constrained long-
range transit improvements. The transit projects included in Connect SoCal for Orange
County reflect the input from the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA)
developed through its Transit Master Plan, identifying an OC Transit Vision for
enhancing and expanding public transit, and its Long Range Transportation Plan.
Additional transit investments that do not currently have funding may be considered in
future plan updates.

Submittal 0001444 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Connect SoCal and associated PEIR.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001401.pdf
https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001402.pdf
https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001444.pdf
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Center for Biological Diversity

The Center is encouraged to see the inclusion of Goal #10, “Promote conservation of
natural and agricultural lands and restoration of critical habitats” (DEIR at ES-7); however,
integrating wildlife connectivity is critical to overall ecosystem health and biodiversity.
Doing so would also improve chances of attaining other goals, including supporting healthy
and equitable communities, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and improving air quality,
and adapting to climate change. Preserving and restoring habitat connectivity would help
ensure invaluable ecosystem services that benefit human communities, including but not
limited to water purification, erosion control, groundwater recharge, resilience to extreme
weather events (e.g., severe storms and flooding), carbon sequestration, and crop
pollination.

As mentioned in the Center’s Notice of Preparation comment letter, roads and traffic
create barriers that lead to habitat loss and fragmentation, which harms wildlife and
people. As barriers to wildlife movement and the cause of injuries and mortalities due to
wildlife vehicle collisions, roads and traffic can affect an animal’s behavior, movement
patterns, reproductive success, and physiological state, which can lead to significant
impacts on individual wildlife, populations, communities, landscapes, and ecosystem
function (Mitsch and Wilson 1996; Trombulak and Frissell 2000; van der Ree et al. 2011;
Haddad et al. 2015; Marsh and Jaeger 2015; Ceia-Hasse et al. 2018). For example, habitat
fragmentation from roads and traffic has been shown to cause mortalities and harmful
genetic isolation in mountain lions in southern California (Riley et al. 2006, 2014, Vickers et
al. 2015), increase local extinction risk in amphibians and reptiles (Cushman 2006; Brehme
et al. 2018), cause high levels of avoidance behavior and mortality in birds and insects
(Benitez-Lépez et al. 2010; Loss et al. 2014; Kantola et al. 2019), and alter pollinator
behavior and degrade habitats (Trombulak and Frissell 2000; Goverde et al. 2002; Aguilar et
al. 2008). Habitat fragmentation also severely impacts plant communities. An 18-year study
found that reconnected landscapes had nearly 14% more plant species compared to
fragmented habitats, and that number is likely to continue to rise as time passes
(Damschen et al. 2019). The authors conclude that efforts to preserve and enhance
connectivity will pay off over the long-term and “[conservation] plans that focus solely on
habitat area, will leave unrealized the substantial, complementary, and persistent gains in
biodiversity attributable specifically to landscape connectivity,” (Damschen et al.
2019).The Center recommends the goal be edited as follows:Goal #10: “Promote
conservation of natural and agricultural lands and habitat connectivity and restoration of
critical habitats and wildlife movement corridors.”
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Thank you for your comment. SCAG recognizes the importance of habitat connectivity
to conservation and ensuring a healthy ecosystem. Habitat connectivity areas were
included as a growth constraint principle for the Connect SoCal's scenario design, along
with areas high in species biodiversity and wetlands. Additionally, "Improve Natural
Corridor Connectivity" is a recommended policy outlined in the Natural & Farm Lands
Conservation Technical Report, specifically to: "Encourage and facilitate research,
programs and policies to identify, protect and restore natural habitat corridors,
especially where corridors cross county boundaries. Additionally, continue support for
preserving wildlife corridors and wildlife crossings to minimize the impact of
transportation projects on wildlife species and habitat fragmentation."

While not specifically listed in Goal #10, habitat connectivity, including wildlife corridors,
is an important aspect of the Connect SoCal. Habitat connectivity areas are identified as
growth constraints in the Plan's scenario development and methodology, and "Improve
Natural Corridor Connectivity" is a recommended policy outlined in the Natural & Farm
Lands Conservation Technical Report, specifically to: "Encourage and facilitate research,
programs and policies to identify, protect and restore natural habitat corridors,
especially where corridors cross county boundaries. Additionally, continue support for
preserving wildlife corridors and wildlife crossings to minimize the impact of
transportation projects on wildlife species and habitat fragmentation."


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001444.pdf
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Center for Biological Diversity

Wildlife vehicle collisions pose a major public safety and economic threat, as well as a
threat to the region’s wildlife and biodiversity. During 2015 to 2018 more than 26,000
incidents involving vehicles and wildlife were reported to the California Highway Patrol,
which included reports of animals standing next to, in, or running across lanes, collisions
with large animals, or swerving to avoid collisions and resulting in a crash (Shilling et al.
2019). State reports and car insurance companies estimate that that 7,000 to 23,000
wildlife vehicle collisions (with large mammals) have occurred annually on California roads
(Shilling et al. 2017; Shilling et al. 2018; Shilling et al. 2019; State Farm Insurance Company
2016, 2018). These crashes result in human loss of life, injuries, emotional trauma, and
property damages that can add up to an estimated $300-600 million per year and over $1
billion from 2015-2018, based on reported wildlife vehicle collisions. And it is important to
note that collisions with large animals often go unreported as much as 5- to 10-fold
(Donaldson and Lafon 2008; Olson et al. 2014; Donaldson 2017) Thus, avoiding and
minimizing impacts of transportation projects and development on wildlife movement and
habitat connectivity would help preserve biodiversity and ecosystem health while
protecting human health and safety.

The Guiding Principles should reflect the need to adequately address wildlife movement
and habitat connectivity issues to minimize wildlife vehicle collisions. Outside of California
many states, including Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, New Mexico,
Utah, Washington, and Wyoming, have been proactively addressing wildlife connectivity
issues and realizing the benefits of wildlife crossing infrastructure. For example, Arizona,
Colorado, and Wyoming have seen 80-96% reductions in wildlife vehicle collisions while
gradually increasing the level of wildlife permeability over time (it appears that some
species take more time than others to adapt to crossings) on sections of highways where
they have implemented wildlife crossing infrastructure, such as underpasses, culverts,
overpasses, wildlife fencing, and escape ramps (Dodd et al. 2012; Sawyer et al. 2012;
Kintsch et al. 2018). Utah just completed the state’s largest wildlife overpass at Parleys
Canyon for moose, elk, and deer. Washington State is about to complete its largest wildlife
overpass on 1-90, which is anticipated to provide habitat connectivity for a wide variety of
species between the North and South Cascade Mountains. The overpass cost $6.2 million
as part of a larger $900 million expansion project that will include multiple wildlife crossings
along a 15-mile stretch of highway. Savings from less hospital bills, damage costs, and road
closures from fewer wildlife vehicle collisions will make up those costs in a few years
(Valdes 2018). State transportation departments are actively pursuing these types of
projects because of the benefits for wildlife connectivity, public safety, and the economy.
California needs to follow suit and more actively invest in preserving habitat connectivity
where there are no roads while also enhancing or restoring connectivity where roads or
other transportation infrastructure already exist.
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SCAG recognizes the importance of habitat connectivity to conservation and ensuring a
healthy ecosystem. Habitat connectivity areas were included as a growth constraint
principle for the Connect SoCal's scenario design, along with areas high in species
biodiversity and wetlands. Additionally, "Improve Natural Corridor Connectivity" is a
recommended policy outlined in the Natural & Farm Lands Conservation Technical
Report, specifically to: "Encourage and facilitate research, programs and policies to
identify, protect and restore natural habitat corridors, especially where corridors cross
county boundaries. Additionally, continue support for preserving wildlife corridors and
wildlife crossings to minimize the impact of transportation projects on wildlife species
and habitat fragmentation."

SCAG recognizes the importance of habitat connectivity to conservation and ensuring a
healthy ecosystem. Connect SoCal addresses habitat connectivity in the scenario
methodology as well as strategies and next steps outlined in the Natural & Farm Lands
Conservation Technical Report.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001444.pdf
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Center for Biological Diversity

The Draft Plan recognizes two important ecological components about southern California.

First, it recognizes the incomparable biological diversity of California, due primarily to its
flora:“The region’s desert, mountain and coastal habitats have some of the highest

concentrations of native plant and animal species on the planet. Southern California is part

of the California Floristic Province, one of the planet’s top twenty-five biodiversity
hotspots.” (RTP/SCS at 23)Secondly, it recognizes the significant contribution to
greenhouse gas sequestration that plants, exposed soils and open space provide:“In
addition to their respective roles in biodiversity and food production, both natural areas

and farmlands help reduce the impacts of climate change by capturing greenhouse gases in

the soil, plants, and trees instead of allowing them to concentrate in the atmosphere.”
(RTP/SCS at 36)

In addition, southern California native plants are adapted to our unique “Mediterranean”
climate and persist in our relatively arid conditions where rainfall primarily occurs on the
winter. For all of these reasons, the Draft Plan needs to adopt the commitment to the
preferential use of native plants as part of the final 2020-2045 Regional
Transportation/Sustainable Communities Plan.Much literature is available on the use of
native plants on roadsides. The Federal Highway Administration produced a Managers
Guide to Roadside Revegetation Using Native Plants (FHA-DOT 2007), which
notes:“Native plants are a foundation of ecological health and function. Revegetating
roadsides with native plants is a key practice for managing environmental impacts and
improving conditions for healthy ecosystems. The ability to establish native plant
communities on roadsides is central to determining whether the transportation corridor
will be a healthy environment or a damaged one.”The Guide continues to tout the
benefits of using native plants along transportation corridors as follows:“Native plants
along roadsides offer ecological, economic, safety, and aesthetic advantages. Ecologically,

healthy native plant communities often are the best long-term defense against invasive and
noxious weeds. Economically, maintenance costs for managing problematic vegetation are

reduced, as are the concerns that sometimes result when weeds from roadsides invade
neighboring lands or when pollution from herbicides occurs.”

From the perspective of safety, the FHA states:“The establishment of native plant
communities supports transportation safety goals in a number of ways. One of the most

important is by improving the function of roadside engineering. Appropriate vegetation can
enhance visibility and support design features to help drivers recover if their vehicles leave

the pavement. When native plant materials areincorporated into road design, they can
improve long-term slope stability while softening visual experiences.”
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Thank you for your comment.

Connect SoCal emphasizes that the region’s desert, mountain and coastal habitats have
some of the highest concentrations of native plant and animal species on the planet.
Connect SoCal recognizes that many habitats, both protected and unprotected, are in
need of restoration efforts such as non-native species removal, re-introduction of native
species, erosion control and re-connecting fragmented areas. One of Connect SoCal's
principal goals is to promote conservation of natural lands and restoration of habitats,
which will be supported through a future Regional Advance Mitigation Program.

Additionally, project level mitigation measures regarding the preservation of native
plants are provided in Section 3.4, Biological Resources (PMM Bio-1 and PMM Bio-1) of
the Connect SoCal PEIR.

Comment noted. SCAG recognizes the importance of plants native to Southern
California to ensuring a healthy ecosystem and encourages their use in all appropriate
capacities. SCAG is interested in exploring strategies and partnerships related to native
plants for the implementation of Connect SoCal. Your agency is encouraged to
participate in this effort. In addition, the PEIR has been updated to incorporate
applicable and appropriate guidance (e.g. FHWA-HEP-16-059), as well as best
management practices, to benefit pollinators with a focus on native plants.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001444.pdf
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0001444.09 Native roadside vegetation helps to identify local place, reduces the cost of roadside Comment noted.
maintenance, and requires little to no pesticides (Quarles 2003). Tinsley et al (2007) found
that native revegetation grass and forb seed mixes outperformed non-native seed mixes in
establishing cover on roadsides and concluded that “suites of early- and late-successional
native species can provide a highly effective mix for revegetation projects”. In order to
assure successful planting with native plant species, care must be taken when planning
native roadside Page Splantings. Plant selection must consider soil type and compaction
from engineered slopes, harsh microclimates directly adjacent to roads, invasive species,
and pollution from vehicle emissions. Haan et al. (2012) found that “soil characteristics
largely determined plant survival” but other considerations were also important
considerations. Karim and Mallik (2007) found that “floristic zonation along roadsides is a
function of roadside microtopography, substrate type and environmental gradients created
by the road building process” and that certain native plant species were more successful in
certain zones. Therefore, careful selection of native species is crucial to successfully
vegetating transportation corridors. Fortunately, California’s diverse native flora provides
the diversity to meet the roadside zones. Several drought tolerant native species lists,
tailored to local conditions are readily available for the South Bay of Los Angeles County
and coastal southern California.

0001444.10 Because of the ongoing pollinator crisis, the Draft Plan also needs to adopt the Please refer to the Connect SoCal PEIR for mitigation measures related to pollinators.
commitment to use best management practices for pollinators as part of the final 2020- The PEIR has been updated to incorporate applicable and appropriate guidance (e.g.
2045 Regional Transportation/Sustainable Communities Plan. The Federal Highways FHWA-HEP-16-059), as well as best management practices, to benefit pollinators with a
Administration (FHA-DOT 2015) provides guidelines for best management practices that focus on native plants.

will benefit pollinators and includes a focus on using native plants. Wildlife connectivity
typically focuses on large animals that require safe passage through and beyond their home
territories and because of that scale, automatically protects a suite of more localized plants
and animals. Here, linear roadside corridors are obviously inappropriate for large mammals,
but can still be important and indeed crucial to plants and small animals, including
invertebrates. Therefore, these types of linear features should not be overlooked for their
potential ecological benefits.

0001444.11 While some of the SCAG transportation goals include roads and road improvements in Connect SoCal emphasizes that the region’s desert, mountain and coastal habitats have
urbanized areas, these areas provide great opportunities to transition plantings to native some of the highest concentrations of native plant and animal species on the planet.
plants that are drought tolerant, sequester carbon, provide linear habitat for local fauna Connect SoCal recognizes that many habitats, both protected and unprotected, are in
and identify a sense of place based on southern California’s iconic flora. For these reasons  need of restoration efforts such as non-native species removal, re-introduction of native
and those listed above, the Draft Plan would benefit from the incorporation of a species, erosion control and re-connecting fragmented areas. One of Connect SoCal's
commitment to the preferential use of native plants as part of the final 2020-2045 Regional principal goals is to promote conservation of natural lands and restoration of habitats,
Transportation/Sustainable Communities Plan. which will be supported through a future Regional Advance Mitigation Program.
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Center for Biological Diversity

Therefore, the Center recommends Connect SoCal Guiding Principles to be edited as
follows:Guiding Principle #2: Place high priority for transportation funding in the region

on projects and programs that improve human mobility, accessibility, reliability and safety,

and wildlife connectivity that is based on native southern California flora.

Guiding Principle #5: Encourage transportation investments that will result in improved air

quality and public health and safety, and reduced greenhouse gas emissions

The Center is encouraged to see that SCAG’s land use strategies include prioritizing infill

and redevelopment; facilitating multimodal transportation for various purposes (i.e., work,

education, other destinations); urban greening; and avoiding growth in wetlands, wildlife
corridors, biodiverse areas, wildfire prone areas, and floodplains. However, the
Transportation Project List contains over 300 pages of projects in Appendix 2.0, many of
which include the widening and extension of freeways, which will result in increased

greenhouse gas (“GHG”) emissions and fragment landscapes and wildlife connectivity while
promoting sprawl development, some of which is located in high fire hazard severity zones.

As the Center noted in its NOP comments to SCAG last year, scientific studies and state

agency reports from the California Air Resources Board (“CARB”) have shown the state will

not achieve the necessary GHG emissions reductions to meet its mandates for 2030 and
2050 without significant changes to how communities and transportation systems are
planned, funded and built. Significant reductions in GHG emissions is the only pathway to
limiting the impacts of climate crisis, which are already being felt by people and wildlife
throughout the state. Those reductions will not be achieved by small half measures of

simply encouraging more zero-emission vehicles or hoping local agencies will change their

land use decision-making in the future. Instead agencies at all levels—state, regional and
local—must take head on the interconnected relationship between the climate crisis and
land use, housing, workforce growth and transportation investments. Fundamental

changes in land use planning for the future by local and regional land use agencies and hard

questions about existing transportation plans must occur.
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SCAG recognizes the importance of plants native to Southern California to ensuring a
healthy ecosystem and encourages their use in all appropriate capacities. In the coming
years, SCAG will be working with stakeholders to implement conservation strategies in
Connect SoCal, such as developing a Regional Greenprint as well as a Regional Advance
Mitigation Program, where native plant conservation will be considered as a priority
strategies. Your agency is encouraged to participate in these efforts, as well as to
introduce this issue for consideration in changes to the guiding principles in future plan
updates.

Comment noted. Guiding Principle #2 addresses the safety issue. Also, goals and guiding
principles were developed through a comprehensive process engaging stakeholders,
SCAG policy committees and the SCAG Regional Council. Any changes proposed to the
goals and guiding principles will need to go through a similar process. However, SCAG
will be happy to consider your suggestion in future plan updates.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.
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Center for Biological Diversity

For example, the Transportation Project List earmarks an astounding $600,000,000 for the
138 Northwest Corridor Improvement Project to support leapfrog sprawl development like

Tejon Ranch Company’s proposed Centennial city. Centennial would be located 60 miles
away from a major work center (i.e, downtown Los Angeles)so the Project's anticipated
57,000 residents will be forced to drive long distances to reach jobs, schools, and supplies

for decades during Project build-out. Centennial alone would generate 75,000 new vehicle
trips per day, with an average trip length of 45 miles. The development will also pave over
pristine native grasslands rich with endemic and rare species in a mountain lion movement

corridor important for statewide genetic connectivity and an area designated as having
very high fire hazard severity.

In addition to the 138 Northwest Corridor Improvement Project, there are many projects
that involve paving over dirt roads, which could lead to increased traffic that would result

in increased greenhouse gas emissions from increasing VMT and significant impact on small

animal species since roads with heavy traffic may deter movement from a wide range of
small animals (Brehme et al. 2013; Brehme et al. 2018). Transportation projects should

focus more on public transit infrastructure and less on widening already large freeways and

paving dirt roads, both of which facilitate the use of more cars and increase vehicle miles
traveled, commute times, air pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions.

The Transportation Project List allocates many millions of dollars on I-15 expansion projects

even while the I-15 continues to be a major barrier to mountain lion and wildlife

movement, and critical wildlife crossings along the I-15 remain unfunded. Instead of further

degrading habitat connectivity by expending hundreds of millions of dollars on multi-lane

highways in remote areas that will fill up with GHG emitting vehicles, SCAG should prioritize

funding for more public transit and adequate wildlife crossings on existing highways. For

instance, critical wildlife crossings such as the Liberty Canyon Wildlife Crossing are not yet

fully funded. In fact, in the 300-page project list, there is only a single listed proposal for a
wildlife crossing.

As it stands, the RTP/SCS contains laudable goals regarding sustainable development,
reducing VMT, and increasing wildlife connectivity. However, many of the projects on the
Transportation Project List will undercut these goals by increasing VMT and exacerbating

existing connectivity problems. If SCAG is serious about addressing this region-wide issue, it

should work to reallocate funding away from particularly damaging projects and instead
allocate funding towards public transit and wildlife connectivity projects.
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Comment noted. SCAG worked closely with the six county transportation commissions
to identify the projects included in the Final Connect SoCal, and each commission
likewise coordinated their countywide projects with local transportation agencies.
SCAG worked collaboratively with stakeholders to identify additional key projects that
address challenges that are regional in nature. Decisions to delete, replace or modify a
project should similarly undergo a coordinated process involving the affected county
transportation commission and lead agency. Substantive changes to projects may be
addressed in the next update or amendment to the plan.

Comment noted. SCAG worked closely with the six county transportation commissions
to identify the projects included in the Final Connect SoCal, and each commission
likewise coordinated their countywide projects with local transportation agencies.
SCAG worked collaboratively with stakeholders to identify additional key projects that
address challenges that are regional in nature. Decisions to delete, replace or modify a
project should similarly undergo a coordinated process involving the affected county
transportation commission and lead agency. Substantive changes to projects may be
addressed in the next update or amendment to the plan.

Comment noted. SCAG worked closely with the six county transportation commissions
to identify the projects included in the Final Connect SoCal, and each commission
likewise coordinated their countywide projects with local transportation agencies.
SCAG worked collaboratively with stakeholders to identify additional key projects that
address challenges that are regional in nature. Decisions to delete, replace or modify a
project should similarly undergo a coordinated process involving the affected county
transportation commission and lead agency. Substantive changes to projects may be
addressed in the next update or amendment to the plan.

Comment noted. SCAG worked closely with the six county transportation commissions
to identify the projects included in Connect SoCal, and each commission likewise
coordinated their countywide projects with local transportation agencies. SCAG worked
collaboratively with stakeholders to identify additional key projects that address
challenges that are regional in nature. Decisions to delete, replace or modify a project
should similarly undergo a coordinated process involving the affected county
transportation commission and lead agency. Substantive changes to projects may be
addressed in the next update or amendment to the plan.
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The Center is encouraged by SCAG’s goals and guiding principles that focus on supporting
more development supported by existing public transit. (RTP/SCS at 8.) However, the
Center believes SCAG can and should do more to reduce daily vehicles miles traveled.
Increases in VMT negatively impact communities by leading to more vehicle crashes,
poorer air quality, increases in chronic diseases associated with reduced physical activity,
and worse mental health. Also, as noted above, the natural environment is impacted as
higher VMT leads to more collisions with wildlife and fragments habitat. Therefore, any
additional step SCAG takes to reduce VMT will have co-benefits of better air quality,
decreased chronic disease, decreased wildlife-vehicle collisions, and less habitat
fragmentation.

As currently drafted, the RTP/SCS boasts of a 4.1% reduction in VMT per capita from a 2045
baseline and a 9.5% reduction from the base year of 2016. (RTP/SCS at 5, 122.) However,
these reductions are far less than reductions in VMT detailed in the December 2018
Technical Advisory issued by the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (“OPR VMT
Report”). The OPR VMT Report concluded, “achieving 15 percent lower per capita
(residential) or per employee (office) VMT than existing development is both generally
achievable and is supported by evidence that connects this level of reduction to the State’s
emissions goals.” (OPR VMT Report at 12.) OPR emphasized that land use decisions to
reduce GHG emissions associated with the transportation sector are crucial to meet the
state’s GHG reductions goals. (Id. at 3.) The OPR VMT Report further noted that because
California cannot meet its climate goals without curbing single-occupancy vehicle activity,
land use patterns and transportation options will need to change to support reductions in
VMT. (Id. at 10.) Historically regional SCS and RTPs have lead increases in VMT rather than
decreasing them as SB 375 intended. While SCAG’s RTP/SCS has taken a small step in the
right direction, it is not enough, and more fundamental changes are needed. The Center
urges SCAG to utilize the RTP/SCS process to set the region on the path reducing its VMT at
the level necessary to address the climate crisis and meet the state’s GHG reduction goals.

The Center is encouraged to see SCAG acknowledge the importance of wildlife corridors
and habitat connectivity by including the preservation, enhancement, and restoration of
regional wildlife connectivity (RTP/SCS at 50), avoiding growth in wetlands, wildlife
corridors, biodiverse areas, wildfire prone areas and floodplains (RTP/SCS at 55), and
drawing attention to greenbelts (RTP/SCS at 55). Mountain lions are a key indicator species
of wildlife connectivity. As the last remaining wide-ranging top predator in the region, the
ability to move through large swaths of interconnected habitat is vital for genetic
connectivity and their long-term survival. In addition, impacts to mountain lions in the
SCAG region could have severe ecological consequences; loss of the keystone species
would have ripple effects on other plant and animal species, potentially leading to a
decrease in biodiversity and diminished overall ecosystem function. Without mountain
lions, increased deer populations can overgraze vegetation and cause stream banks to
erode (Ripple and Beschta 2006; Ripple and Beschta 2008). Many scavengers, including
foxes, raptors, and numerous insects, would lose a reliable food source (Ruth and Elbroch
2014; Barry et al. 2019). Fish, birds, amphibians, reptiles, rare native plants, and butterflies
would diminish if this apex predator were lost (Ripple and Beschta 2006; Ripple and
Beschta 2008; Ripple et al. 2014).
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Comment noted.

Thank you for taking the time to review and comment on the draft Connect SoCal. SCAG
has been coordinating closely with OPR throughout the process of SB 743 development
and implementation. It’s important to emphasize that the VMT reductions to be
achieved through implementation of SB 743 are calculated for new development
relative to existing trends. SB 743 provides a prescriptive methodology to begin
reversing statewide and regional development trends that have tended to encourage
higher per capita VMT. The 15 percent VMT reduction thresholds recommended in the
OPR guidelines provide a means for reducing the VMT impact of new development
projects to levels that will allow the state to achieve our greenhouse gas emission
reduction goals. While the per capita VMT reductions reported in Connect SoCal may
appear to be minimal, when attributed to the entire population of the SCAG region of
more than 19 million residents, these improvements are very significant and represent
meaningful progress toward meeting our GHG emission reduction goals. The effort to
constrain growth in the length and duration of motor vehicle trips is a primary focus of
Connect SoCal.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.
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In light of recent studies regarding imperiled mountain lion populations in Southern For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
California, the DEIR fails to disclose or describe the RTP/SCS’s severe impacts on mountain  (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
lion populations throughout the SCAG region. CEQA requires a “mandatory finding of PEIR.

significance” if there is substantial evidence in the record that the Project may cause a
“wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels; threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community; substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of an
endangered, rare or threatened species . . ..” (CEQA Guidelines § 15065(a)(1).) This means
that a project is deemed to have a significant impact on the environment as a matter of law
if it reduces the habitat of a species, or reduces the number or range of an endangered,
rare, or threatened species.3 (See Endangered Habitats League, Inc. v. County of Orange
(2005) 131 Cal.App.4th 777, 792 fn. 12 [citing Defend the Bay v. City of Irvine (2004) 119
Cal.App.4th 1261, 1273-1274].)

There is ample scientific evidence that indicates mountain lion populations in Southern For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
California are imperiled and that human activities and land use planning that does not (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
integrate adequate habitat connectivity can have adverse impacts on mountain lions. PEIR.

Continued habitat loss and fragmentation has led to 10 genetically isolated populations
within California. Several populations in Southern California are facing an extinction vortex
due to high levels of inbreeding, low genetic diversity, and high human-caused mortality
rates from car strikes on roads, depredation kills, rodenticide poisoning, poaching, disease,
and increased human-caused wildfires (Ernest et al. 2003; Ernest et al. 2014; Riley et al.
2014; Vickers et al. 2015; Benson et al. 2016; Gustafson et al. 2018; Benson et al. 2019).
This is detailed in the Center’s petition to the California Fish and Game Commission to
protect Southern California and Central Coast mountain lions under the California
Endangered Species Act (Yap et al. 2019).Mountain lions in the Santa Monica Mountains
and Santa Ana Mountains were found to have dangerously low genetic diversity and
effective population size, and they are likely to become extinct within 50 years if gene flow
with other mountain lion populations is not improved (Benson et al. 2016; Gustafson et al.
2018; Benson et al. 2019). Due to extreme isolation caused by roads and development, the
Santa Monica and Santa Ana mountains populations exhibit high levels of inbreeding, and,
with the exception of the endangered Florida panther, have the lowest genetic diversity
observed for the species globally (Ernest et al. 2014; Riley et al. 2014; Gustafson et al. 2018;
Benson et al. 2019). In addition, Gustafson et al. (2018) found that the nearby mountain
lion population in the San Gabriel/San Bernardino Mountains also has low genetic diversity
and effective population size, which indicates that they too have a high risk of extinction.
The long-term survival of these mountain lions, along with those in the Tehachapi and
Sierra Pelona mountains, are vital for statewide genetic connectivity (Gustafson et al.
2018). Improved connectivity among the mountain lion populations within the SCAG
Region and beyond is essential for the long-term survival of Southern California mountain
lion populations (Gustafson et al. 2017; Gustafson et al. 2018; Benson et al. 2019).
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Growth and development in identified “major highway projects” (RTP/SCS at Exhibit 3.2),
“transit priority areas” (RTP/SCS at Exhibit 3.7), “priority growth area - high quality transit
areas” (RTP/SCS at Exhibit 3.8), and “livable corridors” (RTP/SCS at 3.10) could have severe
impacts on Southern California’s already-imperiled mountain lion populations. Such
development without addressing wildlife connectivity issues and integrating effective
wildlife crossings and corridors could lead to the extirpation of multiple mountain lion
populations in the SCAG region. The RTP/SCS should encourage the involvement of wildlife
connectivity experts from CDFW and other agencies, organizations, academic institutions,
communities, and local groups starting at the initial planning stage of development and
transportation projects so that habitat connectivity can be strategically integrated into
project design and appropriately considered in the project budget. The RTP/SCS should
require highway projects to include adequate wildlife crossing infrastructure in order to
reduce impacts to mountain lions and other species.

Project planning should consider the impacts of climate change on wildlife movement and
habitat connectivity in the design and implementation of projects and any mitigation.
Climate change is increasing stress on species and ecosystems, causing changes in
distribution, phenology, physiology, vital rates, genetics, ecosystem structure and
processes, and increasing species extinction risk (Warren et al. 2011). A 2016 analysis found
that climate-related local extinctions are already widespread and have occurred in
hundreds of species, including almost half of the 976 species surveyed (Wiens 2016). A
separate study estimated that nearly half of terrestrial non-flying threatened mammals and
nearly one-quarter of threatened birds may have already been negatively impacted by
climate change in at least part of their distribution (Pacifici et al. 2017). A 2016 meta-
analysis reported that climate change is already impacting 82 percent of key ecological
processes that form the foundation of healthy ecosystems and on which humans depend
for basic needs (Scheffers et al. 2016). Genes are changing, species' physiology and physical
features such as body size are changing, species are moving to try to keep pace withPage
10suitable climate space, species are shifting their timing of breeding and migration, and
entire ecosystems are under stress (Parmesan and Yohe 2003; Root et al. 2003; Parmesan
2006; Chen et al. 2011; Maclean and Wilson 2011; Warren et al. 2011; Cahill et al. 2012).

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the DEIR and RTP/SCS for Connect
SoCal. We look forward to working with SCAG to foster land use policy and growth patterns
that promote wildlife movement and habitat connectivity, facilitate public health and
safety, and move towards the State’s climate change goals. Please do not hesitate to
contact the Center with any questions at the number or email listed below.
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For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

Thank you for your comment.
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The Center for Demographic Research (CDR) at Cal State Fullerton has reviewed the Draft

2020 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS, “Connect
SoCal”), its associated appendices, and the growth forecast dataset. We greatly appreciate

the opportunity to do so and for all of the work SCAG staff has done to produce these

reports and the work with local agencies during the development process. We also want to

extend our thanks for the close coordination between SCAG and CDR on behalf of Orange
County jurisdictions to ensure the 2020 RTP/SCS growth forecast accurately reflects

development agreements; entitlements; current and recent construction; open space; and

general plan densities. On December 11, 2019, CDR provided SCAG the technical

corrections to the draft 2020 RTP/SCS growth forecast dataset on behalf of Orange County

jurisdictions so the final RTP/SCS growth forecast will accurately reflect entitlements;

development agreements; projects recently completed or under construction; open space;
and general plan densities. On January 8, 2020, CDR requested, on behalf of Orange County

jurisdictions, a copy of the final draft growth forecast dataset to confirm that all the

technical corrections have been included in the final RTP/SCS growth forecast. On January

14, 2020, CDR was informed that SCAG would not provide a copy of the final draft growth
forecast dataset to CDR for review until mid-February 2020. It is strongly recommended

that SCAG utilize the 2018 Orange County Projections (OCP-2018) dataset provided to SCAG

during its Bottom-Up Local Input and Envisioning Process to ensure that general plan
capacities are not exceeded and all open space and entitlements are properly reflected.
OCP-2018 surpasses the regional SCS in terms of housing growth mix, which is key to
Connect SoCal’s growth vision. Of the total household growth in OCP-2018, from 2016 to
2045, only 19% will be single-family detached households and 81% will be some form of
attached unit. Orange County’s housing stock will change from a ratio of 49:51 (SFD to
attached product) in 2016 to 46:54 by 2045. These surpass all five growth scenarios
reported in the 2020 RTP/SCS Sustainability Technical Report, including even the most
aggressive scenario, “Accelerated Tomorrow”. In addition, 68% of housing growth will be
infill/redevelopment, while about 36% of the county is permanently preserved as open
space.

78

Response

Submittal 0001560 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your input and partnership in development of the Growth Forecast and
Growth Vision. The final Connect SoCal uses jurisdictional growth totals which reflect
local input in all cases. Please refer to the Guiding Principles for the growth forecast
included in the Demographics and Growth Forecast Techincal Report. In working to
finalize the plan’s Forecasted Development Pattern (a reflection of the Growth Vision
policies and strategies), SCAG initiated a peer review with local jurisdictions of
population, household, and employment growth at the sub-jurisdictional level (i.e.
transportation analysis zone (TAZ) level) prior to the release of the draft Connect SoCal
plan. Focusing on jurisdictions individually, it was evident that many had visions for
future development that were a better match with Connect SoCal’s Growth Vision of
regional policies and strategies. Accordingly, technical refinements were made to the
Forecasted Development Pattern in Connect SoCal that included adjustments to growth
due to entitlements and maximum planned capacities. “Locally envisioned growth” was
used in some instances to further Connect SoCal’s Growth Vision of reducing the need
for residents to drive by locating housing, jobs and transit closer together - helping to
assure that Connect SoCal’s land use and growth strategies recognize local input,
promote sustainable transportation options, and support equitable and adaptable
communities. To ensure transparency during the process to finalize the Forecasted
Development Pattern for Connect SoCal, SCAG emailed a letter to each jurisdiction
starting February 21 that included a detailed methodology document for SCAG's Growth
Vision. Jurisdictions were also given access to their jurisdictional and neighborhood
level Forecasted Development Pattern data via SCAG's Scenario Planning Model - Data
Management Site. Throughout this effort, SCAG engaged with stakeholders from the
Technical Working Group, and also provided an update on the peer review exercise to
the Community, Economic, and Human Development Policy Committee.
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We would like to express support of recommendations by the Orange County Council of
Governments, the Orange County Transportation Authority, and other Orange County
agencies whose comments support Connect SoCal with its use of the Orange County’s
growth forecast, the 2018 Orange County Projections. We thank you for the opportunity
and ask for your consideration and response to the following comments: 1.Support for the
Plan with its use of Orange County’s growth forecast so that all development agreements;
entitlements; current construction and recent construction; open space; and general plan
densities are accurately reflected.2.0ppose the selection of any alternatives in the draft
PEIR that do not properly reflect entitlements; development agreements; current
construction and recent construction; open space; and general plan densities in Orange
County. 3.Maintain objective, unbiased tone. 4.References to “city” or “cities” are
changed to “jurisdiction” or “jurisdictions” where appropriate.5.0ther Comments on the
Draft 2020 Connect SoCal/RTP/SCS documents in Tables 1 through 4 below.

1. All maps and all documents - All maps in all reports/documents need to be branded with
2020 RTP/SCS/Connect SoCal along with the specific report it is within. Maps are often
pulled out as singular reference items and the maps need to be standalone documents.
Where possible, also include SCAG’s logo.2. All documents - Connect SoCal is often

referred to as “the Plan”. Capitalize “Plan” consistently throughout all documents.3. All
documents - Review use of “cities”. Word “jurisdictions” should often be used to include
counties and incorporated cities, not just incorporated cities.4. All documents -

Consistency in hyphenation, e.g.:Single-familyMulti-family vs. Multifamily vs. multi
familySubregional vs. sub-regional

5. All documents All maps with growth forecast or development typesAdd:“Note: The
forecasted land use development patterns shown are based on Transportation Analysis
Zone (TAZ) level data utilized to conduct required modeling analyses. Data at the TAZ level
or at a geography smaller than the jurisdictional level are advisory only and non-binding,
because SCAG sub-jurisdictional forecasts are not to be adopted as part of the 2020
RTP/SCS. The advisory sub-jurisdictional data shall not be required for purposes of
qualifying for future grant funding or other incentives or for determining a proposed
project’s consistency with the 2020 RTP/SCS for any impact analysis required pursuant to
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).”8.All documents: The growth forecast
should be adopted at no lower than the jurisdictional level

All documents 6. Maps & other graphics- fonts need to be embedded in PDFs to print
properly.7. All tables, charts, graphics need to have original sources and the document
title9. Add the following to the glossary; use definitions from PEIR if necessary:Households
Absolute constraintsSingle-family Multi-familyConstrained/strategicUnconstrained
planPrincipal arterial roadwaysClass 1 Railroads
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Comments noted. 1. Thank you for your feedback. Prior to the release of the Draft
Connect SoCal, SCAG initiated a peer review with jurisdictions to review the
neighorhood level growth projections included in the Plan to ensure that development
projects already underway (i.e. entitled projects) were captured in Connect SoCal's
Forecasted Development Pattern and that locally planned capacities were adhered to
for allocating growth (in line with the Growth Forecast Guiding Principles, as included in
the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report). After reviewing this input
and finalizing the Connect SoCal Forecasted Development Pattern (a reflection of the
Growth Vision strategies and policies), SCAG emailed a letter to each jurisdiction
starting February 21 that included a detailed methodology document for SCAG's Growth
Vision. Jurisdictions were also given access to their jurisdictional and neighborhood
level Forecasted Development Pattern data via SCAG's Scenario Planning Model - Data
Management Site. Throughout this effort, SCAG engaged with stakeholders from the
Technical Working Group, and also provided an update on the peer review exercise to
the Community, Economic, and Human Development Policy Committee. 2. With
regards to alternatives, please refer to Section 9.0, Responses to Comments of the Final
PEIR.

Thank you for your comments. SCAG will take your comments into consideration.

Thank you for your comment. TAZ level data or any data at a geography smaller than
the jurisdictional level has been utilized to conduct required modeling analyses and is
therefore advisory only and non-binding, as described in the Guiding Principles for the
growth forecast in the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report. Maps
depicted in the Demographics & Growth Forecast Technical Report show growth at the
jurisdictional level (Exhibits 1 through 9).

SCAG will take your comments into consideration.
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p. 2, column 1, paragraph 2 - “...the world’s fifth busiest airport system, and soon the
world’s longest light rail transit line, with the completion of the Regional Connector.”Define
‘airport system’ and ‘Regional Connector’.

Text change for clarification: 11. p. 2, column 2, paragraph 1 -“...but also by bringing
housing and jobs closer together, making commutes shorter and making it easier to get
around without a car.”12. p. 10, column 2, paragraph 5 - “The process was guided by the
Connect SoCal Guidelines and Schedule...”13. p. 11, column 1, paragraph 4 - “...SCAG staff
has regularly convened topic-specific working groups, which bring together regional
stakeholders to discuss the Plan’s development and provide technical expertise.”14. p. 12,
column 1, paragraph 3 - “SCAG considered input gathered through the CBO engagement
and public workshops...”15. p. 13, column 1, bullet 2 - "Review a comprehensive set of
policies, strategies and tools to improve mobility and sustainability”

16. p. 16, column 1, paragraph 3 - “...reflecting on-the-ground conditions from SCAG’s 197
jurisdictions.”Add the TWG.17. p. 16, column 2, paragraph 1 - “As such, many
demographers have suggested the importance of a new social compact between the
retirees and young immigrants who, together, will characterize a large portion of the
region’s future population.”Explain ‘social compact’.18. p. 17, column 1, paragraph 2 -
“...cohort of Millennials — the generation born between years 1982 and 1996.” Ensure
consistency across reports of Millennial cohort. This definition is different than other
sources.19. p. 17, column 1, paragraph 2 - “Thus, as the economy improves and

Millennials age, we must be aware that their current arrangements and preferences may
have been a temporary delay rather than a lasting characteristic.”20. p. 18, column 2,
paragraph 1 - “Indeed, disruption by some technological platforms has caused serious
concerns over displacing workers from stable, full-time jobs or from work altogether—a
concern that is heightened when the productivity gains are concentrated in the hands of a
very few.”Explain who are the ‘few’ (people instead of with companies, owners, stock-
holders?) and how ‘productivity gains’ are concentrated with the ‘few’. 21. p. 19, column

1, paragraph 2 -“In the years ahead, the region may face significant challenges from
technology disruption by reducing opportunities for many regional workers who will not be
able to close the skills gap to adequately compete for future jobs in that sphere. “Delete as
UBI is not under purview of SCAG or RTP.22. p. 20, column 2, paragraph 3 - “...Four
additional cities have incorporated since 2006...”Name the cities that were
incorporated.23. p. 20, column 2, paragraph 3 - “Examining median commute distances

for residents of these areas before and after the housing boom shows a sharp uptick for all
jobs by over 20 percent when comparing 2002 to 2012, which then holds steady from 2012
to 2016 (as displayed in the Environmental Justice Technical Report).”Sentence meaning is
unclear. Reword.
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Comment noted. The second paragraph, column 1, in the “Our Region” section will be
changed to read, “We are home to...the world’s fourth busiest airport...with the
completion of the Regional Connector, which will connect transit lines from the Los
Angeles Civic Center to the Financial District."

Thank you for your comments. SCAG will take your comments into consideration.

16. Added. 17. Modified. 18. Verified; 1981-1996 used following Dimock (2019)
reference in Demographics & Growth Forecast Technical Report. 19. Noted. 20.
Updated. 21. UBI discussion reviewed. SCAG's long-range visioning necessitates
discussions of trends related to income, workforce trends, and life outcomes thus
discussion of UBI is merited. Language modified to reflect policy neutrality. 22. Added.

23. Clarified.
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0001560.09 24. p. 21, column 2, paragraph 1 - “ There has been an acceleration in new units since the  24. Modified. 25. Updated. 26. Updated. 27. Table updated. 28. Table updated.
Great Recession that has been characterized by a higher share of multi-family units For
example, 51% of all new housing units issued in California for 2018 were for single-family 29. Verified. 30. Verified. 31. Clarified/added. 32. Reference added. 33. Clarified.
dwellings, making 2018 the first year since 2011 that single-family housing construction
outpaced multi-family home production...”Maintain objective and unbiased tone. Please 34. Reference added.
clarify whether the topic is the number of units that were permitted or the number of
housing units that were constructed. 25. p. 22, Table 2.1 -Add definitions of all types of
PGAs.Verify values as the majority of Share of Total Growth (2008-2016) do not match what
is presented in the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report.26. p. 23,
column 1, paragraph 2 - “Between 2008 and 2016, less than six percent of household
growth and less than five percent of employment growth occurred in open space
areas.”Clarify if development occurred in open space or on underutilized, undeveloped, or
vacant land.27. p. 29, Table 2.2 - Add note that includes the types of ‘non-motorized’, e.g.,
walking, biking, scooter...28. p. 29, Table 2.3 - Indicate which quintile is high or low.Add
note that includes the types of ‘non-motorized’, e.g., walking, biking, scooter...29. p. 30,
graphic - Include definition on the page of ‘on-call’.30. p. 31 - Include definition on the
page of - Principal arterial roadways- Class 1 Railroads 31. p. 32, column 1, paragraph 3 -
“...environmental litigation, community resistance to all kinds of housing projects, and lack
of sufficient state, federal, and local funding mechanisms.”Resistance is not limited to only
higher-density housing projects.32. p. 32, column 1, paragraph 4 - “Additionally,
population and employment growth in metropolitan areas in California has slowed in
recent years because wages cannot compensate for the high cost of housing.”Cite the
study this comes from to document the connection. This should not be assumed as there
are other influences: cost of living, regulations, taxes...33. p. 33, graphic - “...environmental
litigation, community resistance to all kinds of housing projects, and lack of sufficient local
funding mechanisms and lack of sufficient state, federal, and local funding
mechanisms.”34. p. 36, Table 2.4 - Add original source.Data is stored in SCAG SPM, it is
not generated by SPM.

0001560.10 35. p. 36, column 2, paragraph 3 - “All demographic groups are affected. "Delete dramatic  35. Modified. 36. Comment noted. 37. Comment noted. 38. Graphic reviewed. 39.
text.36. p. 38, column 2, paragraph 1 - “The way a community is designed impacts the Clarified.
likelihood that a person will bike or walk to school, work, or local shops; have access to
healthy food or parks; and breathe air that has minimal pollutants.”lIt is not possible for
outdoor air to be free of pollutants.37. p. 39, graphic - “If a person lives in housing
adjacent to a freeway, they may be more likely to develop asthma.”What about high
capacity arterials like HQTAs or raillines? Why are these not included?38. p. 40, Figure
2.5 - Stacked bar chart with percentages for each category would be more informative.39.

p. 41, column 1, paragraph 1 - “Additional factors impacting congestion on roadways and
transit accessibility are natural impediments, such as mountains and waterways, outdated
road technology and other challenges.” Explain how mountains and waterways impact
congestion.Clarify what is “outdated road technology”.
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0001560.11

0001560.12

0001560.13

0001560.14

Comment

Center for Demographic Research, Cal State Fullerton

40. p. 46, column 2, paragraph 2 - “This plan is not designed to dictate local actions and
policies, but rather to lay out a path to achieving regional goals set by the Regional
Council.”41. p. 47, column 2, paragraph 1 - “KEY CONNECTIONS... ... meet increasingly-
aggressive greenhouse gas reduction goals set by the state.”42. p. 48, column 1,

paragraph 4 - “CORE VISION SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT Studies and partnerships to
establish a Regional Advanced Mitigation Program (RAMP) will also be pursued to preserve
habitat.”Add definition here of RAMP.43. p. 48, column 2, paragraph 3 - “...Connect SoCal
can reach the regional target of reducing greenhouse gases...”44. p. 49, column 1, bullet

2 - “Focus on a regional jobs/housing balance to reduce commute times and distances and
..”45. p. 50, column 1, paragraph 1 - “Although center-focused placemaking can be

applied in a wide range of settings, priority must be placed, however, on urban and
suburban infill, in existing/planned service areas, and within the planning boundary outside
of an agency’s legal boundary, known as “Spheres of Influence,” where feasible.”46. p. 50,
column 2, paragraph 4 - “Employment growth and residential growth are prioritized in Job
Centers in order to leverage existing density and infrastructure. However, it is recognized
that infrastructure capacity, services, and other amenities may need to be evaluated to
assess the potential for increasing density to determine if the existing infrastructure,
services, and amenities would need to be expanded to accommodate additional growth.”

47. p. 50, column 2, paragraph 4 - “SCAG’s methodology to identify Job Centers is not final
and additional potential centers can be identified.” 48. p. 55, column 1, paragraph 1 -
“These strategies were identified with guidance from stakeholders as high priorities
for...”Define who the stakeholders are.49. p. 56, paragraph 1 - “The extraordinary cost of
producing housing in California is a significant barrier...”50. p. 56, paragraph 1 - “The
Regional Housing Supportive Infrastructure strategy will help make it quicker for
developers to produce critically-needed housing.”Local jurisdictions don’t build
housing.51. Clarificationp. 56“Placentia Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District (EIFD)

... water infrastructure improvements through value capture...”Explain what ‘value capture’

is.

52. Clarificationp. 60, column 2, paragraph 3“SCAG examined the potential application of
cordon/area pricing in Southern California through its Mobility Go Zone and Pricing
Feasibility Study. The study showed that a Westside Go Zone would ... generating a net
average of $69.2 million annually in revenues, which would go directly toward
transportation improvements, pedestrian amenities and economic development.”How
would that money be collected?53. ClarificationGeneral Comment, p.61, 102“A mileage-
based system.”For all references to a mileage-based user fee, specify that this is intended
by SCAG to replace the gas tax, not be an additional fee.54. Clarification p. 64, column 1,
paragraph 1“Connect SoCal identified $7.3 billion through 2045 to implement TDM
strategies throughout the region.”

55.Clarification p. 67 mapAdjust line thickness and layer order so all modes can be seen
even if same routes are followed.

56.Correction p. 77, Table 3.2, line 2“Add 1-405 ExpressLanes from I-110 to LA/Orange
Country Line.”

82

Response
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Comments noted. Edits have been made to provide clarifications in Chapter 3 of
Connect SoCal.

Thank you for your comments. SCAG has incorporated your clarifications where
appropriate.Proposed methods for collecting fees implemented through Go Zones are
discussed further in SCAG's Go Zone Report.

Comment noted and will be considered to make exhibits legible within space and scale
constraints.

Comment noted. Changes have been made in the Final Connect SoCal.
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0001560.15

0001560.16

0001560.17

0001560.18

Comment

Center for Demographic Research, Cal State Fullerton

57. Clarification p. 78, column 2, paragraph 1“...Connect SoCal supports regional programs
that raise awareness of the issue, reposition the image of goods movement jobs to reflect
career mobility...”Reword ‘reposition the image’.58. Clarificationp. 80, column 1,

paragraph 6“Expansion of the international port of entry (POE) in Calexico.”Add POE to
glossary.

59. Clarification p. 81, column 2, paragraph 1“SCAG will continue a collaborative planning
approach.”60. Clarification p. 81, Table 3.3List full name of Airports and ID in parentheses.
Add “In Millions” to the Projections column.Add source.

61. Correctionp. 83, column 1, paragraph 2“...in the previously conducted 2016
RTP/SCS...”62. Clarificationp. 83, column 1, paragraph 3, last line“...Nevertheless, the
implementation of Plan programs, policies and strategies may lead to additional
environmental impacts compared to existing conditions.”63. Clarificationp. 83, column 1,
paragraph 3“Project level mitigation measures have been identified that “can and should
where applicable and feasible” be undertaken by lead agencies that implement
transportation projects...”

64. ClarificationExhibit 3.4Add definitions on map of Job Centers, Neighborhood Mobility
Areas and High Quality Transit Areas.65. ClarificationExhibit 3.6Specify on map what year
the Job Centers represent.Cite Kevin Kane’s report for background on job centers.66.
ClarificationExhibit 3.7Ensure entire note at bottom is displayed.67. ClarificationExhibit
3.9Specify on map what year the NMAs represent.Explain z-scores on the ma p.68.
ClarificationExhibit 3.10Specify on map what year the Livable Corridors represent.Provide
definition of Livable Corridors on ma p.
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1. The phrase has been clarified. 2. Port-of-Entry (POE) has been added to the glossary.

Comment noted. The sentence in the “Effective Analysis and Planning” subsection,
column 2, paragraph 1, will be changed to read “...SCAG will continue a comprehensive
and collaborative planning approach by working with the airports, transportation
commissions and agencies, state agencies, federal agencies, and other aviation and
transportation stakeholders." “In Millions” will be added to the Projections column of
Table 3.3. Furthermore, the following footnote will be added to Table 3.3.: "Please refer
to the Aviation and Airport Ground Access Technical Report. The Commercial Service
Airports in the SCAG Region (FAA Code) section and Table 3: General Aviation and
Reliever Airports in the SCAG Region, will provide the airport names associated with the
FAA airport codes. The airport activity numbers for 2017 and the airport forecast
numbers for 2045 were obtained from the airports."

Suggested changes will be considered in the Final Connect SoCal.

Comments noted. Exhibits in Connect SoCal have been updated.
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0001560.19 69. Clarification p. 96, column 1, paragraph 1“...this chapter and a more detailed Technical Thank you for your comments. SCAG has incorporated your clarifications where
Report ...”Specify which technical report is referred to.70. Clarification p. 98, all appropriate.

FiguresUsed dashed and dotted lines to differentiate between colors in black and white and
for color-blind readers.71. Clarification p. 103, Tables 4.2 and 4.3Table 4.2 Specify in title if
dollars are for the life of the Plan.Cite sources for both tables.72. Define p. 104, column 1,
top bullet“Promote national and state programs that include return-to-source guarantees,
while maintaining flexibility to reward regions that continue to commit substantial local
resources”Define ‘regions’ in the bullet in this context.73. Clarification p. 105, all
Figuresindicate for all figures if these are for the life of the Plan.74. p. 107, Table 4.4 third
row“User fees on TNC mileage —estimated at about $0.05 (in 2019 dollars) per mile
starting in 2021.”Clarify if these fees would be on top of the proposed, general mileage-
based user fee for all users that would replace the gas tax.75. p. 108, Table 4.5.1 first
row“Locally imposed % percent sales tax in four counties (Imperial, Orange, Riverside, and
San Bernardino). Permanent 1 percent (combination of two % percent sales taxes)...”76.

p. 108, Table 4.5.1 second row“The Local Transportation Fund (LTF) is derived from a %
percent sales tax on ...”77. p. 108, Table 4.5.1 fifth row”...fees from the Transportation
Corridor Agencies (TCA)...”78. p. 111, Table 4.5.4 second rowIndicate if the mileage-
based user fee would be inflation adjusted.79. p. 112, Table 4.6.1 Include source for
table.80. p. 118, column 2, bullet 7“... Conservation of open space, agricultural lands, and
other rural land uses may be achieved by focusing new residential and commercial
development in higher density areas that are already equipped with the requisite urban
infrastructure. However, it is recognized that infrastructure capacity, services, and other
amenities may need to be evaluated to assess the potential for increasing density to
determine if the existing infrastructure, services, and amenities would need to be
expanded to accommodate additional growth.” 81. p. 121-122, graphicsAdd sources to
data.82. p. 123, Table 5.1Change “Trend” column header to “Outcome”. “Trend” is a term
used in the PEIR and has different meaning than used here.
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Submitted by

0001561.01

Comment

Center for Demographic Research, Cal State Fullerton

83. Clarification p. 128, column 1, paragraph 2“...is projected to increase by 9.5 percentage
points between the Baseline (44.6 percent) and Connect SoCal (54.1 percent).”84.
Clarification p. 128, column 1, paragraph 3“...to increase by 24.3 percentage points
between the Baseline...”85. Clarification p. 129-133, figuresAdd sources to all figures.86.

p. 132, column 2, paragraph 2“Connect SoCal seeks to improve the integration of
transportation and land use planning and recognizes that our regional multimodal
transportation system generates a wide range of impacts that significantly affect public
health and quality of life.”87. p. 135, column 1, paragraph 1“The user benefits are
estimated using the Cal-B/C framework and incorporate SCAG RTDM outputs.”Explain in
text Cal-B/C and RTDM.88. p. 135, column 2, paragraph 2“Since most new development
would be directed into areas where urban infrastructure already exists, there will not be as
much need to extend or build new local roads, water and sewer systems and parks.
However, it is recognized that infrastructure capacity, services, and other amenities may
need to be evaluated to assess the potential for increasing density to determine if the
existing infrastructure, services, and amenities would need to be expanded to
accommodate additional growth.” 89. p. 140, column 1, paragraph 2“Environmental
Justice (EJ) is a federal and state mandate designed to help ensure social equity in the
transportation planning and decision-making process, with the goal of protecting minority
and low-income communities from receiving a disproportionate share of adverse impacts
produced by regional transportation projects and plans.”90. p. 144, column 2, paragraph
2“With Connect SoCal, the share of households in HQTAs increases nearly ten percentage
points to 54 percent.”

Center for Demographic Research, Cal State Fullerton

91. Clarification p. 151, column 1, paragraph 3“These funds will be used to develop a
Regional Housing Strategy Framework and provide planning grants and services to
jurisdictions to implement their 6th cycle RHNA allocation which is supportive of Connect
SoCal goals and policies.”What is the Regional Housing Strategy Framework?How much
money will be provided to jurisdictions?Will the funding distribution methodology be
consistent with the RHNA distribution methodology?
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Submittal 0001560 Related Documents Link

Thank you for taking the time to review and comment on the draft Connect SoCal. Your
suggested edits for the ‘Measuring Our Progress’ chapter will be reviewed and
incorporated into the Final Connect SoCal as appropriate.

Submittal 0001561 Related Documents Link

The Regional Housing Strategy Framework has not yet been developed so specific
details are forthcoming. Generally, the Framework will help to steer the resources
provided through Assembly Bill 101.
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submitted by ~ Center for Demographic Research, Cal State Fullerton Submittal 0001561 Related Documents Link

0001561.02 Glossary 92. Clarification p. 159, glossary“Gentrification, While holding many definitions, Thank you for your comments. SCAG will take your comments into consideration.
is commonly understood as a change process in historically low- income communities ...”

93. Correction p. 163, glossary“Measure A Revenues generated from Riverside County’s
local half-percent sales tax. Measure D Revenues generated from Imperial County’s local
half-percent sales tax. Measure | Revenues generated from San Bernardino County’s local
half-percent sales tax. Measure M Revenues generated from Orange County’s local half-
percent sales tax. Also refers to Los Angeles County’s local half percent sales tax which was
authorized in 2018. Measure R Revenues generated from Los Angeles County’s local half-
percent sales tax. ...” 94. Correction p. 166, glossary“Proposition A Revenues generated
from Los Angeles County’s local half-percent sales tax. ...Proposition C Revenues generated
from Los Angeles County’s local half-percent sales tax. ...” 95. Clarification p. 167,
glossary“RHNA Regional Housing Needs Assessment — Quantifies the need for housing
within each jurisdiction of the SCAG region based on population growth projections and
other items as determined by the MPO. Jurisdictions then address this need through the
process of completing the housing elements of their General Plans.” 96. Clarification p.

173, glossary“VMT Vehicle Miles Traveled — On highways , a measurement of the total
miles traveled by all vehicles in the area for a specified time period. It is calculated by the
number of vehicles times the miles traveled in a given area or on a given highway during
the time period. In transit, the number of vehicle miles operated on a given route, or line,
or network during a specified time period.” Indicate if VMT is only for highways or if
streets, freeways, and toll road miles travelled are also included.
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0001561.03 1. General CommentAll maps All maps in all reports/documents need to be branded with 1.Map labeling has been improved. 2.Language regarding appropriate spatial scale has
2020 RTP/SCS/Connect SoCal along with the specific report it is within. Maps are often been added to maps in the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report.
pulled out as singular reference items and the maps need to be standalone documents.
Where possible, also include SCAG’s logo.2. General CommentAll maps with growth 3.Changed. 4.Changed. 5.Reviewed. 6.Clarified.

forecast or development typesAdd:“Note: The forecasted land use development patterns
shown are based on Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ) level data utilized to conduct
required modeling analyses. Data at the TAZ level or at a geography smaller than the
jurisdictional level are advisory only and non-binding, because SCAG sub-jurisdictional
forecasts are not to be adopted as part of the 2016 RTP/SCS. The advisory sub-jurisdictional
data shall not be required for purposes of qualifying for future grant funding or other
incentives or for determining a proposed project’s consistency with the 2016 RTP/SCS for
any impact analysis required pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA).”3. ClarificationP. 2, column 1, paragraph 1“...trends that have already been seen
during the recovery from the Great Recession, but which differ from the historical arc of
development in Southern California.”Reword “historical arc”4. ClarificationP. 3, column 2,
paragraph 2“Between October 2018 and February 2019, SCAG reviewed and aggregated
feedback on the growth forecast and other data map book elements. This aggregated
feedback from local jurisdictions is known as the “local input” growth forecast. The local
input growth forecast was evaluated at the county and regional level for the base year of
2016 and the horizon year of 2045. Findings included:5. ClarificationP. 3, column 2,
paragraph 3“At the regional level, the 2045 local input forecast was found to be within the
high/low scenario ranges .” 6. ClarificationP. 5, column 2, paragraph 2“Unauthorized
immigration has decreased notably in the SCAG region, with a Pew Research Foundation
analysis of Census Bureau data showing a 24.6 percent decrease in the unauthorized
immigrant population in the SCAG region 2006 and 2017 (Passel and Cohn 2019).”Clarify if
there was a decrease in number of migrants or of the total immigrant population.
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Center for Demographic Research, Cal State Fullerton

7. Clarification p. 6, column 1, paragraph 2“... having fewer than half as many working-age
adults per senior may disproportionately impact seniors who do not have sufficient
retirement savings as this can place additional stress on social services provision. “Clarify
what social services provisions are. 8. Define p. 8, column 1, paragraph 1“Of particular
interest are educational attainment rates since annual incomes do not necessarily predict
human capital or lifetime earning potential. ”Define/clarify human capital. 9. Clarification

p. 8, column 2, bullet 3“...suggesting that the region’s “brain gain” is due to people coming
to the region from further away. ”Clarify/reword: further away from what?10.

Clarification p. 10, figures 4 & 5Add sources. 11. Clarification p. 10, column 2, paragraph
1“However, many Millennials entered the workforce during the depths of the Great
Recession, which had the additional impact of decreasing housing construction since they
didn’t have the income needed to form households or purchase homes as much as
previous generations had during their twenties. “Non sequitur. Reword sentence. 12.
Clarification p. 18, column 1, paragraph 1“In addition to concerns over the polarizing wage
structure of work,”Replace ‘polarizing’ or reword. 13. Define p. 18, column 1, paragraph
2“Food preparation and sales as well as social service and office support each employ over
1. 2 million in the region and have consensus automation potentials...:Define ‘consensus
automation’. 14. Clarification p. 19, column 1, paragraph 2“SPECIAL FOCUS:

INTEGRATING GROWTH INTO A MATURE REGIONThe region has experienced slow but
consistent population growth since 2000 at a rate of 0. 82 percent. Household growth was
slightly slower at 0. 73 percent, and job growth, reflecting both a recession and recovery,
was similar at 0. 77 percent. “Clarify if the growth is annual or total. 15. Clarification p.

20, column 2, paragraph 3“REGIONAL GROWTH FORECAST METHODOLOGYSCAG initially
sets a range of regional growth forecasts of employment, population, and households in
this order to address the uncertainty of a certain set of growth forecasts. ”Clarify what set
of growth forecasts.

16. ClarificationP. 23, column 2, paragraph 4“DEVELOPMENT OF MAJOR VARIABLES SCAG
develops the TAZ-level socioeconomic data using an array of public and private sources of
data listed above and advanced estimation methods. The initial TAZ-level household
projection starts from the household and employment at the Minimum Planning Unit
(MPU) level within each TAZ. The MPU is the smallest computing unit at which calculation
can take place. In general, MPUs are equivalent to parcels and can be matched to county
assessor parcel databases. Additional variables at the zonal level include school enrollment,
household income, and disaggregated employment categories for 4,109 Tier 1 TAZs and
11,267 smaller Tier 2 TAZs (TABLE 11).”Reorder sentences.17. DefineP. 24, column 2,
paragraph 1“Household sample weights from the PUMS are adjusted to match the various
controls provided externally and at the TAZ level.”Define what the external controls
are.18. ClarificationP. 31, column 1, paragraph 2“Younger people are more likely to live in
larger households while households headed by Hispanic or non-Hispanic Asian/Other
individuals tend to be larger as well, suggesting a greater preference for multi-generational
living.” Multi-generational living may be a necessity rather than a preference. Reword.19.
ClarificationP. 43, column 2, paragraph 2“Recent trends suggest that areas within the
region which have benefits for transportation and environmental goals such as infill land,
job centers and high quality transit areas are already receiving a disproportionate amount
of growth.”Rework sentence.
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Submittal 0001561 Related Documents Link

7. Clarified. 8. Clarified in earlier paragraph. 9. Changed. 10. Sources added.

11.Rephrased. 12.Rephrased. 13.Term removed for clarity. 14.Revised. 15.Clarified.

16.Changed 17.Changed from “preference” to “prevalence.” 18. Rephrased.
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0001561.06 1. Clarification p. 6, column 2, paragraph 2“There is a large body of literature that discusses Changes addressed in the Final Connect SoCal.
the link between active transportation and physical activity (e.g. Boarnet, Greenwald, and
McMillan, 2008),...”2. Define p. 11, column 2, paragraph 4“Increases in economic
competitiveness, efficiency and amenity from completion of the projects and operations,
averaging an additional 195,500 jobs per year.” Define/clarify ‘amenity’

0001561.07 1. General CommentAll mapsAll maps in all reports/documents need to be branded with Comments noted. The Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report has been
2020 RTP/SCS/Connect SoCal along with the specific report it is within. Maps are often updated to reflect requested edits where needed. Please see the Congestion
pulled out as singular reference items and the maps need to be standalone documents. Management Technical Report for details on Transportation Demand Management
Where possible, also include SCAG’s logo. 2. General CommentAll Review use of “cities”. (Comment #11).

Word “jurisdictions” should often be used to include counties and incorporated cities, not
just incorporated cities. 3. Correction p. 4, column 1, paragraph 3“For this reason, SCAG
works collaboratively with its many local partners to support all jurisdictions in
implementing the SCS. ”4. Correction p. 4, column 2, paragraph 3“Many jurisdictions
within the SCAG region...”5. Correction p. 4, column 2, paragraph 3“This is evident in that
requests for support, funding, and resources...”6. Clarification p. 8 column 1, top of
page“However, single-family development remains prevalent in more suburban parts of
the region, especially in Riverside County. “Clarify if this applies to only Riverside or to
other counties as well. 7. Define p. 14 column 1, last paragraph“HQTAs feature frequent
transit service or major transit stations and are located in communities throughout the
SCAG region. "Define/explain ‘frequent transit service’. 8. Clarification p. 15 column 1,
last sentence“For transportation, this future includes the projects planned by each County
Transportation...”9. Correction p. 16-18, Figures 2,3,4Delete Figures 2,3, & 4. These
figures include draft scenarios used at the public workshops that do not properly reflect
development agreements and entitled projects. This was shared with SCAG staff and its
consultants at the public workshops. The response was that the maps would be corrected;
they were never corrected. Although these were draft scenarios used to collect public
input, since they do not properly reflect entitlements, they should be removed from the
SCS document so as to not further mislead any reader that these were viable options. 10.
Clarification p. 16 column 2, bullet listAdd “See page 31 for definitions”. 11. Clarification
p. 16 column 2, paragraph 1“For longer commutes residents will have more incentive to
carpool or vanpool thanks to programs offered by your employer. “Clarify where the
funding comes from for these programs and if they are required or voluntary.
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Center for Demographic Research, Cal State Fullerton

12. Clarification p. 16 column 2, paragraph 1“For those that choose to drive hot-spots of
congestion will be quicker to move through due to cordon pricing and using an electric
vehicle will be easier thanks to an expanded regional charging network. ”Clarify how the
expanded regional charging network will be paid for. 13. Clarification p. 16 column 2,
paragraph 2“In this future, more funding is available to invest in expanded bus and rail
networks...”Clarify where the funding comes from for these programs. 14. Clarification

p. 16 column 2, paragraph 2“More drivers would be able to make the switch to electric
vehicles, because additional funding is secured for EV charging infrastructure and local
consumer rebates make electric vehicles more accessible. ”Clarify where the funding comes
from for these programs. Explain how blackouts will be dealt with. 15. Define p. 19

table & Other references to housing typesPlease define single-family and multi-family. For
SCAG modeling purposes, single-family is short hand for only single-family detached and
multi-family includes attached single-family homes (townhomes & row houses) along with
apartments and other attached units. 16. Clarification p. 20 table Clarify if the
transportation costs and utility costs are per household, annually or over the lifetime of the
plan. 17. Define p. 21 table Define ‘Carbon Stock’, ‘High Species Movement’ and

‘Habitat Degraded’ 18. Clarification p. 22 column 2, paragraph 2“...requires significant
capital investments to extend or build new local roads, electric, water and sewer systems,
and parks. ”19. Clarification p. 22 column 2, paragraph 2“Conversely, growth focused in
urban areas often takes advantage of existing infrastructure and more efficient service to
higher concentrations of jobs and housing. “Add: But, infrastructure capacity, services, and
other amenities need to be evaluated to determine if additional growth will exceed
capacity and would then require expansion of existing infrastructure, services, or other
amenities. 20. Clarification p. 22 column 2, paragraph 2“More dispersed development,
which requires greater lengths of roads and utility conduits...”21. Clarification p. 25
column 1, paragraph 1“Assuming the same efficiency standards,...”Clarify what efficiency
standards or as of when.
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Comments noted. The Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report has been
updated to add further clarity where possible.
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Comment

Center for Demographic Research, Cal State Fullerton

22. Clarification p. 25 column 1, paragraph 2“Therefore, a development type pattern with a

greater proportion of standard suburban development, which includes more large-lot
single-family homes...”Insert size of large-lot homes for reference.23. Clarification p. 25
column 2, paragraph 1“With the implementation of Connect SoCal, the region will save
$370 million on health direct health care expenditures through built environment
investments in the plan, and $115 million indirectly through gains in productivity from a

healthier workforce.” Clarify if these numbers are annual or for the lifespan of the Plan. 24.

Clarification p. 29 column 1, paragraph 2“...with priority placed on infill settings,
existing/planned service areas and within the planning boundary outside of an agency’s
legal boundary, otherwise known as “Spheres of Influence” where feasible.” 25. Define p.

30 column 1, paragraph 2“It is also important to identify infrastructure installation sites on

public and private property based on latent demand,”Define ‘latent demand’. 26.
Clarification p. 31 column 1, last bullet“And finally, within spheres of influence, where
feasible” 27. Clarification p. 31 column 1, last bullet“And finally, within spheres of
influence, where feasible” 28. Clarification p. 32 column 1, paragraph 3SCENARIO

DEVELOPMENT GROWTH CONSTRAINTS“The variable constraints reflect goals of Connect
SoCal and were only used when there was room for growth in the rest of the jurisdiction’s

general plan capacity.” 29. Clarification p. 35 column 1, paragraph 3SCENARIO PLANNING

MODEL“Starting with the 2016 RTP/SCS, SPM-SD has been used in providing directional and

order-of-magnitude regional impacts of local land use and policy decisions...”30.
Clarification p. 35 column 2, paragraph 1“SPM normalized all five forecast growth
allocations made at the Tier 2 Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ) scale to a standardized

data framework and analyzed using the model’s analytic modules.”Explain ‘normalized’.31.

Clarification p. 36 column 2, paragraph 2“Step 4. Estimate building square feet...”Clarify

what conversions/calculations were made for employees/sq. feet. 32. Define p. 36 column

2, paragraph 4Step 6. Estimate outdoor irrigated area...Commercial irrigated area was

calculated by utilizing the place type look-up of irrigated area per employee multiplied by

the number of employees at the SPZ scale.”Define ‘place type look-up’.

33. Clarification p. 34 TableAdd source. Explain commercial section numbers. Again, we
thank you for your time and consideration of the comments above.

City of California City

| would like to see more information and studies on interregional travel. Specifically

between SCAG and San Diego County, Kern County, and Santa Barbra County. As you know,

travel sheds and commute patterns do not stop at region boundaries. Interregional
communication is key for Southern California's success.

City of Corona, Councilmember

Why is there no funding or consideration for moving jobs to the IE all while ignoring our
transportation woes. This focus on building 1.2M homes without any thought to what
will be built first/cheapest is doubling done on the mistakes of the past that include

building homes for 500,000 more people that live off I-15 with not one mile of additional

lanes on I-15. We all know cheaper housing will be built first and at a great pace.
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Comments noted. The Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report has been
updated to add further clarity where possible.

Comments noted. The Sustainable Communities Strategy Technical Report has been
updated to add further clarity.
Related Documents Link

Submittal 0001434

Comment noted. We encourage you to raise this issue as part of the next RTP/SCS
update process.

Submittal 0001396 Related Documents

SCAG holds an annual Economic Summit to encourage job creation in our region
including the Inland Empire. In addition, job creation strategies are discussed in SCAG's
Community, Economic and Human Development (CEHD) Policy Committee as well. We
suggest providing input to the CEHD committee regarding ideas for moving jobs to the
Inland Empire.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001561.pdf
https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001434.pdf
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0001527.02

Submitted by

0001393.01

0001393.02

Comment

City of Costa Mesa

Dear Connect SoCal Team:The City of Costa Mesa appreciates the time and effort
undertaken by the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) staff in its

efforts to develop a RTP/SCS of our large and diverse metropolitan planning area. The City

of Costa Mesa remains committed to doing its fair share in addressing regional issues and
appreciate the comment and review period provided by SCAG for the Connect SoCal Plan
and its associated PEIR.

The City would like to express its support of recommendations and comments submitted by
the Orange County Council of Governments, Orange County Transportation Authority, and

Center for Demographic Research. We strongly recommend that all comments and
concerns from these bodies be implemented into the Connect SoCal Plan and the
associated PEIR.

City of Huntington Beach

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Draft Connect SoCal plan and
Program EIR. The City of Huntington Beach appreciates SCAG's public outreach efforts for
this process and offers the following comments and concerns for your consideration.

High Quality Transit Areas (HQTA). HQTAs are defined as "corridors that have at least a
fifteen minute headway (time in between the next scheduled service) during peak hours
bus service." According to RTP/SCS maps, all of Beach Boulevard within the City of
Huntington Beach is defined as a HQTA. However, based on the October 13, 2019 Orange
County Transportation Authority (OCTA) Bus Schedule 1, there are no bus stops on Beach
Boulevard within the City of Huntington Beach with headway times of 15 minutes or less.
Route 29 services Beach Boulevard from the City of La Habra to PCH in Huntington Beach.
The shortest headway time during peak hours for bus service is on the Route 29 stop at
PCH/1 51 Street (not a stop on Beach Boulevard) traveling southbound with an average
headway time of 18.23 minutes during the PM peak hours. Most stops have an average
peak hour headway time of approximately 19-25 minutes. Some stops, such as the Beach

Boulevard/Talbert Avenue stop, have peak hour headway times of 40-49 minutes. One stop

(Beach Boulevard/Atlanta Avenue) did not list any stop times as part of any route for this
stop. It must also be noted that OCTA eliminated Route 211 in October 2019, which
serviced Huntington Beach to Irvine (a major Orange County job center) due to low
ridership.Further, OCTA's 2018 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)2 includes Figure

4.1 - Local, Community, and Bravo! Final Route Recommendations. This figure recommends
that Route 29 receive a reduction in frequency of service. This will add further delay to the

19-25 minute average peak hour headway service times on Beach Boulevard.
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Submittal 0001527 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Connect SoCal and associated PEIR.
Comment noted. For responses related to the Connect SoCal Program Environmental
Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final
Connect SoCal PEIR.

Comment noted. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to
Comments, and Chapter 10, Corrections and Additions, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.

Submittal 0001393 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your comments on the Draft Connect SoCal and associated PEIR.

SCAG worked closely with the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) to
identify the high quality transit corridors (HQTCs) in Orange County which form the
basis for high quality transit areas (HQTAs). SCAG and OCTA together identified the
Beach Blvd corridor, including the entire alignment within the City of Huntington Beach,
as both an existing and future HQTC. See Figure 4.10 in OCTA's 2018 Long Range
Transportation Plan.The nature of bus services is that routes and service frequency

can change periodically, thus a County Transportation Commission’s (CTC) estimate of
future transit service frequency is the best estimate available at a given point in time.
For the 6th cycle of RHNA, SCAG is assigning a portion of housing unit need on the basis
of 2045 HQTAs. These HQTAs will be consistent with those developed for Connect
SoCal. CTCs including OCTA have provided SCAG with the most likely future service
scenario in order to assist with our long-range planning efforts.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001527.pdf
https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001393.pdf
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Comment

City of Huntington Beach

The Connect SoCal Plan and PEIR must utilize practical application of HQTAs as they operate
and are planned for in order to implement the statute objectives of the RTP/SCS, including

promoting an improved intraregional relationship between jobs and housing. The City of

Huntington Beach recommends revising the HQTAs throughout Connect SoCal and the PEIR
to accurately reflect available data regarding actual bus service and planned bus service on

Beach Boulevard. Based on SCAG's definition of a HQTA, the entire length of Beach
Boulevard in Huntington Beach does not qualify as a HQTA and must be adjusted
accordingly.

The Connect SoCal Plan and PEIR also include other transportation related errors in Orange
County, as identified by comments made by OCTA. The City of Huntington Beach expresses

support for OCTA's comments as they pertain to errors and inconsistencies between the

existing and planned Orange County transportation network and the RTP/SCS and PEIR. For
example, the OCTA Board has not approved conversion from HOV to tolled express lane for

SR-55, SR-73, 1-605, or north of 1-605 on 1-405 as depicted in the proposed regional
express lanes network. The potential regional express lane network is currently subject to
further study to evaluate right-of-way impacts, community issues, and overall feasibility.

Additionally, Connect SoCal regional strategies rely on improvements beyond the projects

submitted by OCTA, and implementation of the strategies is subject to availability of new
revenue sources, necessary project development, and review processes by the
implementing agencies.
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Submittal 0001393 Related Documents Link

SCAG worked closely with the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) to
identify the high quality transit corridors (HQTCs) in Orange County which form the
basis for high quality transit areas (HQTAs). SCAG and OCTA together identified the
Beach Blvd corridor, including the entire alignment within the City of Huntington Beach,
as both an existing and future HQTC. See Figure 4.10 in OCTA's 2018 Long Range
Transportation Plan. The nature of bus services is that routes and service frequency

can change periodically, thus a County Transportation Commission’s (CTC) estimate of
future transit service frequency is the best estimate available at a given point in time.
For the 6th cycle of RHNA, SCAG is assigning a portion of housing unit need on the basis
of 2045 HQTAs. These HQTAs will be consistent with those developed for Connect
SoCal. CTCs including OCTA have provided SCAG with the most likely future service
scenario in order to assist with our long-range planning efforts. For responses related

to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to
Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, and Chapter 10, Corrections and Additions, of the
Final Connect SoCal PEIR.

SCAG, in partnership with the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Los Angeles County Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (Metro), the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA),
the San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG), and the Riverside County
Transportation Commission (RCTC) collaborated on the development of a regional
concept of operations for a regional express lane network. The Concept of Operations
provides a blueprint for a regional express lane network that integrates express lane
facilities into a regional system with consistent or compatible operating, design and
policy rules. This development process also resulted in the recommended regional
express lane network included in the adopted 2016 RTP/SCS and the Final Connect
SoCal. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental

Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, and Chapter
10, Corrections and Additions, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.

Comment noted.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001393.pdf
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Comment

City of Huntington Beach

RHNA Growth Exceeds General Plan Growth. Section 3.14- Population and Housing of the
Connect Socal PEIR includes four guiding principles related to Growth Forecasts approved
by SCAG's Regional Council on August 1, 2019:Principle #1: The draft plan forecast for
Connect SoCal shall be adopted by the Regional Council at the jurisdictional level, thus
directly reflecting the employment, population and household growth projections derived
from local input and previously reviewed and approved by SCAG's local jurisdictions. The
draft plan growth forecast maintains these projected jurisdictional growth totals, meaning
further growth is not reallocated from one local jurisdiction to another.Principle #2: The
draft plan forecast at the Transportation Analysis Zone (TAZ) level is controlled to be within
the density ranges of local general plans or input received from local jurisdictional in this
most recent round of review.Principle #3: For the purpose of determining consistency for
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) streamlining, lead agencies such as local
jurisdictions have the sole discretion in determining a local project's consistency with the
Plan.Principle #4: TAZ level data or any data at a geography smaller than the jurisdiction

is included in the draft plan forecast only to conduct the required modeling analytical work
and is therefore, only advisory and non-binding as SCAG's sub-jurisdictional forecasts are
not formally adopted as part of the Plan.The SCAG RHNA methodology is inconsistent

with Principle #1 and #2. The currently proposed draft 6th Cycle RHNA methodology
reallocates "residual" existing need across jurisdictions within the same county. The
reallocation is assigned to jurisdictions based on transit accessibility (50%) and job
accessibility (50%), and excludes Disadvantaged Community jurisdictions which have over
50% of their populations in very low resource areas using California Tax Credit Allocation
Committee (TCAC)/HCD Opportunity Indices.

Further, the cumulative impacts of the reallocation, projected need, and existing need
result in a total RHNA that exceeds 1.0368 times planned household growth from the SCAG
region. While 1.0368 is the overall exceeded household growth in the region, each
jurisdiction may be given a RHNA allocation that exceeds their General Plan growth even
further as a result of the reallocated "residual" existing need calculation.

The PEIR also states that although the existing housing need portion of the 6th cycle RHNA
is not included in the SCS growth forecast, the existing need portion will be allocated in a
manner to support the goals of Connect SoCal through the RHNA process. The PEIR does
not provide any meaningful analysis or supporting evidence to demonstrate how this will
be accomplished.

The currently proposed draft 6th Cycle RHNA methodology which includes reallocated
"residual" need and growth exceeding SCAG local jurisdiction General Plan forecasts is not
consistent with the goals of Connect SoCal, including the following:Goal 2: Improve
mobility, accessibility, reliability, and travel safety for people and goodsGoal 4. Increase
person and goods movement and travel choices within the transportation systemGoal 9:
Encourage development of diverse housing types in areas that are supported by multiple
transportation options.
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Submittal 0001393 Related Documents Link
For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report

(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

Comment noted. See Master Response #1.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

See Master Response #1.
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City of Huntington Beach Submittal 0001393 Related Documents Link

The City of Huntington Beach is unable to accommodate any reallocated growth due to a See Master Response 1. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program
lack of transportation options, which is not consistent with Connect SoCal Goals 2, 4, or 9. Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to

As a result, the SCAG RHNA methodology is wholly inconsistent with Connect SoCal and the Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.

PEIR must address this information.

Support for Comments and Recommendations Submitted by Other Groups. The City of Comment noted. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program

Huntington Beach expresses support for comments made by OCTA as they pertain to errors Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to

and inconsistencies between the existing and planned Orange County transportation Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR. Regarding the projection of future

network and the RTP/SCS and PEIR, as noted above. The City also expresses support for growth, SCAG utilized feedback from jurisdictions and a broad range of stakeholders to
comments made by the Center for Demographic Research (CDR) and the Orange County develop the Growth Vision strategies and Forecasted Development Pattern for Connect
Council of Governments (OCCOG). The City would like to highlight the following comments  SoCal. Further, in working to finalize the Plan’s Forecasted Development Pattern (a
from CDR and OCCOG that are of the highest level of concern:1. SCAG must utilize the reflection of the Growth Vision's strategies and policies), SCAG initiated a peer review
2018 Orange County Projections (OCP-2018) dataset provided to SCAG during its Bottom- with local jurisdictions of population, household, and employment growth at the sub-
Up Local Input and Envisioning Process to ensure that general plan capacities are not jurisdictional level (i.e. transportation analysis zone (TAZ) level) prior to the release of
exceeded and all open space and entitlements are properly reflected for the RTP/SCS and the draft Connect SoCal. Focusing on jurisdictions individually, it was evident that many
PEIR. had visions for future development that were a better match with Connect SoCal’s

Growth Vision of regional policies and strategies. Accordingly, technical refinements
were made to the Forecasted Development Pattern in Connect SoCal that included
adjustments to growth due to entitlements and maximum planned capacities. “Locally
envisioned growth” was used in some instances to further Connect SoCal’s Growth
Vision of reducing the need for residents to drive by locating housing, jobs and transit
closer together - helping to assure that Connect SoCal’s land use and growth strategies
recognize local input, promote sustainable transportation options, and support
equitable and adaptable communities. Additional information on the development and
future use of the Growth Vision is available in the growth forecast Guiding Principles in
the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report.

2. CDR PEIR comments #33, #35, and #54 to add the following text: "SB 375 requires the For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
determination to be based upon population projections by the Department of Finance and  (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
regional population forecasts used in preparing the regional transportation plan. If the total PEIR.

regional population forecasted and used in the regional transportation plan is within a

range of 1.5 percent of the regional population forecast completed by the Department of

Finance for the same planning period, then the population forecast developed by the

regional agency and used in the regional transportation plan shall be the basis for the

determination. If the difference is greater than 1.5 percent, then the two agencies shall

meet to discuss variances in methodology and seek agreement on a population projection

for the region to use as the basis for the RHNA determination. If no agreement is reached,

then the basis for the RHNA determination shall be the regional population projection

created by the Department of Finance. Though SCAG's total regional population projections

from the regional transportation plan were within 1.5 percent of the Department of

Finance projections, HCD rejected the use of SCAG's population projections."

3. CDR RTP/SCS and OCCOG comments which revise text to maintain an objective/unbiased Proposed suggestions will be considered in the Final Connect SoCal, as appropriate.
tone, delete sensationalized language, and include meaningful evidence to support
generalized claims about the SCAG region.
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0001554.01

Comment

City of Huntington Beach

4. OCCOG comments to revise the definition of a HQTA used in the RTP/SCS and RHNA to
be consistent with the definition of a HQTA in SB 375 and the Strategic Growth Council.
This is necessary to ensure the SCAG region is able to compete for available funds related
to transit-oriented housing.

5. OCCOG comments opposing any alternative in the PEIR that does not utilize local input,
including the intensified land use alternative. The RHNA must be consistent with the
RTP/SCS as required by Government Code Section 65080(b)(2)(B) and Section 65584.04(m).

6. OCCOG PEIR comments regarding the usage of "can and should" in mitigation measures.
Revise all mitigation measures to be "considered where applicable and feasible" to clarify
that these mitigation measures are a menu of options and not requirements. Further, any
mitigation measure that includes a new fee or tax to be adopted at the jurisdictional level
must be revised to clarify that it is an option for implementation and not a requirement.
Also clarify whether the assumed revenue from the suggested new fees were included in
the financial plan or economic analysis of the RTP/SCS.

Conclusion. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Connect SoCal plan
and Program EIR. The City of Huntington Beach appreciates SCAG's commitment to a fair
and transparent process and will continue to be an active participant during the RTP/SCS
update and 6th cycle RHNA process.

City of Indio

Thank you for providing the City of Indio's Planning Division the opportunity to review and
comment on the draft Connect SoCal plan (also known as the 2020- 2045 Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy or RTP/SCS). After reviewing the
information provided, comments pertaining to the draft Connect SoCal document and draft
Program Environmental Impact Reportthe following updates and comments are being
provided for consideration:l. General Plan Updateln response to Table 3.8-4 California
Jurisdiction Addressing Climate Change in the SCAG Region (2019) on the Draft Program EIR
we would like to provide and update for the three items that were (IP) In Progress (1) GHG

Reduction Plan, (2) Climate Action Plan, and (3) General Plan Policy. On September 18, 2019

the City Council approved the City of Indio 2040 General Plan Update (Resolution No. 101
07) and Climate Action Plan (Resolution No. 10108). The General Plan addresses the
mandatory elements required by state law that are Land Use, Housing, Circulation
(Mobility), Conservation, Noise, Open Space and Environmental Justice. It also includes
optional elements of Community Facilities and Infrastructure, Health and Equity (inclusive
of Environmental Justice), Economic Development and Implementation. The Climate Action
Plan establishes the City's goals for addressing and implementing measures consisting of
policies, programs, and/or plans to achieve emissions reductions that would meet or
exceed the established GHG reduction targets. The three items on the table mentioned
above can be updated to (A) Adopted with the addition of the General Plan
Implementation Measures.
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Submittal 0001393 Related Documents Link

SCAG's HQTAs are defined consistent with definitions of High-Quality Transit Corridors,
major transit stops and transit priority areas (TPAs) as designated by state of California
statute (SB 375 and SB 743). The definition of HQTAs will be updated to clarify that
freeway transit corridors with no bus stops on the freeway alignment do not have a
directly associated HQTA.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

Comment noted. SCAG sincerely appreciates your participation.

Submittal 0001554 Related Documents Link

Comment noted. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program
Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to
Comments, and Chapter 10, Corrections and Additions, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001393.pdf
https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001554.pdf
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Comment

City of Indio

Below are current City projects aimed to reduce GHG emissions, encourage active

transportation, and integrate shared mobility.ll. Multi Modal Hub Feasibility StudyThe

Response

Submittal 0001554 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your comment. Updates provided have been included in the Active
Transportation Technical Report. The proposed Coachella Valley Rail service is

City applied to Caltrans for a Sustainable Planning Grant. The grant analyzed and evaluated discussed in the Passenger Rail Technical Report.

fifteen (15) sites for a future Multi-Modal Hub site in the City of Indio. Furthermore, in
collaboration with RCTC and Caltrans the feasibility study identified the selected site for use
for passenger rail services. The passenger rail route is being planned as Special Events Train
to operate between Los Angeles Union Station and Indio. The Special Events Train will serve
the Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival and Stagecoach Festival. The feasibility study
looks at existing and proposed transportation system to provide multi-modal services such
as park-and-ride, transit connections, bikeshare. The study includes site development,
management and operations, maintenance, costs and funding. The Multi Modal Hub

FeasibilityStudy is planned to be completed and adopted by February 2020.111.

Complete Streets PlanThe City of Indio 2040 General Plan's Mobility elements outlines the
goals and objectives for the Complete Streets Master Plan . The purpose of the Complete
Streets Plan is to enhance connectivity across all travel modes. Although the City of Indio
has over 20 miles of existing bikeways and various miles of existing sidewalks, there are still
critical connectivity gaps for both bicyclists and pedestrians. As part of this project, transit,
bicycle, and pedestrian connectivity improvements identified in the Mobility Element are
being reviewed in the Complete Streets Plan to identify remaining connectivitygaps and
identify projects to address these gaps. The Complete Streets Master Plan is expected to be

completed by early 2020.

City of Irvine

The City of Irvine appreciates the opportunity to review and provide comments on Connect
SoCal, the Draft 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy
(2020 RTP/SCS) and the Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR). The draft 2020

RTP/SCS and PEIR is a significant effort and the City of Irvine recognizes that the documents
are critical to the region's ability to receive federal funding for transportation projects,

improve mobility, support sustainable development, operate and maintain the

transportation system, and meet the region's greenhouse gas emission reduction targets

and other air conformity standards.

The following general comments and recommendations are offered by the City of Irvine on
the 2020 RTP/SCS, associated appendices, and PEIR. In support of this letter, please find
attached more specific detailed comments from the City of Irvine that are consistent with
the comments provided by the Orange County Council of Governments (OCCOG) and the
Center for Demographic Research (CDR) at California State University Fullerton. The City of
Irvine requests that this letter and all of its attachments be included in the public record as

our collective comments on the 2020 RTP/SCS, PEjR, all associated appendices and

documents, and online inventory of maps.1. The City of Irvine concurs with the Orange
County Council of Governments (OCCOG) and the Center for Demographic Research (CDR)

at California State University FullertonThe City of Irvine concurs with the comments

SCAG will receive from the OCCOG and the CDR. The City requests that SCAG respond to all
of the comments detailed in the OCCOG and CDR letters and to act upon any changes

advocated by OCCOG, of which the City is a member agency.
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Thank you for your comments on the Draft Connect SoCal and its associated PEIR.
Comment noted.

Comment noted. Proposed revisions will be considered in the Final Connect SoCal. For
responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments,


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001554.pdf
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Comment

City of Irvine

The City of Irvine greatly appreciates the close coordination between SCAG and CDR on

behalf of the City of Irvine to ensure the 2020 RTP/SCS growth forecast accurately reflects

development agreements; entitlements; projects recently completed or under
construction; open space; and general plan densities.

Additionally, the City of Irvine supports a growth forecast that is adopted at a geographic

level no lower than the jurisdictional level. The City of Irvine provided SCAG with a detailed
and accurate land use data set and growth forecast during its eighteen (18) month Bottom-

Up Local Input and Envisioning Process and through the submission of the 2018 Orange
County Projections (OCP-2018) data set.

On December 11,2019, CDR provided SCAG with the technical corrections to the draft

2020 RTP/SCS growth forecast data set on behalf of the City of Irvine and all other Orange

County jurisdictions. The technical corrections ensure the final 2020 RTP/SCS growth
forecast accurately reflects entitlements; development agreements; projects recently
completed or under construction; open space; and general plan densities. On January
8,2020, CDR requested, on behalf of the City of Irvine and all other Orange County
jurisdictions, a copy of the final draft growth forecast data set to confirm that all the
technical corrections have been included in the final 2020 RTP/SCS growth forecast. On

January 14, 2020, CDR was informed that SCAG would not provide a copy of the final draft

growth forecast to CDR for review until mid February 2020.
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Submittal 0001529 Related Documents Link

Thank you. SCAG also values its close working relationship with CDR and the City of
Irvine.

Thank you for your comment. The Growth Forecast Guiding Principles, found in the
Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report (page 27) indicate that the
forecast will be adopted at the jurisdictional level, and not at any smaller levels. In
working to finalize the plan’s Forecasted Development Pattern (a reflection of the
Growth Vision policies and strategies), SCAG initiated a peer review with local
jurisdictions of population, household, and employment growth at the sub-jurisdictional
level (i.e. transportation analysis zone (TAZ) level) prior to the release of the draft
Connect SoCal plan. Utilizing this feedback, technical refinements were made to the
Forecasted Development Pattern in Connect SoCal that included adjustments to growth
due to entitlements and maximum planned capacities (in line with the Growth Forecast
Guiding Principles). To ensure transparency during the process to finalize the
Forecasted Development Pattern for Connect SoCal, SCAG emailed a letter to each
jurisdiction starting February 21 that included a detailed methodology document for
SCAG's Growth Vision. Jurisdictions were also given access to their jurisdictional and
neighborhood level Forecasted Development Pattern data via SCAG's Scenario Planning
Model - Data Management Site. Throughout this effort, SCAG engaged with
stakeholders from the Technical Working Group, and also provided an update on the
peer review exercise to the Community, Economic, and Human Development Policy
Committee.

Thank you for the City of Irvine's input on the Draft Connect SoCal plan's Growth Vision.
Prior to the release of the Draft Connect SoCal, SCAG initiated a peer review with
jurisdictions to review the neighorhood level growth projections included in the Plan to
ensure that development projects already underway (i.e. entitled projects) were
captured in Connect SoCal's Forecasted Development Pattern and that locally planned
capacities were adhered to for allocating growth (in line with the Growth Forecast
Guiding Principles, as included in the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical
Report). After reviewing this input and finalizing the Connect SoCal Forecasted
Development Pattern (a reflection of the Growth Vision strategies and policies), SCAG
emailed a letter to each jurisdiction starting February 21 that included a detailed
methodology document for SCAG's Growth Vision. Jurisdictions were also given access
to their jurisdictional and neighborhood level Forecasted Development Pattern data via
SCAG's Scenario Planning Model - Data Management Site. Throughout this effort, SCAG
engaged with stakeholders from the Technical Working Group, and also provided an
update on the peer review exercise to the Community, Economic, and Human
Development Policy Committee.
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Comment

City of Irvine

It is strongly recommended that SCAG utilize the 2018 Orange County Projections (OGP-
2018) data set provided to SCAG during its Bottom-Up Local Input and Envisioning Process
to ensure that general plan capacities are not exceeded and all open space, development
agreements, and entitlements are properly reflected.

The City of Irvine opposes any alternative in the PEIR that does not utilize local input, or at
the very least, the jurisdictional totals provided through the local input process should be
used. Any alternative that does not properly reflect all development agreements, open
space protections, and recent or ongoing construction should not be utilized as the
preferred alternative.
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Thank you for the City of Irvine's input on the Draft Connect SoCal plan's Growth Vision.
SCAG utilized feedback from jurisdictions and a broad range of stakeholders to develop
the Growth Vision strategies and Forecasted Development Pattern for Connect SoCal. In
working to finalize the plan’s Forecasted Development Pattern (a reflection of the
Growth Vision's strategies and policies), SCAG initiated a peer review with local
jurisdictions of population, household, and employment growth at the sub-jurisdictional
level (i.e. transportation analysis zone (TAZ) level) prior to the release of the draft
Connect SoCal plan. Focusing on jurisdictions individually, it was evident that many had
visions for future development that were a better match with Connect SoCal’s Growth
Vision of regional policies and strategies. Accordingly, technical refinements were made
to the Forecasted Development Pattern in Connect SoCal that included adjustments to
growth due to entitlements and maximum planned capacities. “Locally envisioned
growth” was used in some instances to further Connect SoCal’s Growth Vision of
reducing the need for residents to drive by locating housing, jobs and transit closer
together - helping to assure that Connect SoCal’s land use and growth strategies
recognize local input, promote sustainable transportation options, and support
equitable and adaptable communities.

Thank you for your comment. The final Connect SoCal and PEIR for Connect SoCal use
jurisdictional growth totals which reflect local input in all cases. Please refer to the
Guiding Principles for the growth forecast included in the Demographics and Growth
Forecast Techincal Report. In working to finalize the plan’s Forecasted Development
Pattern (a reflection of the Growth Vision policies and strategies), SCAG initiated a peer
review with local jurisdictions of population, household, and employment growth at the
sub-jurisdictional level (i.e. transportation analysis zone (TAZ) level) prior to the release
of the draft Connect SoCal. Focusing on jurisdictions individually, it was evident that
many had visions for future development that were a better match with Connect
SoCal’s Growth Vision of regional policies and strategies. Accordingly, technical
refinements were made to the Forecasted Development Pattern in Connect SoCal that
included adjustments to growth due to entitlements and maximum planned capacities
(in line with the Demographics and Growth Forecast Technical Report). “Locally
envisioned growth” was used in some instances to further Connect SoCal’s Growth
Vision of reducing the need for residents to drive by locating housing, jobs and transit
closer together - helping to assure that Connect SoCal’s land use and growth strategies
recognize local input, promote sustainable transportation options, and support
equitable and adaptable communities. To ensure transparency during the process to
finalize the Forecasted Development Pattern for Connect SoCal, SCAG emailed a letter
to each jurisdiction starting February 21 that included a detailed methodology
document for SCAG's Growth Vision. Jurisdictions were also given access to their
jurisdictional and neighborhood level Forecasted Development Pattern data via SCAG's
Scenario Planning Model - Data Management Site. Throughout this effort, SCAG
engaged with stakeholders from the Technical Working Group, and also provided an
update on the peer review exercise to the Community, Economic, and Human
Development Policy Committee.
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0001529.10

0001529.11

Comment

City of Irvine

We further note the failure to rely on accurate jurisdictional-level data divorces the 2020
RTP/SCS from the methodology proposed in the RHNA as required by Government Code

Section 65080 (b)(2)(B) and Section 65584.04(m) and we believe this must be remedied in

the final 2020 RTP/SCS.

The alignment of SCAG's Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) and RTP/SCS
documents is required by Government Code Section 65080 (b)(2)(B) and Section
65584.04(m). The proposed methodology SCAG submitted to the Department of Housing
and Community Development (HCD) indicates that the HQTAs identified in the RTP/SCS
using the 2045 planning year are to be used for RHNA purposes of evaluating "transit
access." The City of Irvine has expressed concern throughout the RHNA methodology
development process with the utilization of the Interstate 5 Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)
corridor. The HCD approved RHNA methodology identifies three station stops within the
City of Irvine, however, the Interstate 5 BRT project and the three station stops have not
been approved or vetted by the City and are not certain. The City of Irvine requests that

the station stops within the City of Irvine or potential references to them be removed from

the RTP/SCS.

Throughout the documents, there are specific examples of technology identified. It is not
SCAG's purview to pick winners and losers in technology; the marketplace will determine
dominant technologies. Therefore, it should be noted that these are only examples and

that future technologies should not be ignored or excluded from meeting the goals of the

RTP/SCS. This will allow the document, including mitigation measures, to be more inclusive

and responsive to changing technological advances.

Language throughout the draft 2020 RTP/SCS, the PEIR, and the associated appendices has

a tendency to be leading and dramatic in its emphasis of certain key issues, such as active
transportation, public health, and land use policy. While these issues are important, using
opinion-based and emotionally-charged language is inappropriate in this context.SCAG

should remove, wherever applicable, opinion and biased descriptive language that does not

reflect the fact-based, data-driven nature of this critical document in favor of a more
unbiased, objective tone that embraces the diversity of the region. Examples of overly
emphatic language are outlined in Enclosure 1.
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See Master Response #1.

Please see Master Response #1. In addition, SCAG coordinates with the county
transportation commissions and transit operators in the region to identify financially
constrained long-range transit improvements. The transit projects included in Connect
SoCal for Orange County reflect the input from the Orange County Transportation
Authority (OCTA) developed through its Transit Master Plan, identifying an Orange
County Transit Vision for enhancing and expanding public transit, and its Long Range
Transportation Plan. Connect SoCal includes a future High Quality Transit Corridor on I-5
serving South Orange County, consistent with OCTA's 2018 Long Range-Transportation
Plan.

Thank you for your comment. SCAG does not recommend specific companies be
granted favor over others, but it is in the purview of SCAG to provide guidance
regarding sustainability, safety, equity and other regional concerns that might arise
from a category of technologies. For example, if a technology is proven to increase
greenhouse gas or criteria pollutant emissions, it is our responsibility to advise our
member agencies that such a technology is not in line with our state-mandated goal to
reduce emissions.

Comment noted. Proposed revisions will be considered in the Final Connect SoCal.

With regards to the PEIR, the PEIR is a factual unbiased document. No language is
intended to be biased or overly dramatic. Please see Section 10.0 Corrections and
Additions of the Final PEIR.
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0001529.13

0001529.14

0001529.15

Comment

City of Irvine

As indicated in the PEIR, state law provides that it is appropriate to indicate in mitigation
measures that they "can and should" be implemented where the authority to implement
the measure rests with agencies other than SCAG. The language conveys to local agencies
an affirmative obligation to address each mitigation measure, irrespective of whether such
agencies deem the measures applicable to a particular project or duplicative of their own
or other governmental agencies' regulatory measures. The City of Irvine recognizes SCAG's
use of the words "can and should" are derived from California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA), at Public Resources Code sections 21081 and 2155.2(b)(5)(ii) and CEQA Guidelines,
including section '15091(a)(2). Nevertheless, given the express limitation of Senate Bill 375
(SB 375) upon respective local agencies' land use authority, the City of Irvine deems any
language seemingly imposing affirmative obligations contrary to SB 375 inappropriate. As
such, the use of the language "can and should" for mitigation measures addressed to local
agencies is overreaching.The City of Irvine recommends SCAG change all language in all
project level mitigation measures to read "should consider where applicable and feasible."
This change will clarify that the project level mitigation measures are a menu of options.

It is noted that many of the mitigation measures are duplicative of existing regulation or
processes (e.g., CEQA review requirements). Under CEQA, it is intended that measures be
identified that will mitigate impacts of the project. Existing regulations are already assumed
to be abided by in the evaluation of the impact, and the significance of the impact should
be looked at after all existing regulation is applied. Mitigation measures should address
those actions that need to be undertaken in addition to existing regulation in order to
mitigate the impact. Therefore, mitigation measures that simply restate existing regulation
are not valid mitigation for purposes of CEQA. Further, it is possible for regulations to
change over time. Because of this, restatement of the regulation in the mitigation
measures could result in future conflict between the stated mitigation and regulation. It
has become common practice to state that existing regulation will be implemented. When
this is done, it is common practice, when compliance is used as a mitigation measure, to
simply state that the responsible entity will simply comply with the regulation. If mitigation
measures that restate existing regulation are not removed, then it is requested that the
wording of the measures be restated to simply read that compliance with all applicable
laws and regulations will be undertaken. Language that could be used is "Local jurisdictions,
agencies, and project sponsors shall comply, as applicable. with existing federal. state. and
local laws and regulations." Similar language is included in some mitigation measures.

Throughout the 2020 RTP/SCS, PEIR, and associated appendices, there are references to
"cities". Since the SCAG region also includes counties, it is recommended that references to
"city" or "cities" are changed to "jurisdiction" or "jurisdictions" where appropriate.

There are many different abbreviations used throughout the documents. To avoid
confusion and help persons unfamiliar with technical jargon, spelling out the acronyms
prior to using them for the first time is common; however, this is often missing in the 2020
RTP/SCS documents.
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For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

Comment noted. Proposed revisions will be considered in the Final Connect SoCal. For
responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

Comment noted. Proposed suggestions will be considered in the Final Connect SoCal.
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0001356.01

0001356.02

Comment

City of Irvine

When a report of such complexity as the 2020 RTP/SCS is produced, it is common for
tables, maps, and other graphics to be used or referred to in a manner that could divorce
them from the context in which they are presented. For instance, someone may come
upon a chart that explains a topic they are reaching and could download the image
separate and apart from the technical explanation accompanying it in the electronic
version of the document. Without source information embedded in the graphic,
information can be spread without proper attribution. The City of Irvine understands that it
may "look cleaner" to not include a source, date, and citation for data but best practices for
technical reports include adding sources to all graphics.

Several mitigation measures indicate that local jurisdictions or other entities should
implement new fees or propose taxes to pay for a variety of programs or for acquisition of
land for preservation. Increases to fees or taxes are issues that could require voter approval
and, therefore, it should not be assumed that they will be approved.The City of Irvine
recommends that SCAG reword measures to indicate that a new or increased fee, new tax,
or other increase is only an option as a way to implement the mitigation. SCAG should also
clarify whether it was assumed that these additional fees were considered feasible and if
the new fees that are suggested were considered in the financial plan or economic analysis
of the RTP.

The City of Irvine appreciates your consideration of all comments provided in this letter and
enclosure and looks forward to your responses. It is a shared goal to have a Regional
Transportation Plan and Sustainable Communities Strategy adopted by the April 2020
deadline that represents the best in regional planning developed collaboratively with local
jurisdictions and stakeholders in a manner that is credible and defensible on all levels.

City of La Habra

Thank you for the opportunity to review the "Draft Connect So Cal Program Environmental
Impact Report". As you are aware, the California Environmental Quality Act allows
potentially affected agencies to comment on proposed projects that may cause significant
environmental impacts to their community. Given the nature of the project," the following
are our concerns and comments: DOWNLOADS Draft Connect SoCal Plan- No comments.

Chapter 0: Making Connections- No comments. Chapter 1 : About the Plan- No comments.

Chapter 2: SoCal Today- No comments. Chapter 3: A Path to Greater Access, Mobility and
Sustainability- No comments. Chapter 4: Paying our Way Forward- No comments.

Chapter 5: Measuring our Progress- No comments. Chapter6: Looking Ahead - No
comments. Glossary: No comments. TECHNICAL REPORTS Active Transportation- Page
19. Discuss why Figure 7 and Figure 9 are different but with the same title.

Page 42. Figure 27-The graph is difficult to interpret. TheY-Axis is speed and the X-Axis
appears to be percentages. It has been proven that higher speeds cause more injuries and
deaths but this particular graph does not make sense.The Y-Axis appears to be a
percentage ... a percentage of what?
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Comment noted. Proposed revisions will be considered in the Final Connect SoCal.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

Comment noted.

Submittal 0001356 Related Documents Link

Comment noted. This error has been corrected, Figures 7 and 9 are now correctly
labeled.

Comment noted. Figure 27 has been edited for easier interpretation.
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0001547.01

0001547.02

Comment

City of La Habra

Page 51. Figure 30- Some of the colors appear to be the same. Please use different colors
so that the data can be understood.

Page 99. Don't "fade" the north Orange County area. Show the entire County including the

La Habra and Brea area. The header can be relocated to another location on the page.

Appendix 1, Page 2. Define SOV (Single Occupancy Vehicle)

Page 4. There needs to be discussion bringing Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit Authority
(METRO) facilities into Orange County. METRO and Orange County Transportation
Authority (OCTA) need to start discussing this soon if they have not already.

Page 116, Exhibit 25- Title obstructs Collision Density data. Please relocate the Title.

Page 128- The Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad has already adopted design standards

to accommodate future electrification of their rail system by requiring addition clearance
for new overhead bridges over their tracks

Page 21, The 1-405 Project between State Route 73 and 1-605 is already underway. The
completion year stated in the document is 2026. Is this completion date correct?

Page 32, Exhibit 7- The High-Quality Transit Corridors don't appear to match maps in

previous Exhibits (Passenger Rail). One shows a High-Quality Transit Corridor along Harbor

Boulevard and the other one does not.

Page 56, Mitigation is spelled wrong in the Title on the right side of the page. Please check

the second sentence under this same Title. | think the sentence should read "Very large
earthquakes (M>7.5) on the San Andreas Fault are both the most uncommon and
potentially the most devastating to the region and the nation." These types of large
earthquakes are not the most common type of earthquakes in Southern California.

City of Laguna Hills

The City of Laguna Hills appreciates SCAG's efforts to address complex regional issues and
to collaboratively plan with local jurisdictions. The City of Laguna Hills respectfully provides
the comments below concerning SCAG's 2020 RTP/SCS known as Connect SoCal (the Plan).

Local InputThe City supports the use of data provided to SCAG on behalf of the City by Cal

State Fullerton's Center for Demographic Research (CDR) via OCP-2018. At this time the City

understands that CDR has not yet been given the opportunity to review the final RTP/SCS

growth forecast. The City does not support any intensification of the City's land uses in the

proposed RTP/SCS beyond the local input provided in OCP-2018.
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Graphic will be adjusted for better legibility.

Comment noted. Graphics have been adjusted to ensure full visibility of the entire
county.

The SOV acronym will be spelled out in the Final Connect SoCal.

Comment noted.

The title has been relocated to allow visibility to the collision density data.

Comment noted.

Comment noted. Project ORA030605 was submitted by Orange County Transportation
Authority in the 2019 FTIP and in Connect SoCal with a completion year of 2026 as
shown.

High Quality Transit Corridors (HQTCs) shown in Exhibit 7 are defined in the Appendix to
the Transit Technical Report and are based on bus service frequencies in the peak
period. Other exhibits do not depict bus service frequencies, nor do they depict HQTCs,
and should not be compared to Exhibit 7 in that regard.

Comment noted. The Transportation Safety & Security Technical Report has been
updated.

Submittal 0001547 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your comments. SCAG will take your comments into consideration.

Comment noted.
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0001324.01

Comment

City of Laguna Hills

Interstate 5 (I-5) High Quality Transit Area (HQTA) Proposal-South Orange County The
City is perplexed by the Plan's proposal to designate I-5 in south Orange County as a High

Quality Transit Area. The Plan refers to HQTAs as corridor-focused growth areas within one

half mile of an existing or planned fixed guideway transit stop or a bus transit corridor
where buses pick up passengers at a frequency of every 15 minutes (or less) during peak
commuting hours. No such transit access currently exists anywhere in south Orange
County, and based on the City's understanding of the Orange County Transportation
Authority's (OCTA) operations, no such transit access is contemplated. Without the
appropriate supporting transit, an HQTA designation for I-5 is not justified.

Nearly 360,000 motorists travel the I-5 daily in South Orange County, and volumes are
expected to grow 25 percent by 2045 (OCTA, 2019). Increasing higher intensity housing

uses along the I-5 will merely add congestion without reducing per capita VMT since limited

transit alternatives for commuting to job centers exist for South County residents.

While OCTA and CalTrans are working to implement various widening projects to improve

capacity of the I-5, there are no plans associated with CalTrans or OCTA projects to add any

infrastructure typically associated with an HQTA. In addition, a substantial portion of the
land area adjacent to I-5 in south Orange County is constrained by steep slopes, flood

control improvements, rail infrastructure, water and sewer infrastructure, and open space.

There may be pockets of areas that exist along the I-5 that could arguably transition to
higher intensity land uses under the Plan (such as near existing Transit Priority Areas), but
these pocket growth areas do not justify the designation of the entire I-5 corridor as an
HQTA. Therefore, the City requests that the HQTA designation be revised on the I-5

corridor to extend no further south than El Taro Road. The City believes revising the HQTA

in this manner is appropriate given a variety of land use and planning factors that exist in
the area. These factors lend themselves to supporting a transition to higher intensity land
uses contemplated by the Plan in the City of Laguna Hills.

City of Lancaster

To Whom It May Concern.After reviewing the projects listed in the Connect SoCal PEIR
document, the City of Lancaster would like to submit to you that there are two of our
projects missing from the project listing. The following are the TIP IDs and Titles for the
missing projects:-LA9918789: 10th Street West and Avenue J Improvements-LATP16S001:
10th Street West Road Diet & Bikeway ImprovementsPlease let me know if you have any
questions.

City of Los Angeles

| commend SCAG's leadership in regional planning for environmental, sustainable &

integrated transportation system. | would encourage greater emphasis on researching and

recommending high impact (on equitable and sustainability outcomes). Pilot programs &
interventions based on your travel demand & growth modeling.
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Thank you for your comment. The I-5 BRT project was identified to SCAG by the Orange
Country Transportation Authority as a future high quality transit corridor consistent
with the applicable statutory definitions provided under the California Public Resources
Code. The Final Connect SoCal will reflect HQTA maps that do not include HQTAs along
freeway segments that do not have transit stops and are not accessible to transit riders.
The definition of HQTAs will be updated in the Final Connect SoCal to clarify that
freeway transit corridors with no bus stops on the freeway alignment do not have a
directly associated HQTA.

Comment noted. Connect SoCal includes a future High Quality Transit Corridor on I-5
serving South Orange County, consistent with OCTA's 2018 Long Range-Transportation
Plan.

Thank you for your comment. The I-5 BRT project was identified to SCAG by the Orange
Country Transportation Authority as a future high quality transit corridor consistent
with the applicable statutory definitions provided under the California Public Resources
Code. The Final Connect SoCal will reflect HQTA maps that do not include HQTAs along
freeway segments that do not have transit stops and are not accessible to transit riders.
The definition of HQTAs will be updated in the Final Connect SoCal to clarify that
freeway transit corridors with no bus stops on the freeway alignment do not have a
directly associated HQTA.

Submittal 0001375 Related Documents

FTIP projects listed in Project List Technical Report incorporate projects from the
adopted 2019 FTIP and Amendments #19-01, #19-02 and #19-12. LA9918789 was
programmed in a subsequent amendment - #19-15. To view any changes to projects in
subsequent amendments, please refer to the SCAG FTIP program website. LATP16S001
is included under a grouped project listing under LA11G3. Therefore, a specific listing is
not identified in the Project List.
0001324

Submittal Related Documents

Thank you for your comments. Comments noted.
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submitted by City of Los Angeles, Department of Transportation Submittal 0001304 Related Documents

0001304.01 LADOT is currently reviewing the draft Connect SoCal Plan. We noticed that in the Project Comment noted. Tables 1 and 3 for City of Los Angeles projects have been provided.
List Technical Report, there is no lead agency listed in Table 1. Also the lead agency in Table
3 does not specify if the project's lead agency is Los Angeles City or Los Angeles County.
Would it be possible to receive the FTIP Project List and the Unconstrained Project List
(Table 3) with only the projects the City of Los Angeles is the lead agency for? This would
help our review immensely.

submitted by City of Los Angeles, Department of Transportation Submittal 0001555 Related Documents Link
0001555.01 Policy and Planning Framework Since the adoption of the 2016 RTP/SCS, the City of Los Thank you for your comment. SCAG applauds your commitment to improve mobility
Angeles adopted several plans and policies that further the legislative framework that and safety along with goals to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, especially from drive

informs the Connect SoCal. We are pleased to see SCAG acknowledge the City's Mobility alone trips.
Plan 2035 as a substantial advancement since the adoption of the 2016-2040 RTP/SCS. The
Mobility Plan 2035 fundamentally shifted the City's priorities by adopting goals that include
designing for safety first, building a world class infrastructure with a 'complete streets'
planning framework, access for all Angelenos, more collaboration and informed choices,
and a clean environment and health community. These goals align with the goals of SB 375
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that are a bi-product of travel, especially drive-alone
trips. Since the adoption of the Mobility Plan 2035, the City continues to put the plan

into action with meaningful results. In advancing the safety first goal, LADOT released the
Vision Zero Action Plan whichaims to eliminate traffic-related deaths by 2025.LADOT's
Strategic Plan Great Streets for Los Angeles released in January 2018 describes the
department's vision to provide access to safe and affordable transportation choices that
treat everyonewith dignity and support vibrant inclusive communities. This Strategic Plan
includes actionable strategies that advance the department's priorities through 2020.

Transportation technologies have changed rapidly within the past five years. LADOT
released a transportation technology strategy titled, Urban Mobility in a Digital Age in
August 2016, which focuses on building a solid data foundation, leveraging technology and
design for a better customer experience, creating partnerships for more complementary
shared services and prepare for an automated future. In November 2019, LADOT released
the Technology Action Plan that outlines the visions defined in the Urban Mobility in a
Digital Age. This action plan provides guidance for LADOT to clearly communicate physical
and virtual platforms that maximize equity and livability.

0001555.02 Lastly, Mayor Eric Garcetti released LA's Green New Deal in April 2019, which sets Comment noted.
aggressive goals for the City's sustainable future, tackles the climate emergency with
accelerated targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, strengthens our economy and
middle class, and sets the City on course to be carbon neutral by 2050.We would like to
underscore the strong commitments the City has made to advance innovative and
sustainable transportation strategies that have the potential to transform the historical
reliance on thepersonal automobile. In the creation of the Final Connect SoCal Plan, we
invite SCAG to to draw from the vast array of transformative strategies that can increase
the share of sustainable rips, especially those that scale at the regional level.

105


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001555.pdf

ID
Submitted by

0001555.03.1

0001555.03.2

0001555.03.4

0001555.03.6
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City of Los Angeles, Department of Transportation

Transportation System Project List The RTP includes an extensive project list. As stated in
the Project List appendix, the list is divided into three primary sections, as follows: 1) The
Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP), which forms the foundation of the
RTP project investment strategy and represents the first six years of already committed
funding; 2) the Financially Constrained list of projects not included in the FTIP but which
have "reasonably available" funding; and 3) Strategic Plan projects representing an
unconstrained list of potential projects that the region would pursue given additional
funding and commitment. LADOT closely reviewed the three Transportation Project lists.
The City's requested revisions are categorized under the three RTP project list categories:

FTIP: A small number of projects that were removed in a recent FliP amendment remain on
this draft list. This list should be updated to reflect the most recent FTIP amendment;

Financially-Constrained RTP: SCAG should work with the City to ensure all eligible projects
and programs are captured in the final list. There are some projects that have identified-
funding, under construction or being implemented that are omitted that should be
included;

Strategic Projects: Some projects on this list were identified from adopted Community
Plans and include projects related to decreasing automobile delay and improving the
outdated Level of Service (LOS) metric. The City is re-evaluating whether these projects are
compatible with the policy goals of SB 743. Several Community Plans are anticipated to be
updated over the next few years and City staff may work with SCAG to ensure this projects
on this list are compatible withcurrent City policy goals.

Following the review of the Transportation Conformity Analysis Technical Report, Table 63
should reflect any changes made to the FTIP Project List included in the Project List
Technical Report. LADOT recently initiated the Mobility Investment Program (MIP), which
represents the department's data-driven effort to capture and plan for mobility
investments that advance the City's values and vision for transportation. The MIP institutes
project-delivery best practices toidentify funding opportunities early in project
development, enhance project engagement and evaluation protocols, pursue formalized
interagency collaboration, and establish short- andlong-term capital improvement plans.

As a comprehensive, map-based inventory of both funded and unfunded projects, LADOT
will utilize the MIP to develop short-term (five year) and long-term (20 year) plans to serve
as the Department's infrastructure playbook that willprioritize the City's mobility
investments. In coordination with the RTP project lists, the MIP will be cross-referenced to
ensure the projects within the City are included on the appropriate RTPproject lists and
reflect a similar level of priority and implementation timeframe identified by the City.We
suggest that the SCAG staff responsible for compiling the Transportation System Project
List meet with LADOT Planning and Policy staff prior to adoption of the Final Connect So Cal
Plan to ensure project information is up to date. Should the RTP Project Lists be updated to
address any of the comments mentioned above, LADOT requests SCAG closely coordinate
with City staff on the revisions.
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Comment noted.

Comment noted. The FTIP projects included within the Draft Connect SoCal Project List
Technical Report incorporate the adopted 2019 FTIP and Amendments #19-01, 19-02,
and #19-12. To view any changes to projects in subsequent amendments, please refer
to the SCAG FTIP program website.

Comment noted. Most of the projects featured in the Plan's Project List Technical
Report were provided by the six County Transportation Commissions (CTCs), in this case
Metro. Decisions to delete, replace or modify a project must come through the CTC.
Please work with Metro to include projects into the current FTIP and RTP during the
next amendment opportunity.

Comment noted. SCAG Staff would be happy to work with the City of Los Angeles and
LA Metro staff in the future to reflect these locally approved Community Plans in future
updates.

Comment noted. Changes made to the Transportation Conformity Analysis Table 63 will
be coordinated with the latest approved FTIP and amendments prior to finalizing
Connect SoCal. The Draft Connect SoCal reflected changes completed up to the 2019
FTIP including amendments #19-01, #19-02 and #19-12. Subsequent amendments could
not be reflected in the draft version Connect SoCal due to the preparation timeline. To
view any changes to projects in subsequent amendments, please refer to the SCAG FTIP
program website. Please work with Metro to coordinate project consistency between
the City's MIP and Connect SoCal.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001555.pdf

ID

Submitted by

0001555.05

Comment

City of Los Angeles, Department of Transportation

SB 743 Implementationln 2013, the State of California signed SB 743 into law, which
requires a shift in the way cities measure environmental impacts. State guidelines require
all cities to update their transportation impact analysis metrics from level of service (LOS)
to vehicle miles traveled (VMT) before July 1, 2020. In July 2019, the City of Los Angeles
adopted new CEQA Transportation thresholds, accompanied by updated Transportation
Assessment Guidelines, to comply with SB 743.The City acknowledges SCAG's efforts

noted in the Connect SoCal plan to support and assist in the implementation of SB 743
throughout the region. One notable effort was the assistance provided through the
Sustainability Planning Grants, of which several jurisdictions took advantage of including
the City of Los Angeles. LADOT encourages SCAG to continue taking a leadership role in
providing technicalassistance to cities beyond the State's deadline to comply.SCAG's in-
house data and transportation modeling expertise could be leveraged to provide hands-on
assistance to the jurisdictions within the SCAG region that may not have the staff resources
or funding toappropriately respond to the State mandate. SCAG's leadership could narrow
the gap in staff capacity and available funding by developing sub-regional sketch planning
tools and recommending uniform thresholds to be considered for each sub-area Council of
Governments (COG). SCAG should continue to help develop VMT exchanges by providing
more technical capacity and regional forums with a goal tobetter serve areas of the region
with fewer mitigation options. Continued research on these topics will allow for more
efficient implementation of SB 743 across jurisdictional lines in order to achieve the
intended outcomes of the legislation: promote reductions in greenhouse gas emissions,
develop multimodal transportation networks, and diversify land uses.

107

Response

Submittal 0001555 Related Documents Link

Thank you for taking the time to review and comment on the draft Connect SoCal. The
cooperative and constructive relationship enjoyed between SCAG and LADOT is highly
valued and appreciated and we look forward to our continued collaboration as we work
together toward achieving the successful implementation of SB 743 in Los Angeles and
in all of the communities throughout the region. SCAG recognizes the importance of
sharing data and providing other available technical resources with our local
jurisdictions as part of SB 743 implementation.
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City of Los Angeles, Department of Transportation

Emerging Transportation TechnologyTransportation technology has evolved rapidly over
the last five years. Micro-mobility and on-demand transportation services, including
Transportation Network Companies (TNCs) and dockless devices havedramatically
changed how people travel within the City of Los Angeles and the SCAG region. The draft
Connect SoCal plan's Emerging Technology Technical Report initiates a discussion on how
thesetechnologies impact travel behavior regionwide.Connect SoCal alludes to the
possibility of emerging technologies disrupting the transportation system and increasing
VMT. We encourage SCAG to take a more proactive approach to integrating
newtransportation technologies in a way that promotes sustainable travel choices and
meets the region's greenhouse gas emission reduction goals. LADOT's strategy for
regulating, monitoring, and evaluatingemerging transportation technologies is outlined in
Urban Mobility in a Digital Age. The groundwork by which LA DOT will implement this plan
and regulate emerging technologies can be found in LADOT'sTechnology Action Plan
(TAP).5 LADOT recommends SCAG provide guidance in Connect SoCal to help cities
throughout the region effectively manage new innovations operating in public spaces
andneighborhoods.Cities host a suite of operational and regulatory services that

include moving people to safety during emergencies, sometimes shutting down streets,
providing safe passage to those wishing to gather anddemonstrate, and managing and
pricing the curb to regulate parking and deliveries. New technology enabled modes require
technological tools to enforce regulations, streamline customer service, and empower

private companies to provide service equitably and responsibly. SCAG should consider both

the needs and the opportunities of government agencies within their jurisdiction to
leverage the technological advancement that brings both challenges and opportunities. In
September 2019, LADOT deployed the Mobility Data Specification (MDS) to regulate
dockless mobility. We urge SCAG to consider advancing the role of MDS and other digital
regulatory tools to better plan for evolution in the transportation technology landscape.

Lastly, public transit use has declined over the past few years both throughout the SCAG
region and nationwide. As the regional Metropolitan Planning Organization, SCAG plays a
unique leadership role in policies and programs that support public transit use and
sustainable transportation modes.

Transportation Model ReviewAs SCAG updates and makes changes to the transportation
model, LADOT urges SCAG to work closely with City staff to ensure those changes are

consistent with existing datasets and forecasts. LADOT uses SCAG's transportation model as
the foundation for the City's transportation model. Transparency in the development of the

model, baseline model assumptions, and framework are valued and criticalcomponents of
the update process.

ConclusionThe draft Connect SoCal Plan and Program EIR provide a long-range vision that

aims to balance future, regional mobility and housing needs with economic, environmental,

and public health goals. The plan represents a six-county effort to meet both State and
Federal requirements and GHG reduction targets. If approved, the comments in this report
will be submitted to SCAG by LADOT on behalf of the City of Los Angeles.
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Thank you for your comment. Through the Future Communities Framework approved
by the Regional Council in 2017, SCAG has been actively working to accelerate the
adoption of innovative policies and programs across the region. Through improvements
in data collection, analysis and technology applications, governments have the
opportunity to be more efficient, innovative and transparent. Some of the policies
included in the Framework include promoting data-driven decision-making, government
transparency, and data as a public engagement tool to accelerate progress toward
achieving regional planning goals; increasing availability of civic data and information to
reduce costs and increase the efficiency of public services; facilitating regional
collaboration to ensure regional and local public data governance structures are in place
to protect our data systems and people; championing fairness and social equity in the
deployment of new technologies within the region. The Future Communities Pilot
Program (FCPP) further leverages grant funding to support deployment of new and
smart technologies to reduce transportation demand and improve government service
provision. The City of Los Angeles Department of Transportation is one of eight grantees
under the inaugural round of FCPP.

Comment noted.

SCAG will work closely with City staff regarding the model validation procedure as well
as model input data consistency.

Thank you for your comments. For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal
Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to
Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.
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City of Mission Viejo

The City of Mission Viejo respectfully submits comments on the Southern California
Association of Government (SCAG) draft 2020 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) and its associated Draft Program Environmental Impact
Report (EIR), also known as Connect SoCal and the Connect SoCal Program EIR.

The comments provided below identify broader policy inquiries that surfaced as we
reviewed the Connect SoCal documents. SCAG's responses to these inquiries will further
assist in our understanding of the achievement of SB 375 greenhouse gas emissions
reductions on the Connect SoCal Plan and its EIR alternatives, in addition to a clearer
understanding of the application of Connect SoCal policies and EIR mitigation measures on
local government projects.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reductions:1) Connect SoCal Program EIR: Section 4;
Alternatives: Discussion: One of the primary objectives of Connect SoCal is to achieve SB
375 greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets for Year 2020 and Year 2035. The Connect
So Cal Plan and the Program EIR identify that the Proposed Plan exactly meet the Year 2020
and Year 2035 GHG emissions reduction targets for cars and light-duty trucks of a per
capita 8% and 19% reduction, respectively (PEIR: Table 3.8-10: SB 375 Analysis, page 3.8-
74).

The Draft Program EIR Alternatives section further outlines three alternatives for analysis:
the No Project Alternative, Existing Plans-Local Input Alternative, and Intensified Land Use
Alternative. As discussed below, the City of Mission Viejo recommends that the Program
EIR be revised to include a quantification and consistent discussion on the amount of GHG
emissions reduction that would be achieved for each EIR alternative.

This request is of particular importance, since Connect SoCal is based upon a land use
distribution that differs from the Local Input received from SCAG jurisdictions. While the
total numbers of population, households and employment are consistent at the jurisdiction
level with the input provided by local jurisdictions on their future growth estimates, the
proposed Connect SoCal plan internally shifts, within jurisdictions, future growth proximate
to Priority Growth Areas such as high quality transit areas, resulting in a land use
distribution that differs from the Local Input distribution, to reduce Vehicle Miles Traveled
(VMT) and reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Recommendations: Given that the distribution of land uses is different between the
proposed Connect SoCal Plan, the Local Input Alternative, and the Intensified Land Use
Alternative, the PEIR should clearly identify and consistently discuss in the narrative of each
EIR Alternative, how much per capita GHG emissions reduction would be achieved for both
Year 2020 and Year 2035, for all the EIR Alternatives, as follows:a) Table 4.0-1:

Comparison of Connect SoCal and Alternatives (pages 4.0-7 -4.0-9) should be revised to
include an "element" that addresses the amount of SB 375 GHG emissions reduction that
would be achieved for Year 2020 and Year 2035 for the Connect So Cal Plan and each of the
EIR Alternatives.b) The narrative in the Alternatives section should be revised to
consistently identify and reference how much GHG emissions reduction is achieved, for
both Year 2020 and Year 2035, for each of the discussed Alternatives.
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For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.
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City of Mission Viejo

Connect SoCal Program EIR: Section 4; Alternatives: Alternative 3: Intensified Land Use
Alternative:Discussion: The Draft EIR discussion for the Intensified Land Alternative

(pages 4.0-40 and 4.0-41) states that the transportation-related GHG emissions generated

by this Alternative is projected to be less than the Connect SoCal Plan, because it generates
less VMT. The Draft EIR further states that the Intensified Land Use Alternative is projected
to achieve the 2020 target of 8% per capita reduction, and would exceed the 19% reduction

for Year 2035 (actual amount is not specified; see Comment #1 above).

The draft EIR then proceeds to conclude that "Since meeting the regional reduction goals
from cars and light-duty trucks would not be sufficient to meet the state's overall GHG

reduction goals, this alternative would conflict with AB 32 and SB 32. The Plan would have

the same impact as this alternative."

Recommendation: Please re-review the paragraph cited above. Its conclusion (that the
Intensified Land Use Alternative and the Connect SoCal Plan GHG emissions reduction
capabilities are not sufficient to meet the targets) seems contradictory and perhaps
incorrect, based on the data cited.

Vehicle Miles Traveled:3) Connect SoCal Program EIR: Section 3:8 Greenhouse Gases: SB
743 and VMT GuidanceDiscussion: The Draft Program EIR includes detailed discussion on

the statewide and regional emphasis to reduce VMT as a mechanism to tackle greenhouse

gas emissions reductions goals established under AB 32, SB 32 and the California Air
Resources Board's Scoping Plan. However, the Draft EIR further states that "even if all
MPOs meet their regional SB 375 GHG targets, the state would not be able to meet the
statewide GHG reduction goals of AB 32, SB 32 and the Scoping Plan." (page 3.8-80).

Recommendation: Please clarify if there is any discussion in the draft Connect SoCal Plan,
the Draft SoCal EIR or any of the technical appendices of said documents, that either

identifies, recommends, or infers the attainment of a specific VMT reduction policy, target

or performance measure for the SCAG region, or that may be imposed upon local
governments.

Draft EIR Mitigation Measures:4) Draft Connect SoCal EIR Mitigation Measures: Table ES-5:
Summary of Project Impacts, Mitigation Measures and Residual Impacts Discussion: The
Draft Program EIR discusses two tiers of mitigation measures: mitigation measures that
would be applied to SCAG, and mitigation measures that would be applied to local

jurisdictions and other lead agencies responsible for project-specific environmental review

documents for specific projects. The project level mitigation measures are currently

structured with a reference of "can and should", as follows:"In accordance with provisions

of sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(l)(B) of the State CEQA Guidelines, a Lead Agency
for a project can and should consider mitigation measures to reduce substantial adverse
effects ....... " (emphasis added).
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For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.
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City of Mission Viejo

Recommendation: The Draft EIR (page ES-16) states that the project level mitigation
measure approach of "can and should" provides detail on possible mitigation measures
that can be considered by Lead Agencies as they conduct environmental assessments of
specific projects. The Draft EIR further recognizes that flexibility should be maintained in
the application of mitigation approaches, given the variety and scope of projects proposed
in the 6-county SCAG region. The Draft EIR further identifies narrative that the application
of the "can and should" approach, "be considered by lead agencies in project-specific
environmental review documents as appropriate and feasible (emphasis added).

The City of Mission Viejo fully supports flexibility in the application of the project-level
mitigation measures, and recommends that the each of the project-level mitigation
measures listed in the Draft Connect SoCal Program EIR be revised to also include the
reference "as appropriate and feasible," as follows: "In accordance with provisions of
sections 15091(a)(2) and 15126.4(a)(l)(B) of the State CEQA Guidelines, a Lead Agency for a
project can and should, as appropriate and feasible, consider mitigation measures to
reduce substantial adverse effects .......

The City of Mission Viejo appreciates the opportunity to provide comment on the broader
policy issues raised herein, and also expresses support of the comments and
recommendations on the Draft 2020 RTP/SCS and PEIR by the Orange County Council of
Governments, the Orange County Transportation Authority, the Center for Demographic
Research, and other Orange County agencies whose comments support Connect SoCal with
its use of the Orange County's growth forecast- the 2018 Orange County Projections.

City of Moreno Valley

The City of Moreno Valley appreciates the opportunity to submit comments on Southern
California Association of Governments’ (SCAG) Draft Connect SoCal Plan (also known as the
2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy or RTP/SCS).

It is important that the Connect SoCal Plan is equitable, achievable, and results in
sustainable development.The City of Moreno Valley has reviewed the draft Connect SoCal
Plan and related technical studies. Based on our review, the City of Moreno Valley has the
following comments:

1.1-215 from 1-10 to I-15 should be included as an existing major Goods Movement corridor.

2.SR60 through the Badlands to I-10 should be included as part of the Primary Highway
Freight System.

3.Plan does not reflect current Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) study /
strategy for Metrolink and Express Bus expansion.

4. Arterial Network included is not complete for City of Moreno Valley.
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For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, of the Final Connect SoCal
PEIR.

For responses related to the Draft Connect SoCal Program Environmental Impact Report
(PEIR), please refer to Chapter 9.0, Responses to Comments, and Chapter 10,
Corrections and Additions, of the Final Connect SoCal PEIR.

Submittal 0001542 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your comments. Comments noted.

Comment noted.

I-215 from I-10 to I-15 is, and has been added as, a major goods movement corridor.

SCAG will include this portion of SR-60 as a goods movement corridor.

Thank you for your comment. SCAG worked with the Riverside County Transportation
Commission to identify transit improvements in Riverside County, within available
funding constraints. Specific Metrolink and Express Bus expansion projects are listed in
the Project List Technical Report.

The regionally significant arterial system illustrated utilized the principal arterial facility
type consistent with the Federal Highway Administration's Functional Classification
System.
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City of Moreno Valley

5.The Planned Regional Express Lane Network should be updated to reflect recent
Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTC) decisions.

6.Active Transportation discussion should include the importance of consistent standards
and maintenance for regional trail systems.

7.Bicycle Network is not complete for the City of Moreno Valley.

8.There is a need to compare the Draft Connect SoCal Plan with the proposed 6th Cycle
RHNA for compatibility.

City of Ontario

The City of Ontario appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Draft Connect SoCal
Plan and technical support documents. We acknowledge the extensive work that was put
forth and look forward to the Plan supporting a sustainable future for the region and the
City of Ontario. The City has the following comments:The City of Ontario has actively

engaged in the local input process including commenting on the Map Book. The September

21,2018 comments provided to SCAG are not reflected in the published Draft Map Book
on the SoCal Connect website (see attachment). These include revisions to:® Major Transit
Stops and High Quality Transit Corridorse Federally Designated Flood Hazard Zonese Bike
Trailse General Plan Land Use MapsWe look forward to working with SCAG and SBCTA to
further the Connect SoCal Plan. Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Please see the following comments or corrections to Maps:1. Truck Routes (corrections
attached)e Holt Blvd from Grove to west City limits is not identified as a routee 4th
street, Etiwanda, and Merrill are Truck Routes

2. Major Transit Stops and High Quality Transit Corridors (correction attached)e Add the
Ontario Mills Stop

3. Major Transit Stops and Transit Priority Areas (correction attached)e Add the Ontario
Mills Stop

112

Response

Submittal 0001542 Related Documents Link

SCAG worked closely with the six county transportation commissions to identify the
projects included in Connect SoCal, and each commission likewise coordinated their
countywide projects with local transportation agencies. SCAG worked collaboratively
with stakeholders to identify additional key projects that address challenges that are
regional in nature. Decisions to delete, replace or modify a project should similarly
undergo a coordinated process involving the affected county transportation
commission and lead agency. Substantive changes to projects may be addressed in the
next update or amendment to the plan.

Thank you for your comment. Language specific to infrastructure maintenance has been
added to the Strategies section of the Active Transportation Technical Report.

Thank you for your comment. Through the Local Input and Envisioning Process SCAG
attempted to collect updated network data for all member jurisdictions. We would be
happy to update our database with the complete network when that information is
shared.

See Master Response #1.

Submittal 0001548 Related Documents Link

Thank you for your feedback on the base datasets for Connect SoCal. SCAG has updated
the geographic data elements resulting from the Bottom-Up Local Input and Envisioning
Process, and posted the data elements to the SCAG Open Data Portal. For input

related to transit projects, SCAG worked closely with the six county transportation
commissions to identify the projects included in Connect SoCal, and each commission
likewise coordinated their countywide projects with local transportation agencies.
SCAG worked collaboratively with stakeholders to identify additional key projects that
address challenges that are regional in nature. Decisions to delete, replace or modify a
project should similarly undergo a coordinated process involving the affected county
transportation commission and lead agency. Substantive changes to projects may be
addressed in the next update or amendment to the plan.

Revision made.

Thank you for your comment. The Ontario Mills stop does not meet the definition for
major transit stop (and therefore transit priority area) provided under the California
Public Resources Code. The methodology is described in detail in the Connect SoCal
Transit Technical Report Appendix.

Thank you for your comment. The Ontario Mills stop does not meet the definition for
major transit stop (and therefore transit priority area) provided under the California
Public Resources Code. The methodology is described in detail in the Connect SoCal
Transit Technical Report Appendix.


https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001542.pdf
https://www.connectsocal.org/Comments/0001548.pdf

ID
Submitted by

0001548.05

0001548.06

0001548.07

Submitted by

0001370.01

Comment

City of Ontario

4. Federally Designated Flood Hazard Zones (comment attached)e The City Policy Plan
(General Plan) identifies the area south of SR-60 to the southerncity limit, east of Haven
Avenue is identified as a 500-year Floodplain

5. Bike Trailse Attached is the zip file for the Bike Trails. Only the segments noted as
"Completed" inthe status field have been built.

6. Updated General Plan and Zoning with Specific Plan shapefilese Please retrieve files at
this location under file "planning"

City of Oxnard

1 of 10. Newly established High Quality Transit Area/Corridor (HQTA/C) was not

designated with City consultation and infrastructure evaluation, and has increased the
City’s 2021-2029 RHNA Allocation of housing units by 26% which exceeds the City’s 2030
General Plan.SCAG staff worked with Gold Coast Transit (GCT) to collect information
pertaining to bus routes and current and projected headway timing. As a result of this
discussion, SCAG created the HQTC that encompasses almost half the City and extends
through the city of Ventura. Because of this HQTA/C designation, the City was assigned an
additional 2,224 “existing needs units” because of the large HQTC designation. The added
units represents approximately 26% of the total City’s total RHNA allocation of 8,484 units.

The City supported the identification of a HQTA around the Oxnard Metrolink/Amtrak
station in downtown Oxnard. InJuly of 2019, the City adopted a form-based Downtown
Code that supports the construction of approximately 1,800 additional housing units. With
SB2 money, a study to evaluate infrastructure capacity and needed funding to support
projected development is currently underway. The identified and extensive HQT “Corridor”
extends from to Saviers Road to the 101 Freeway; this approximately 6-mile corridor runs
through established neighborhoods and will require additional infrastructure master
planning and expansion (Exhibit 3.4, “Priority Growth Areas & Growth Constraints”). In
reviewing the RTP and in discussions with local transit agencies we became aware of the
HQTA/C designation. The City of Oxnard has not been involved in this designation. The
City of Oxnard should be consulted when designations impact City land use, infrastructure,
and capacity. Ideally, consultation should occur well in advance of the release of the Draft
2045 RTP.
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Comment noted. Data regarding 500-year Floodplain has been updated according to
information provided 9/21/2018.

Thank you for your comment. The bikeway map will be updated with the provided
information.

Comment noted. Data regarding City of Ontario General Plan, Zoning, and Specific Plans
was received on 9/21/2018. Based on this information, SCAG staff made updates to the
General Plan, Zoning, and Specific Plan maps.

Submittal
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SCAG worked with local transit agencies to identify current and future High-Quality
Transit Corridors (HQTCs) and major transit stops based on the definitions set forth
under the California Public Resources Code. Further discussion about the methodology
for identifying HQTCs and major transit stops are discussed in the Transit Technical
Report. SCAG's 6th cycle RHNA methodology allocates housing units to jurisdictions in
part based on the presence of high-quality transit anticipated by 2045. Please see
Master Response #1 for additional discussion of how the RHNA and the RTP/SCS are
related.
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City of Oxnard

Comment 2 of 10.Internal Consistency with the 2021-2029 RHNA Allocation
Methodologylt is our understanding that in accordance with State Law, the 2021-2029
RHNA and the 2020-2045 RTP are required to have consistent population and growth
projections. The proposed Housing and Community Development (HCD) approved RHNA
Methodology explicitly defines “Local Input” as local forecasts and planned growth to the
year 2029. However, these same “Local Input” projections are being used by the RTP to
the year 2045. If the 2021-2029 RHNA “uses” all Local Input planned growth to 2045 by
2029, then how can the 2045 RTP, using the same forecasts to the year 2045, be internally
consistent with the 2021-2029 RHNA?

City of Oxnard

Comment 3 of 10.Congestion Management/UPRR Grade SeparationsWithin this chapter

is a reference to “Speed and Service improvements on the Los Angeles — San Diego — San
Luis Obispo Rail (LOSSAN) Corridor.” The LOSSAN includes the Union Pacific Railroad
(UPRR) tracks that traverse through Oxnard at grade level, including passing a
disadvantaged Environmental Justice (EJ) community that the UPRR/AMTRAK/METROLINK
line impacts daily at two grade-level crossings. UPRR grade crossings continue to be a
safety concern for the City not only for vehicle and pedestrian accidents, but also as a
longer two mile train could effectively isolate one-third of the city from vital public safety
access as the train moves slowly through seven at-grade crossings. The RTP Transportation
Project List is proposing grade separation projects at three locations in Oxnard: Oxnard
Blvd./Vineyard Ave. (5G0404), Oxnard Blvd./Gonzales Road (5G0403), and Rose
Avenue/Fifth Street (5G0405). A separation is in progress at Rice Ave./Fifth Street. Three
existing grade-separation intersections are not listed, Del Norte Blvd./Fifth Street, Colonia
Road, and Cooper Rd.. One City-proposed crossing, Camino del Sol/Oxnard Blvd., is also
not included. Only the Rice Ave/Fifth Street separation is in the Oxnard General Plan.

These are not new proposals. Oxnard Public Works evaluated several grade separation
options about ten years ago. Because of the high water table, the separations would likely
involve elevating the UPRR tracks and passing numerous homes and businesses, or
elevating the street and impacting a significant number of businesses, schools, and homes.
The noise impacts are obvious from an elevated train. The City would like to continue
discussing grade separation options with SCAG or other agencies in an effort to protect
public safety and ensure significant engineering, environmental, and environmental justice
concerns are adequately addressed. Early consultation and engagement with the City is
appreciated.
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See Master Response # 1.
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Comment noted. We have addressed all modification requests to the Project List
Technical Report as submitted by county transportation commissions through the
standard RTP long-range project list modification and FTIP database update processes.
Please work with Ventura Transportation Commission to include the projects during the
next amendment to the RTP and/or FTIP.
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City of Oxnard

Comment 4 of 10Demographics and Growth ForecastThe Oxnard population,
household/units, and employment forecast within Table 14 are consistent with numbers
the City provided to SCAG in 2018: 238,100 population, 61,600 households, and 76,100
jobs. The forecasts remain unchanged. As stated above in general comment No. 2, we
question how the 2021-2029 RHNA Allocation can use all of our projected 2045 growth by
2029 while the RTP continues to use 2045 as the out-year for the same forecast. Even
accepting an argument that adding housing units for existing need does not create growth
and, therefore, the population and jobs forecasts remain unchanged, the households and
unit forecasts cannot be internally consistent.

Comment 5 of 10Environmental Justice (EJ)This chapter recognizes that Oxnard has a
sizable disadvantaged population and considerable exposure to a range of environmental
hazards that lead to several census tracts being ranked among the top 5% and 10% of
CalEnviroScreen impacted statewide census tracts. Exhibit 33 indicates that the
Oxnard/Ventura HQTA/C area is about half within 500 feet of the 101 Freeway and
impacted by noise and vehicle emissions, supporting our general comment No. 1 as to the
wisdom of this designation. Table 49, although summary data, certainly includes the
Oxnard EJ population likely to be impacted by at least two of the proposed UPRR grade
separations within central Oxnard. We suggest that SCAG include a policy
recommendation that a jurisdiction with EJ populations be allocated EJ-related planning
and project funding on a formula basis rather than competitive basis. The formula grant
would include a range of criteria that, although implementing worthwhile goals such as
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) reduction and reduced Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT), take
considerable staff time to complete. Oxnard already has a relatively low VMT per capita
and short intracity commuting. In several EJ-related competitive grant applications, we
could not document VMT and GHG reductions because it is just not possible when both
metrics are already low. Yet, we have many worthy EJ-related project needs such as street
realignment improvements to allow two-way transit use on arterials rather than residential
streets. Please consider a policy that some portion of EJ-related set-asides should be
formula based.
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