
MEETING OF THE

SSCCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Monday, June 29, 2015
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
SCAG Main Office 
818 West 7th Street, 12th Floor 
Policy Committee Room B 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
(213) 236-1800 

Teleconference Is Available 

If members of the public wish to review the attachments or have any 
questions on any of the agenda items, please contact Houston Laney at 
(213) 236-1906 or via email laney@scag.ca.gov.

SCAG, in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), will 
accommodate persons who require a modification of accommodation in 
order to participate in this meeting. If you require such assistance, please 
contact SCAG at (213) 236-1870 at least 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting to enable SCAG to make reasonable arrangements. To request 
documents related to this document in an alternative format, please 
contact (213) 236-1928. 



June 2015

1. Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, El Centro, District 1, Chair 





Hon. Carl Morehouse 
SCAG Ventura County Regional Office 
950 County Square Drive, Suite 101 
Ventura, CA 93003 

Hon. Greg Pettis 
City of Cathedral City 
68700 Avenida Lalo Guerrero 
Cathedral City, CA 92234 

Hon. Pam O Connor
30 Rue Vaubecour 
69002 Lyon 
France 

Mr. Randall Lewis
Lewis Group of Companies 
1156 North Mountain Avenue 
Upland, CA 91786 

Dr. Dohyung Kim
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 
Department of Urban & Regional Planning 
3801 West Temple Avenue 
Pomona, California 91768 

Dr. Ron Loveridge 
Snowcreek Resort 
1254 Old Mammoth Rd, Unit 291 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 



(Hon. Cheryl Viegas-Walker, Chair)

1. SCAG Scholarship Program 

 Recommend one (1) student each from Imperial, 
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura Counties and two (2) 
students from Los Angeles County, to receive the 2015 SCAG Scholarship 
Program Award. The Scholarship Committee may, at their discretion (not 
compulsory), recommend an additional student from any SCAG county to
also receive a scholarship award. Recommendations will be forwarded to the 
Regional Council for approval at their July 2, 2015 meeting. 
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(760) 336-4300 | Fax (760) 353-3570

April 30, 2015

Transcript of Student ProgressStudent Name Grade Sex
12

Birthdate

Parent/guardian name, address, telephone

Counselor
Unassigned

CSF Member 2/13, 1/14
11/21/13=the university of Arizona.
4/14/15=2 free transcripts ready to pick up.
4/14/15=8 transcripts ready to pick up.

Perm ID Number

Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID

Stu#

Central Union High School
1001 Brighton Ave

El Centro, CA 92243

Grade 9 Fall 2011-2012
Central Union High School

English 9 H2071 A 5.00p 5.00
Algebra 22120 A- 5.00p 5.00
Biology2220 A 5.00p 5.00
Spanish 12407 A 5.00p 5.00
Intro to Comput2760 A+ 5.00 5.00
Phys Ed.2810 A- 5.00 5.00
Phys Ed.2810 P 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 35.00 Cmp: 35.00 AGPA: 4.00
Grade 9 Spring 2011-2012
Central Union High School

English 9 H2071 A+ 5.00p 5.00
Algebra 22120 A- 5.00p 5.00
Biology2220 A 5.00p 5.00
Spanish 12407 A- 5.00p 5.00
Phys Ed.2810 A 5.00 5.00
Phys Ed.2810 P 5.00 5.00
Health Ed2830 A+ 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 35.00 Cmp: 35.00 AGPA: 4.00
Grade 10 Fall 2012-2013

Central Union High School
English 10 H2072 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Geometry CP2130.1 A 5.00p 5.00
Chemistry2240 B+ 5.00p 5.00
AP EUR HIST2399 A- 5.00+ p 5.00
Spanish 22409 A 5.00p 5.00
Ceramics 1A2573 A 5.00p 5.00
Phys Ed.2810 P 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 35.00 Cmp: 35.00 AGPA: 4.17
Grade 10 Spring 2012-2013
Central Union High School

English 10 H2072 A+ 5.00+ p 5.00

Geometry CP2130.2 A- 5.00p 5.00
Chemistry2240 A 5.00p 5.00
AP EUR HIST2399 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Spanish 22409 A 5.00p 5.00
Ceramics 1B2574 A- 5.00p 5.00
Phys Ed.2810 P 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 35.00 Cmp: 35.00 AGPA: 4.33
Grade 11 Fall 2013-2014

Central Union High School
AP ENGL LANG2018 A- 5.00+ p 5.00
PreCal Trig Hon2143 B+ 5.00+ p 5.00
AP Biology2226 B+ 5.00+ p 5.00
AP US HIST2326 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Teacher Aide2991 CR 5.00* 5.00
Leadership2995 A 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 30.00 Cmp: 30.00 AGPA: 4.40
Grade 11 Spring 2013-2014
Central Union High School

AP ENGL LANG2018 A- 5.00+ p 5.00
PreCal Trig Hon2143 B- 5.00+ p 5.00
AP Biology2226 B- 5.00+ p 5.00
AP US HIST2326 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Teacher Aide2991 CR 5.00* 5.00
Leadership2995 A- 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 30.00 Cmp: 30.00 AGPA: 4.40
Grade 12 Summer 2013-2014

Summer School
AP Environ Sci5023 B 5.00+ p 5.00
AP Environ Sci5023 B 5.00+ p 5.00

Credit Att: 10.00 Cmp: 10.00 AGPA: 4.00
Grade 12 Fall 2014-2015

Central Union High School
AP ENGL LIT2007 A- 5.00+ p 5.00

AP Statistics2144 B 5.00+ p 5.00
AP MICRO2384 A 5.00+ p 5.00
AP StudioArt 3D2562 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Leadership2995 A+ 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 25.00 Cmp: 25.00 AGPA: 4.60
--WORK IN PROGRESS--
Central Union High School

AP ENGL LIT2007 5.00+ p 0.00
AP Statistics2144 5.00+ p 0.00
AP GOVPOL US2383 5.00+ p 0.00
AP StudioArt 3D2562 5.00+ p 0.00
Leadership2995 5.00 0.00
Total credit: 25.00

CREDIT SUMMARYTest Taken Score
SAT CrRdg 570 Math 560 Wrtg 510

ACT EN 23, MT 23, RD 25, SR 23,
        CP 24, EW 21, WR 6
ACT EN 21, MT 25, RD 21, SR 23,

District Enter: 8/15/2011
School Enter: 8/15/2011 Passed

Passed

Ranked by Weighted Total GPA

Weighted Non-Wgtd

SAT CrRdg 580 Math 510 Wrtg 42005/14

This transcript is unofficial unless 
signed by a school official. Signature:

* = Non Academic + = Honors (weighted) p = College Prep

Date:

Credit Req'd Compl NeededSubject Area

Credit Attempted: 235.00
Credit Completed: 235.00

Class Rank:
Class Size:

7
382

Class of 2015

r = Repeated
Date
10/14

09/14

06/14

04/14

05/14

        CP 23, EW 21, WR 8
ACT EN 22, MT 26, RD 27, SR 18,
        CP 23, EW 20, WR 6
AP: English Language & Composition

1510

2

10-12 Rank: 9

Acad GPA (9-12)

Total GPA (9-12)
Acad GPA (10-12)

4.2439

4.2439
4.3448

3.8049

3.8049
3.7241

CAHSEE
ELA:

Math:

1640

State ID#

Course Tags:

English 9 10.00 10.00 -
English 10 10.00 10.00 -
English 11 10.00 10.00 -
English 12 10.00 5.00 5.00
World History 10.00 10.00 -
U.S. History 10.00 10.00 -
Economics 5.00 5.00 -
Government 5.00 - 5.00
Mathematics 10.00 10.00 -
Algebra 1 10.00 10.00 -
Life Science 10.00 10.00 -
Physical Science 10.00 10.00 -
Physical Education 20.00 20.00 -
Fine Arts/For Lang 10.00 10.00 -
Prac ical Arts 5.00 5.00 -
Heal h Education 5.00 5.00 -
Electives - Academic 10.00 10.00 -
Electives - General 60.00 85.00 -
* TOTALS * 220.00 235.00 10.00
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Above many things, I love to solve scientific problems, spend time out in nature, travel, 
and meet new people from around the world.  As I explore the programs colleges have to offer, 
the idea that I can create a future that incorporates all of my interests doesn’t seem so far out of 
reach.  I want to become an engineer, and I look forward to attending a college that will allow me 
to discover a job that’s fulfilling and allows me to give back to nature and my community.  In 
college, I plan to study sustainable civil engineering, become involved in service learning around 
the globe, and then focus what I have learned into work that will impact communities in 
Southern California.

I see civil engineering as the perfect field for me to combine my interests in math, 
science, and design, along with my desire to coexist with nature.  As a civil engineer I would like 
to work with urban planners to develop efficient, green, and sustainable technology that could be 
implemented into a neighborhood community.  For example, I have been developing a 
composting system in my backyard.  It is a project that has allowed me to participate in the 
miraculous process turning household organic waste into rich topsoil.  I am witness to a 
continuous cycle, where the food that arrives at my family’s table from the earth can be 
transformed into nutrient-rich soil that allows for more plants to grow.  This is opposed to the 
broken cycle, in which resources are thrown in the trash.  Instead of organic material reaching its 
potential as good old healthy dirt, its trapped in a landfill lined with plastic.  If I could work with 
an urban planner to create an urban community food growing center, where everyone’s discards 
become the compost that replenishes the soil, a community could shift to being more self 
sufficient and significantly reduce its output of garbage.  Compost has taught me a lot about how 
resources can be found in unexpected places.  As an engineer I am determined to keep an open 
mind to hidden sources of rich fuel to tap into.

Along with the sustainable benefits of creating green urban environments, from personal 
experience I know the value of spending time outdoors in the fresh air.  I have grown up in the 
rural Topanga Canyon, where nature thrives between every neighborhood.  I love going on hikes 
in my backyard, Topanga State Park, and encountering the wildlife that inhabit the wild expanses 
of chaparral.  Although living miles from the city makes activities such as going to a movie 
theatre a rare occurrence, the endless amount of hiking trails and green vistas make living in 
Topanga worth it.  However, there are negative aspects to living where I live which are in fact 
harmful to the environment.  Living in a relatively rural area requires a lot of driving to and from 
the city.  My family often has to drive miles into town to visit the closest grocery store.  If my 
town could produce its own food locally, people wouldn’t have to use gallons of gas shopping 
miles away. 

Due to its semi-remote location in the Santa Monica Mountains, Topanga is the perfect 
place to experiment with sustainable development and self-sufficiency.  Environmental 
protection groups such as the Topanga Watershed Committee and KFESA (Kids for 
Environmental and Social Actions), which is a youth activist group I co-founded with my fellow 
students, are committed to organizing community service in Topanga and its surrounding areas.  
By living alongside nature, we have become ecologically aware.  I have noticed that my 
community is open to change that can benefit the environment, and  I have been asked to present 

Page 44 of 226



my composting system and the benefits of compost at local festivals and conferences, such as 
Topanga Earth Day and the Topanga Watershed Committee.

As an engineering student, I plan to get involved in worldwide organizations, such as 
Engineers Without Borders.  I will travel to developing countries to work with the local people to 
develop sustainable solutions which can satisfy the needs of their community.

In addition to working with Engineers Without Borders, I hope to work abroad with a 
German solar company as part of my college co-op engineering program; a quarter of Germany’s 
energy is derived from renewable energy. I understand that different approaches to public policy 
and government incentives are instrumental in facilitating the switch to renewable energy.  I want  
to visit countries that provide citizens the incentives to generate their own power.  As a 
sustainable engineering student, I see the value in having knowledge of the public policy 
governing renewable energy.

According to Naomi Klein in her new book, “This Changes Everything”, we already have 
the technology needed to tap into renewable energy powerful enough to meet mankind’s current 
energy demands.  I imagine how current developments in innovative renewable energy 
technology, such as transparent solar cells and roadways that capture the suns energy, will be 
implemented into existing infrastructure.  I want to be involved in the creation of future designs 
of roads and buildings which take into account new constructional components with two 
functions; elements of infrastructure that will simultaneously generate energy and be part of the 
structural design.  And once I have my civil engineering degree with an emphasis in 
sustainability, I plan to channel what I have learned into finding sustainable solutions in my own 
hometown and the surrounding communities of Southern California.
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John Muir High School 
“Home of the Mighty Mustangs” 
1905 Lincoln Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91103 
(626) 396-5600 extension 82651 

  Daniel Harris 
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To Whom This May Concern

Dear Esteemed Person,

I am writing you regarding my student, , who is applying to your university. My name 
is Edison Park, and I am a Master of The Martial Arts.

 has been my student for the last 10 years.  started studying Tae Kwon Do with 
me when  was 7 years old.  has attended classes on average three times per week ever 
since then, and attained a First Degree Black Belt in 2012.  has passed many a rigorous test 
by the Grandmaster, Jae Ho Park, Founder of the International Dae-Myung Martial Arts 
Federation, with its headquarters based in Glendale, California.

 has always had a gentle air about , a little shy and very kind. Yet, when  practices the 
Martial Arts,  has a ferocity about .  has a tremendous ability to concentrate and focus 

 energy. There is a boldness in  practice that illustrates total commitment - a powerful force 
in the Martial Arts that translates into life.  is a highly driven human being, and it shows in all 
aspects of  life -  studies,  music,  friendships.

What makes  stand out - a star student -  is the innovative style which  has developed 
over the years.  has taken the classical forms of the Martial Arts (of which  has great 
command) and has created  own combinations, forming a fresh new style, uniquely  own.

I, Edison Park, have been a Martial Artist all my life, practicing and teaching Tae Kwon Do, 
Judo, and Hap Ki Do. I am a Sixth Dan Blackbelt in Tae Kwon Do, a Fifth Dan Blackbelt in Judo, 
and a Fourth Dan Blackbelt in Hap Ki Do.
I come from a Korean lineage of masters. My father, Jae Ho Park, is a Grandmaster in Tae 
Kwon Do, Judo, and Hap Ki Do, and founded The International Dae Myung Martial Arts 
Federation in America, forty years ago. 
I was a California State champion from 1989-1994, was nationally ranked second in the USA in 
1990, and internationally ranked second in the European Open Championships, and was 
awarded Most Valuable Player in Europe in 1994. I represented the US against Russia and 
Mexico, during the GoodWill Games in 1993 and 1994.
I have been teaching the Martial Arts in Los Angeles and Montana for the last twenty nine years.

The Dae Myung Martial Arts Academy, of which I am the Chief Instructor, has a mission:  to 
create future leaders. We have been proud to have our students go on to become lawyers, FBI 
agents, detectives in the LAPD, leading edge architects with innovative companies 
internationally, scientists at JPL, one who is on the Mars Rover Team, and many others.

Throughout my career, I have observed very few students make it to Blackbelt within our 
Academy - one in a hundred perhaps. It takes tremendous discipline and dedication to reach the 
point that  did. And even as a Blackbelt,  shines.  leads by example. Others look up to 

. I have no doubt in my mind that you are looking at a leader in  -  an innovator, a 
team player, a solid human being who is destined to achieve great things.

Please feel free to contact me on my cell phone, at (310) 774-1855, or email me at 
vikinglance@yahoo.com, if you need any further information.
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Sincerely,

Edison Park
MASTER INSTRUCTOR

The Dae Myung International Academy
1110 East Colorado Street, Glendale, CA 91205
608 Fernwood Pacific Drive, Topanga, CA 90291
1485 Continental Drive, Butte, Montana 59701
Via Dei Crispolti, 142, 00159 Rome, Italy
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summary page

 - transcript

1  of 13 pages

Home School Name:
Common Application 
DOB:
Enrollment:  2/2011 - 5/2015
Graduation Date: 5/2015

Our home school philosophy is that school takes 
place in a natural learning environment that 
fosters curiosity, open-mindedness and a lifelong 
love of learning.  Curriculum is created around 
the student’s pursuit of interests in which learning 
is under the immediate direction, guidance, and 
support of the parents.  Family and community 
play a central role in the development of empathy 
and a commitment to service.  Through real-
world experience, learning is holistic, integrated, 
fully individualized, project-based and driven by 
fascination and curiosity.  The purpose of 
personalized attention is to develop and celebrate 
individual gifts and to confront unique 
challenges.  Values of honesty, integrity, respect, 
patience, and individuality are honored. 
There are no grades given for home school 
courses.

The integrated home school, high school subjects 
which make up  education are: 
Heroes, Geography, Current Events, World 
History, American History, British Literature, 
Writing Composition, Speech & Debate, 
Conversational French, American Sign Language, 
Environmental Studies and Nature, Bee Keeping, 
Visual Fine Art, Piano Lessons, Band, Music 
Theory, Music Business Management, Song 
Writing, Drama, Physical Education, Driver 
Education, Community Service, Internships, 
Employment and Study Abroad.  

Descriptions of home school courses are included 
on the following pages.  Some courses are 
duplicated in the application as activities because 
they are part of our home school philosophy and 
deserve an explanation within the context of 

 education and the related activity.

The following are concurrent community college courses 
and independent study 
high school courses taken prior 
to high school graduation - official transcripts will be 
sent under a separate cover.

Term     Course
Spring 2011     Algebra I         A            
Spring 2012     Algebra II        A      
Spring 2013     Trigonometry  A                
Spring 2013     PreCalculus     A      
Spring 2014     Physics 101     A          
Fall 2013     French I           A      
Spring 2014     French II          A      
Fall 2013     Speech 101      A      
Spring 2012     English 101     A     
Fall 2014     English 102     A  
Fall 2014     World History  A
Fall 2014     Art History       A 

Term     Course
Fall 2011     Chemistry         A                     
Spring 2012     Biology            A      
Fall 2013     Calculus I         B      
Spring 2014     Calculus II        B      

Term     Course
Fall 2012              Geometry               A      
Summer 2014       US Government     A     
Fall 2014     Physics 2               A
Winter 2015     American History  A
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(Community College Official Transcripts to be sent under separate cover.)

“ Geography broadens my global awareness. Heroes provides me with inspiration and guidance; I discover 
where I fit into the story of mankind, and from this understanding my responsibility and unique contribution 
become clear.  Finally, community service through Kids For Environmental and Social Action is my means for 
involvement” -

Heroes (2009-present; full year course)
Description:  This course includes original curriculum built out of a need for today's youth to follow an inspiring 
course of critical thought.  It is an ongoing, long-term class. The many heroes of our world, past and present, are 
studied within their historical, sociological and biographical context.  Heavy emphasis is given to each hero’s 
embodied values and how they relate to each individual student.  Self-directed research and Socratic method 
investigation comprise the assignments throughout the month.  Writing assignments are due monthly.  The Heroes 
course was often designed to integrate into the language arts, history and geography courses, and it naturally 
integrated into scientific interests.  One Hero is studied each month.
Key Players include: Galileo, Thich Nhat Hanh, Paul Hawken, Michelle Obama, Arthur Winston, Temple 
Grandin, Jesus, Hammurabi, Socrates, Shinichi Suzuki, William Shakespeare, Frederick Douglas, Ina May 
Gaskin, Salva Dut, John Muir, Ralph Nader, Zainab Salbi, Mother Teresa, Father Gregory Boyle, John Wood, 
Maya Angelou, Paul Farmer, Jacques Cousteau, Eboo Patel, Henry David Thoreau, Nelson Mandela, Rachel 
Carson,  Albert Einstein, William Kamkwamba, etc.

Monthly
Self-directed research including autobiographies and biographies, videos, 

documentaries, Internet and You Tube as well as suggested book assignments such as Tattoos on the Heart by 
Gregory Boyle, Benjamin Franklin by Walter Isaacson, The Little Book of String Theory by Steven S. Gubser, 
and The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William Kamkwamba

Written Papers, Presentations and Class Participation
Alison Gann, B.A.  Psychology,  M.A. Education

Book Group (2009-2011)
Description: Monthly small group discussion of classics and other books read. (See Reading List) 

  Monthly
 Fiction

 Reading and Discussion
This group is organized by the students with the support of their parents; taking turns selecting books, hosting and 
leading discussion.

British Literature (2010-2011; full year course)
Description: Read, discussed, and wrote about such British authors as Charlotte Bronte, Jane Austen, D.H. 
Lawrence, Ursula LeGuin, Mary Shelley, John Stuart Mill, William Shakespeare, etc.  Study with a local 
Shakespeare theatre called Theatricum Botanicum included a version of Romeo & Juliette where  played 
Romeo. There was integrated travel to London and a visit to the Globe Theatre.

  Weekly
Oxford Anthology of English Literature and the Norton Anthology of English 

Literature.
: Students read and annotated novels, short stories, poems, plays, and essays, both social and 

literary, from writers of the time periods studied.  In addition, they wrote critical essays, gave presentations, and 

 - transcript

2  of 13 pages
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interpreted and acted out scenes from Shakespeare.
  Kimberly Callaway, M.A. Literature

English Composition (2011-2012; full year course)
Description: A weekly class focused on analytical reading, critical thinking, and expository writing skills such as 
pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, and proofreading; developed an understanding of audience, voice, and 
purpose; studied research process including locating, evaluating, analyzing and integrating sources.

 Weekly
 Elements of Style by Strunk & White, Writing Down the Bones by Natalie 

Goldberg, Rules for Writers by Diana Hacker, Woe is I by Patricia T. O’Conner, Essentials of English Grammar
by L. Sue Baugh.

Students read and annotated essays from assigned texts and wrote papers on related topics.
 Kimberly Callaway, M.A. Literature

Speech & Rhetoric (fall 2011)
Description:  Verbal & nonverbal communication and public speaking skills, learning organization & research,  
listening, understanding debate & making arguments 

 Weekly
Students researched, wrote and practiced a lot.

 Kimberly Callaway, M.A. Literature

Great Books  (2012-present; full year course)
Description:  A seminar created by students to include the classics; alternating discussion leaders  (See Reading 
List)

 Monthly
Reading, reflection and research

 Student organized and lead

*English 101. (spring 2012) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 3 Units
101 College Reading and Composition I (3)UC:CSU  Lecture 3 hours. 
Appropriate skill level demonstrated through the English placement process.  Students gain proficiency in reading 
and writing through application of the principles of rhetoric and the techniques of critical thinking. Prerequisite is 
an understanding of the elements of grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure. Formal research paper 
required.

*Speech 101. (fall 2013) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 3 Units 101
Oral Communication I (3) UC:CSU,  Lecture 3 hours.
Offers training in the theory of speech communication and the practice of effective preparation and delivery of 
structured oral presentations.

*English 102. (fall 2014) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 3 Units
102 College Reading and Composition II (3)UC:CSU  Lecture 3 hours.
Prerequisite: English 101 with a grade of “C” or better.  One of two critical thinking courses offered by the 
English department. Develops critical thinking and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English 101 and 
emphasizes logical reasoning, analysis, and strategies of argumentation using expository prose as subject matter. 
Designed to improve critical thinking in written arguments by applying established modes of reasoning, analyzing 
rhetorical strategies, evaluating logical fallacies, and detecting propaganda techniques.

 - transcript

3  of 13 pages
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French, conversational (2005-2012; full year course)
Description: A  small group instruction of conversational French; a hands-on course that used books created by 
the instructor; viewing and discussion of French movies in French; the study of the cultures of francophone 
countries; the production of original plays in French; reports and presentations in French about French artists and 
scientists including the Montgolfier brothers and their hot air ballon.

  Weekly class with recorded assignments for practice in between classes
Story books were created by the instructor supplemented by other texts, tapes, 

and audio. Le Chat du Rabbin, by Joann Sfar, and the instructor’s adaptations of Le Petit Prince, Peau d’Ane, 
Lapinou Veloute, Monsuir Beignet,  et Notre Jeune Dame, to name a few.

preparation for in-class performance puppet shows, plays, presentations, role playing, 
conversations, research;  public performances in small local theaters.

Coco Blignaut; 3 year Diplôme de Culture et Civilization from La Sorbonne in Paris 1993, Awarded 
Best Teacher at Paris Language School, Cybèle Langues, Champs Élysées, Paris 1994,  27 years of globally 
teaching children and adults the French language - Paris, London, South African townships, Los Angeles, 
Thailand, Behouin tribe in Egypt, Jordan, Israel. 

American Sign Language I, II, III  (2009-2011; full year course)
Description: Weekly ASL course taught by professionally trained hearing and non-hearing instructors.  Focus on 
culture of the Deaf Community, grammar, vocabulary development, increasing conversation skills, storytelling, 
and finger spelling, culminating in total immersion classes.

 Weekly with monthly field trips.
Signing Naturally

 Presentations, quizzes, songs 
 Suzanne Buckner; B.A. Deaf Studies, 30+ years as a sign language interpreter.

*French I. (fall 2013) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 5 Units
Elementary French I (5) UC:CSU Lecture 5 hours.
Introduces the fundamentals of pronunciation and grammar, practical vocabulary and useful phrases. Focuses 
upon the ability to understand, speak, read, and write in simple French. Exposes the student to French culture. 
English is only used when it is necessary to explain difficult grammatical concepts; otherwise, the class is 
conducted in French. This course corresponds to the first year of high school French.

*French II. (spring 2014) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 5 Units
Elementary French II (5) UC:CSU Lecture 5 hours.
Prerequisite: French 1 or one year of high school French with a grade of “C” or better in either case.
Continues the fundamentals of French pronunciation and grammar, practical vocabulary and useful phrases. 
Stresses the ability to understand, speak, read and write in simple French. Exposes the student to French culture. 
The class is conducted entirely in French except for grammar clarification. This course corresponds to the second 
year of high school French.

Algebra (fall 2010)
Description:  Self taught, independently inspired learning
Text:  Algebra 1 by John H. Saxon

 - transcript
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*Algebra I. (spring 2011) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 5 Units
115 Elementary Algebra (5)  Lecture 5 hours.
Appropriate skill level demonstrated through the Mathematics placement process.  Math 115 includes operations 
with algebraic expressions, solution of linear equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations, quadratic 
equations, graphs of lines and simple parabolas. 

*Algebra II. (spring 2012) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 5 Units
125 Intermediate Algebra (5)  Lecture 5 hours.
Prerequisite: Mathematics 115*** with a grade of “C” or better, or appropriate skill level demonstrated through 
the Mathematics placement process and equivalent high school preparation.
 Math 125 includes linear equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations and Gaussian elimination, 
quadratic equations, polynomials and rational expressions, exponents and radicals. Math 125 includes functions 
and their graphs, including linear, quadratic and exponential functions; logarithms, polynomials and algebraic 
fractions. Math 125 includes modeling and problem solving, sequences, conic sections, and complex numbers.

FastCad (summer 2012)
Description: Learned about how to draft by hand & by using computer programs like FastCad; independent study 
and guidance from grandfather

 Daily for a couple of weeks
Online materials

 Practice

*Geometry. parts 1 & 2 (fall 2012) BYU Independent Study, high school program

Geometry 041 covers principles of plane geometry including deductive reasoning, hypotheses, postulates, 
corollaries, conclusions, assumptions, and formal proofing; writing the converse, inverse, and contrapositive of a 
theorem as well as constructing geometric figures using the basic tools of geometry. This is the first course in a 
two-part Geometry series (GEOM 041 and GEOM 043).

GEOM 043 includes proving the Pythagorean theorem with a formal demonstration; finding the area of any 
triangle using Hero's formula; applying principles relating to circles, angles, and arcs; identifying the first, second, 
third, and fourth term of a proportion; and constructing geometric figures using theorems and corollaries. This is 
the second course in a two-part geometry series (GEOM 041 and GEOM 043). 

*Trigonometry. (spring 2013) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 3 Units
240 Trigonometry (3) CSU  Lecture 3 hours.
Prerequisite: Mathematics 125 with grades of “C” or better, or equivalent high school preparation and appropriate 
skill level demonstrated through the Mathematics placement process.  Math 240 centers on a study of the sine, 
cosine, and tangent functions, including a study of their graphs, inverses of the functions, solution of triangles, 
models for periodic phenomena, identities, conditional equations, and polar coordinates. Math 240 includes an 
introduction to the cotangent, secant, and cosecant functions.

*PreCalculus. (spring 2013) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 5 Units
260 Pre-calculus(5)**UC:CSU  Lecture 5 hours.
Prerequisite: Mathematics 240*** with a grade of “C” or better or equivalent high school preparation and 
appropriate skill level demonstrated through the Mathematics placement process.
UC Credit Limit: Maximum 4 units.  Math 260 develops properties of the elementary functions, including 
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exponential, logarithmic and trigonometric functions. Graphing is stressed. Math 260 includes sequences, series, 
and elements of analytic geometry such as conic sections.

*Calculus I. (fall 2013) Santa Monica College. Santa Monica, CA. 5 Units
MATH 7, Calculus 1, 5 units  Transfer: UC, CSU  IGETC AREA 2 (Mathematical Concepts) • Prerequisite: Math 
2.  This course is intended for computer science, engineering, mathematics and natural science majors. Topics in 
this course include limits, continuity, and derivatives and integrals of algebraic and trigonometric functions, with 
mathematical and physical applications.

*Calculus II. (spring 2014) Santa Monica College. Santa Monica, CA. 5 Units
MATH 8, Calculus 2, 5 units  Transfer: UC, CSU  IGETC AREA 2 (Mathematical Concepts) • Prerequisite: Math 
7.  A second course in calculus. Topics include derivatives and integrals of transcendental functions with 
mathematical and physical applications, indeterminate forms and improper integrals, infinite sequences and series, 
and curves, including conic sections, described by parametric equations and polar coordinates.
Maximum UC credit is allowed for only one series including  Math 7 & 8.

Computer Science with Khan Academy (Summer 2014)
Description: Self taught, independently inspired learning

Python programing

Math Books read independently:
Precalculus Mathematics in a Nutshell by George F. Simmons
New High School Algebra (1912), Webster Wells, S.B. & Walter W. Hart, A.B.

*Chemistry 10. (fall 2011) Santa Monica College. Santa Monica, CA. 5 Units
CHEM 10, Introductory General Chemistry  Transfer: UC, CSU  IGETC AREA 5A (Physical Sciences, + LAB) • 
Prerequisite: Math 31.  5 units
This is an introductory laboratory course. It introduces principles, laws, and nomenclature of inorganic chemistry 
and organic chemistry. Students who successfully complete this course will understand basic chemical principles 
and will have practiced quantitative reasoning and problem solving skills. Students will also have learned various 
lab techniques, including the safe and competent handling of chemicals and laboratory equipment.

*Intro to Biology. (spring 2012) Santa Monica College. Santa Monica, CA. 4 Units
BIOL 3, Fundamentals of Biology  Transfer: UC, CSU  IGETC AREA 5B (Biological Sciences, + LAB)  
Prerequisite: None.
This is a general biology course. Topics include basic molecular and cellular biology, genetics, the anatomy and 
physiology of plants, animals and humans, the diversity of life, evolution, and ecology. Current environmental 
issues and new developments in biological science are discussed. Laboratory experiences are integrated and stress 
scientific methodology and thinking.

HoneyLove Urban Beekeeping, (fall 2013)
Description: Bee biology, bee behavior, bee keeping equipment, diseases and pests, urban beekeeping, honey 
harvesting.   assessment “A class in bee biology opened my mind to the amazing complexity of a small 
beehive and conveyed the gravity of Colony Collapse Disorder.  I learned how to satisfy the needs of the bees and 
maximize honey production by improving the design of bee boxes.”

: Monthly, with additional opportunities for involvement, discussion & research.
 chose a book to further his knowledge, Home Grown Honey Bees by Alethea Morrison
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Independent research went into a persuasive speech about urban beekeeping and Colony Collapse 
Disorder, and investigation into the mathematical concepts of honey comb design.

Founder of Sweet Bee Removal, beekeeper, ethical bee remover; Tyson Kaiser,

*Physics 101. (spring 2014) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 5 Units
101 Physics for Engineers and Scientists I (5)*UC:CSU   Lecture 3 hours; Laboratory 6 hours.
Prerequisite: Mathematics 261 with a grade of “C” or better. Corequisite: Mathematics 262.  Considers the 
fundamental principles and applications of classical mechanics, gravitation, periodic motion, and fluid mechanics 
at the beginning calculus level of mathematical sophistication. The laboratory includes both quantitative and 
qualitative experiments, tutorials, and active learning activities which permit students to verify, illustrate, and 
deduce various laws of physics.

*Physics 2. (early spring 2015) BYU Independent Study, high school program
PHYSICS, PART 2 : PHSCS 043
This physics course is a mathematical treatment of change of state, thermodynamics, wave and sound, light and 
color, lenses, electric charges and fields, current and circuits, satellites, magnetism, nuclear reaction, etc. This 
course includes instructions for lab activities that can be completed with commonly available equipment. This is 
the second course in a two-part Physics series (PHSCS 041 and PHSCS 043).

Science books read independently:
The 100 Most Influential Scientists by John Gribbin
Ideas and Opinions by Albert Einstein
Dear Professor Einstein edited by Alice Calaprice
Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson
Hydrogen, Hot Stuff :: Cool Science by Rex A. Ewing

California Science Center & Griffith Observatory,  Los Angeles, CA 
Description: field trips & demonstrations, as part of the home school geography class; integrated geography & 
science study

California Institute of Technology, Pasadena, CA 
Description: field trips & presentations, as part of the home school geography class; integrated geography & 
science study

Native American & Outdoor Education  (2002-present; full year course)
Description: Integrated studies in culture, history & natural science using monthly hiking excursions into nature 
and bi-yearly overnight camping trips with a professional naturalist, Rob Remedi, who specializes in natural 
sciences, cultural history, outdoor and wilderness skills, team building, and adventure outings, including local 
ecology and ecosystems, geology, edible plants, shelter building, tracking, fire-making, navigation, high ropes 
course challenge, etc.

Local ecology; local flora and fauna identification, biology and etiology (insects, birds, 
reptiles, amphibians and mammals); riparian and chaparral ecosystems (and habitats in general); water ecology 
and testing, and geology.

Native American life-ways and culture (primarily Chumash and Tonga tribes)
Wilderness survival (knowledge and practice in shelters, fire-making, water 

procurement, edible and medicinal plants); navigation with compass, map, GPS, and aid-less travel; tracking;
primitive technology (traps, hunting, tools, materials, etc)

 Ground-based initiatives and  high ropes course challenges
Hiking; camping; backpacking; canyoneering
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Class Group Meets: Monthly for full day; bi-yearly for weekend camping or backpacking trip.
 Occasional reading (What the Robin Knows, by Jon Young)

  naturalist Rob Remedi, guests: Del Mar Lathers, Jon Young

World History (2007-2012; full year course)
Description:  A monthly group meeting culminating in the home study of historical periods across the globe from 
ancient times to present day.  Included presentations and research papers as well as art projects, costuming, 
speakers, native foods, and music. A wide range of research materials were used including non-fiction, fiction,
Internet, videos and documentaries, etc.
The Heroes course was integrated into the study of world history, heroes included:   Galileo, Thich Nhat Hanh, 
Paul Hawken, Michelle Obama, Arthur Winston, Temple Grandin, Jesus, Hammurabi, Socrates, Shinichi Suzuki, 
William Shakespeare, Frederick Douglas, Ina May Gaskin, Salva Dut, John Muir, Ralph Nader, Zainab Salbi, 
Mother Teresa, Father Gregory Boyle, John Wood, Maya Angelou, Paul Farmer, Jacques Cousteau, Eboo Patel, 
Henry David Thoreau, Nelson Mandela, Rachel Carson, Albert Einstein, William Kamkwamba, etc.

 Monthly 
The Story of the World by Susan Wise Bauer and self-directed readings, both 

fiction and non-fiction, Internet, videos, discussions and documentaries.
 Written Papers and Presentations

 Home school families took turns hosting each gathering, student presentations formed the bulk of 
shared study

Physical and Cultural Geography: Its Role in World Affairs and History  
(2009-2014; full year course)
Description:  A weekly class discussion and lecture class. Basic astronomy, meteorology, climate studies, 
biogeography, plate tectonics, regional studies. Also current affairs such as geo-political alliances and discord, the 
oil crisis, alternative energy sources, sectarian divisions (particularly with regard to Islam), effects of energy needs 
on climate change, environmental summits, presidential election, the United Nations.  Weekly articles, Internet 
research, visiting experts. 
The Heroes course was integrated into the study of current affairs, environmental issues, and geo-politics, heroes 
included:  Paul Hawken, Michelle Obama, Arthur Winston, Temple Grandin, John Muir, Ralph Nader, Zainab 
Salbi, Mother Teresa, Father Gregory Boyle, John Wood, Paul Farmer, Jacques Cousteau, Eboo Patel, Henry 
David Thoreau, Nelson Mandela, Rachel Carson, Thich Nhat Hanh, Albert Einstein, William Kamkwamba, etc.

 Weekly classes with bi-monthly field trips.
Welcome to the Wonderful World of Geography by Runkle Publishers and 

World Geography by National Geographic by McGraw Hill, Glencoe World Geography, by Richard G. Boehm, 
Ph.D. Goode’s World Atlas edited by Howard Veregin, complemented by assigned articles, websites, videos, and 
documentaries.

Presentations, quizzes, panels and debates.
Terri Krueger, BA and teaching credential from the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg, 

SA. She has taught the geography/current events class for 6 years, and she serves as a volunteer facilitator for 
Pachamama Alliance's symposium, also for 6 yrs. This work weaves together issues related to the environment, 
social justice and sustainability.

Global Citizen  (spring 2011)
Description: The production of a  film including claymation, direction, writing, & music as a way to define a 
personal global citizen.  This project was inspired by a potential trip to Peru as part of the EF Educational tours.

Foreign Exchange & Study Abroad (intended for February 2015)
Description:  Plans to travel to France to live with two separate French families; learn about the culture, travel the 
countryside and full language immersion; Rennes, Lyon, Paris and the French Alps.
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*World History. (fall 2014) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 3 Units
History 86 Introduction to World Civilizations I (3) UC:CSU  Lecture 3 hours.  Traces the development and 
interrelationships of the major world civilizations and their cultural traditions and contributions from the earliest 
times to the beginning of the era of European expansion in the sixteenth century.

*U.S. Government. (summer 2014) BYU Independent Study, high school program
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP : GOVT 045
This course fulfills the California state standards for Principles of American Democracy by covering the 
fundamentals of government and citizenship and focusing on the major ideas, protections, privileges, structures, 
and economic systems that affect the life of a citizen in the United States political system.

**American History. (early spring 2015) BYU Independent Study, high school program
UNITED STATES HISTORY FROM 1877 : HIST 043
This is a general survey of United States history from 1877 to the present, and it guides students through the 
industrialization, World Wars I and II, the civil rights movement, and more. This is the second course in a two-part  
United States history series (HIST 041 and HIST 043)

Books read independently
A Young Peoples History of the United States, Class Struggle to the War on Terror, by Howard Zinn
The Iraq War Reader, by Micah L. Sifry & Christopher Cerf

Drawing  (fall 2011; one semester course)
Description: Studied perspective, value, and shading covered.

Weekly.
Drawings

 Jenny Griffiths; B.A. arts education, teaching credential K-12 single subject art,  M.A. art

Painting  (spring 2012; one semester course)
Description: Studied historical artistic styles, still-life paintings with value and shadow, expressive faces, color 
theory and watercolor landscapes.  Culminated in submissions to an art show.

 Weekly.
: Research of painters and different painting styles.

 Jenny Griffiths; B.A. arts education, teaching credential K-12 single subject art,  M.A. art

Art Museum Visits  (2011-2014;  2 or 3 yearly)
Description: Consistent visits to the myriad of Los Angeles art museums including, LACMA, Getty Villa and 
Getty Center, Norton Simon, to name a few.

*Art History. (fall 2014) Pierce Community College. Woodland Hills, CA. 3 Units
Art 102 Survey of Art History II (3)UC:CSU  Lecture 3 hours.    A survey of painting, sculpture, and architecture 
of the Western tradition from the fourteenth century to the twenty-first century. Attention is given to style, 
iconography, and the social, political, and economic context that accompanies a work of art.
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Individual Musical Instruments:
Piano, (2007-present; weekly, year round)
Bass (2011-present, self taught)
Middle Eastern Drums (2005- present, occasional weekly lessons, dance class & annual festivals)
West African Drums (2009- 2013 for weekly dance class with master drummer)

Forty Feet Tall, aka: Ote for President,  (spring 2011- present)
Description: An alternative rock band formed by a group of five home schooled students; featuring original 
music; regular performances at local rock venues including the Roxy, Troubadour, The Mint, Whiskey a Go-Go, 
Club Nokia ; a successful Kickstarter crowd funding campaign to fund the production of an album;  the recording 
& production of a full album of all original songs.  The educational component included:  classes, practice, band 
meetings, meeting with a student band manager, writing original songs, book keeping & scheduling.  Because the 
band was student-lead, musicians did all their own scheduling and coordination, finding locations for rehearsals 
and booking performances. 
The activity component included: performances at concerts and clubs, and battle-of-the-band competitions.

  Originally the band members played various instruments and  played bass, key board and drums.  As 
band members settled in,  specialized in playing bass.  All band members contributed to writing instrumental 
parts for their songs.  Band members organized & showed up for practices; contributed to recording, booking, and 
fund raising duties.

 The release of a full-length album; songs on iTunes; a contract with a licensing company DL Music; 
airplay on British online radio; substantial attention on social media music outlets;  music has been used on a 
German mountain bike movie called, “All-In-One”, an MTV television series called “Friend Zone”, and a CMT 
show called “Party Down South”. 

Grease, (Spring 2013) 
Description Musical theatre produced by Topanga Youth Services, Topanga, CA

  was cast in three roles; , , and , an  in the drive-in movie.  The 
original movie idea was conceived and suggested to the director by a student and was shown during a scene in the 
musical, just after intermission.
The movie also won Best of the Youth Salon at the Topanga Film Festival, Summer 2014.

 Bi-weekly, spring musical rehearsals
Karen Cooke, director of Topanga Youth Services

Rainforest Benefit Concert, (Spring 2011)
Description: A benefit music concert organized & sponsored by Kids for Environmental and Social Justice; 
marking the formation of the band Forty Feet Tall (aka Ote for President);  funds raised went to the purchase of 
trees to be planted in the Mata Atlantica rain forest in South America.

Grammy Museum Workshop (Fall 2012)
Description: A course about the music business focusing on working with a band manager, and putting together a 
press kit. and cumulating with a performance at the Grammy Museum in downtown Los Angeles.

  The band met as often as necessary to complete assignments on deadline
Choice of student band manager, working with a band manager, press kit and PR tools.

Songwriting Workshop (Spring 2012)
Description: An intimate songwriting class run by professional musician and songwriter, Gregg Sarfaty.
Class Group Meets:  8 seminar sessions
Assignment Types:  A minimum of one song per week, written and performed. 
Instructor:  Gregg Sarfaty, professional songwriter and the lead singer for Stew Boss
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Tap Dance (2011-2012)
Description : Rhythm tap dance class
Class Group Meets: Weekly
Assignment Types: Practice at home between classes
Instructor: Cari Ann Shim Sham, M.F.A., World Arts & Culture U.C.L.A.

Tae Kwon Do, (Spring 2005 -present) 
Description:  Intensive advanced study and a Black Belt in Tae Kwon Do with the Dae-Myung Academy of 
Martial Arts, Topanga, CA.   official black belt ceremony was in August 2013 at the age of 16 years old, 
coinciding with the 40 year anniversary of  school, the Dae-Myung Academy.
The promotion included writing and reflection of the philosophy and teachings along with rigorous physical 
exercises, forms and Korean vocabulary.  The education included intensive study of the martial arts: Tae Kwon 
Do, Judo, Hap Ki Do.  Included in the study was Korean language, and regular practice including meditation.
Activities included demonstrations, competitions, private assistance to younger students in free time, and assistant 
teaching experience during classes with the master teacher, Edison Park.

 Classes 1.5-2 hours each, 2-3 times weekly, with extra practice in between
 Edison Park, Master Instructor, the Dae Myung International Academy; Sixth Dan Blackbelt in Tae 

Kwon Do, a Fifth Dan Blackbelt in Judo, and a Fourth Dan Blackbelt in Hap Ki Do

Triathlon Training, (spring & summer 2011)
Description: Running, cycling and swimming strength & endurance preparation & competition
Event:  Hansen Dam Sprint Triathlon

Running, (2011- present)
Description: Regular practice and competitions
Events:  Topanga 10K, Homeboy Industries 5K

Kids for Environmental & Social Justice, aka: KFESA, (2007- present)
Description: A homeschool organization run by students and supported by their families providing an umbrella for 
community service activities in our local community such as:  the annual stuffing stockings and distribution to the 
homeless at Christmas, raising money for victims of natural disasters, playing concerts at senior homes, producing 
a full concert to raise money to replant the Mata Atlantica rain forest, cleaning up natural habitats at local beaches, 
the L.A. River, a California condor sanctuary, planting trees with Tree People.
The educational part of this program included research and regular student-lead meetings and brain storming.
The activity part consisted of community service actions.

 Rotating  and activist

Junior Blind of America (Summer 2012)
Description: The educational portion of this program included training to become a counselor in training for a 
summer camp serving the blind and visually impaired.  The activity portion was actual work as a counselor in 
training during various summer camps including:  junior camp, elementary camp, family camp, and goalball 
camp.

was the only counselor in training elected by the other counselors & chosen to attend a river rafting trip at 
the end of the summer.

Counselor in training
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Manzanita Institute Mentoring Program (2014-present)
Description: The Manzanita Institute is an extension of Manzanita School in Topanga CA, serving grades 4-9.  
The Mentoring Program is a counsel of elders interested in pioneering nature connection ideas for the youth of the 
community

Teenage mentor trainee

Topline Stables (2009-2014)
Description: Starting as a self-created internship designed to learn to be a groom and to ride and exercise horses; 
This project turned into an employment opportunity for two summers and one school year.

Cameraman, (2013-present)
Description: Video for various documentary projects including: 10 Manzanita Institute Speaker Series 
presentations, and 3 live dance performances

Assistant Carpenter (spring 2014)
Description:  Helped lead designer to design and build a shade structure for Manzanita school; worked on 
calculations for a structural arch, operated power tools and performed basic construction skills.

(how the last 3 summers were spent - includes some duplication)

California Institute of Technology, Summer Research Connection, (summer 2014)
Description: The SRC program utilizes hands-on and project-based learning methods to give students and teachers 
a deeper understanding of the nature of science and the scientific process through participation in an authentic 
research experience.  A collaboration between Caltech and the Oak Crest Institute of Science, the Summer 
Research Connection (SRC) creates small student-teacher collaborative groups and places them in research 
laboratories at Caltech where they perform scientific research under the guidance of research mentors.
Facilitators: Julius Su & James Maloney
Post Doctoral Fellow: Dr. Paul T. Tarr,     Teacher Collaborator: Daniel Harris 

Forty Feet Tall, Album and Fundraising (summer 2013)
Description: Forty Feet Tall recorded and produceed a full length album of original songs, featuring  on bass.
The project included a successful Kickstarter crowd funding campaign to fund the project.  The band performed in 
the Los Angeles area as a way to promote the project.

Summer Engineering Seminar, Santa Clara University, (summer 2012)
Description: An introduction to careers in engineering & informative courses in biological engineering; civil 
engineering; electrical engineering; sound engineering

Junior Blind of America Summer Camp (summer 2012)
Description: Training & volunteer counselor for the Junior Blind of america summer camps; family camp, young 
teen camp, goal ball camp; Recognition: Chosen to attend an end of the summer white water rafting trip with the 
participants
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I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll & Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie
My First Summer in the Sierra by John Muir
Percy Jackson and the Olympians by Rick Riordan
Rich Dad, Poor Dad by Robert T. Kiyosaki
The Monkey Wrench Gang by Edward Abbey
The Amazing Adventure of Cavilier and Clay by Michael Chabon
A Hitchhikers Guide to the Galazy by Douglas Adams
Revolution in a Bottle, How TerraCycle is Redefining Green Business by Tom Szaky

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Childhood’s End by Arthur C. Clarke 
The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri
The Idiot by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi
1984 by George Orwell
The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak
Emma by Jane Austen
Jane Eyre  by Charlotte Bronte
Small Gods by Terry Pratchett 
The Pearl by John Steinbeck
East of Eden by John Steinbeck
Of Mice & Men by John Steinbeck
Skinny Legs and All by Tom Robbins
Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
Call of the Wild by Jack London
Paper Towns by John Green
The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath
The Golden Bull by Marjorie Crowley
Acts of Faith by Eboo Petel
Alchemist by Paulo Coelho
Neither Wolf Nor Dog by Kent Nerbum

Riders of the Purple Sage by Zane Grey
Bruce Lee: Artist of Life by Bruce Lee 
Kim by Rudyard Keipling
One Flew Over the Cockoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey
Walden by Henry David Thoreau
Black Like Me by John Howard Griffin
The Chosen by Chaim Potok
Catch 22 by Joseph Heller
Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder
Tattoos on the Heart by Gregory Boyle
Starclimber by Kenneth Oppel
The Iron Ring by Lloyd Alexander
The Comedians by Graham Greene
Half Blood Prince by J.K. Rowling
The Deathly Hollows by J.K. Rowling
The Things They Carried by Tim OBrien
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien
Romeo & Juliette by William Shakespeare
Twelfth Night by William Shakespeare
Electra by Sophocles
What the Robin Knows by Jon Young
Life of Pi by Yann Martel

books not already listed under a subject
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E L   C A M I N O   C O L L E G E                    U N O F F I C I A L   T R A N S C R I P T
            DOB: xx/xx/xx                        April 30 2015                     

High School: Redondo High School 2013
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
COURSE     COURSE TITLE                    GRADE     UNITS      UNITS    GRADE         FTNOTE
NUMBER                                             ATTEMPTED  COMPLETED  POINTS   GPA  
________________________________________________________________________________________________
----------------------------------- Fall Semester 2013 -----------------------------------
ECON 1       Principls of Econ - Macroecon   A          3.00      3.00    12.00
ENGL 1A      Reading and Composition         A          4.00      4.00    16.00            T
MUSIC 111    Music Appreciation-Survey       A          3.00      3.00    12.00
MATH 180     Pre-Calculus                    A          5.00      5.00    20.00
SEMESTER TOTAL                                15.00     15.00    60.00    4.000                     
CUMULATIVE TOTALS                             15.00     15.00    60.00    4.000                     
Dean's List
ALPHA GAMMA SIGMA HONOR SOCIETY PERMANENT MEMBER
------------------------------------ Spring Term 2014 ------------------------------------
HIST 101     U.S. History to 1877            A          3.00      3.00    12.00
ECON 2       Princ Economics:microecon       A          3.00      3.00    12.00                               
MATH 190     Sgl Var Calc/Anlyt Geometry I   A          5.00      5.00    20.00
ENGL 1C      Critical Thinking/Comp          A          3.00      3.00    12.00            T
SEMESTER TOTAL                                14.00     14.00    56.00    4.000                     
CUMULATIVE TOTALS                             29.00     29.00   116.00    4.000                     
Dean's List
------------------------------------ Summer Term 2014 ------------------------------------
HIST 102     U.S. History - 1877-Present     A          3.00      3.00    12.00            T
SPAN 1       Elementary Spanish I            A          4.00      4.00    16.00
SEMESTER TOTAL                                 7.00      7.00    28.00    4.000                      
CUMULATIVE TOTALS                             36.00     36.00   144.00    4.000                     
Page   1 of   2                                                   
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________     
COURSE     COURSE TITLE                    GRADE     UNITS      UNITS    GRADE         FTNOTE
NUMBER                                             ATTEMPTED  COMPLETED  POINTS   GPA
________________________________________________________________________________________________
----------------------------------- Fall Semester 2014 -----------------------------------
ANTH 1       Intro to Physical Anthropology  A          3.00      3.00    12.00
BUS 1A       Financial Accounting            A          4.00      4.00    16.00                               
PE 10        Body Condtioning/Physcal Ftnss  A          1.00      1.00     4.00
P S 1        Governments US/Calif            A          3.00      3.00    12.00            T                  
MATH 191     Sgl Var Calc/Anlyt Geometry II  B          5.00      5.00    15.00
SEMESTER TOTAL                                16.00     16.00    59.00    3.688                     
CUMULATIVE TOTALS                             52.00     52.00   203.00    3.904                     
Dean's List
---------------------------------- Spring Semester 2015 ----------------------------------
BUS 1B       Managerial Accounting           IP         4.00     .....    .....
MATH 150     Elemntry Statistcs W/Probablty  IP         4.00     .....    .....
OCEAN 10     Intro to Oceanography           IP         4.00     .....    .....            T
SEMESTER TOTAL                                 0.00      0.00     0.00    0.000                      
CUMULATIVE TOTALS                             52.00     52.00   203.00    3.904                     
* DEGREE APPLICABLE SUMMARY                       52.00     52.00   203.00    3.904                     
TRANSFER UNIT SUMMARY                            52.00     52.00   203.00    3.904                     
* Total Units may include CR/NC Courses                                                                       
Page   2 of   2                                                  
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Minimum five-hundred (500) word essay describing your interest in urban planning, 
public policy, and/or public service and future career goals. 

As a child I would often become so engrossed in my textbooks that I discovered 
passages skimmed over even by my teachers Thus, lying on my bed at 13 and flipping 
through my US history reading, I uncovered a tiny paragraph jammed between the New 
Freedom and the roaring 1920’s detailing the final months of  life  I 
learned that following a major stroke the president did not resign from office; instead, his 

 took over for him, effectively heading the executive branch   would not have 
the right to vote until after  term in office and yet  proved that as a 

 we had the necessary intelligence and iron will to govern a na

Discovering  gave me an insight into my own potential as an 
educated young . Previously quiet and unobtrusive, I confidently entered into 
both collaboration and competition with my peers  Not only was interested in shaping 
public policy myself, but I was also confident that I was capable of achieving big things. 
My learning and goals refocused on to empowering  the world over as well as 
helping to build a country in which I will continue to be proud to live. 

In beginning my journey at Georgetown University in the fall of 2015 I know I will 
become active in shaping public policy and working in foreign affairs.In the next four years I 
hope to intern on Capitol hill, ideally with my local Congressman Ted Lieu. The political 
exposure I will be able to receive in our nation’s capital is unparalleled and will open up a 
myriad of opportunities. As I hope to major in International Political Economy I will probably 
decide to work at the World Bank, developing an idea of how our economy interacts with 
others around the world. As a child of immigrants I want to work on changing immigration 
policy to better fit the current political climate. Hopefully I will have the opportunity to watch 
and contribute as our economy expands and more people are able to find employment. My 
dreams are big, but I do not want my  to hinder me from achieving them  I want 
to be the first  chief justice of the Supreme Court or the first  President.

Above all, through my political aspirations and achievements, I hope to also become 
an activist for  equality in business and politics, ensuring equal pay and equal 
opportunity. These are the ideals upon which I believe this country was built. I want to work on 
programs that will introduce more young  to not only english and history, but also to 
increase their self-confidence and exposure enough to pursue business, engineering, and 
medicine more than they are now.  need to stop viewing these fields as traditionally 

 work,” and to understand that they have the capability to learn and to thrive in 
whatever they choose to pursue. 
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Years ago, I sat on a bed reading through a textbook, and finally realized what I 
wanted to do with my life. My intellectual vitality intertwined with my desire to become 
some other , encouraging both  and me to rise above self imposed 
and societal barriers and to achieve our full potential.  
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Parent/guardian name, address, telephone

Calabasas High School
22855 West Mulholland Highway

Crs-ID Course Title Mark Att/Cmp

Student Name Grade Sex
12

Birthdate CounselorStudent ID

Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID

Stu#

Calabasas, CA 91302

June 1, 2015

Transcript of Student Progress

(818) 222-7177

Grade 8 Fall 2010-2011
AC Stelle

Algebra HonorsM832 A 0.00 0.00
Credit Att: 0.00 Cmp: 0.00 AGPA: 0.00

Grade 8 Spring 2010-2011
AC Stelle

Algebra HonorsM832 A 0.00 0.00
Credit Att: 0.00 Cmp: 0.00 AGPA: 0.00

Grade 9 Fall 2011-2012
Calabasas HS

p English I HonorEAPJ A 5.00 5.00
p Spanish II PGSP2 A 5.00 5.00
p Geometry HPMDPJ A 5.00 5.00

Tennis FallPSHF A+ 5.00* 5.00
p Biology H PQBPJ A+ 5.00 5.00

HealthRHAS A 5.00 5.00
Credit Att: 30.00 Cmp: 30.00 AGPA: 4.00

Grade 9 Spring 2011-2012
Calabasas HS

p English I HonorEAPJ A 5.00 5.00
p Spanish II PGSP2 A 5.00 5.00
p Geometry HPMDPJ A 5.00 5.00

Tennis SpringPSHS A+ 5.00* 5.00
p Biology H PQBPJ A+ 5.00 5.00
p WldGeog/CultureSXRS A+ 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 30.00 Cmp: 30.00 AGPA: 4.00
Grade 10 Summer 2011-2012

Knowledge Counts Summer School
Dance IPDA1 A 5.00* 5.00

Credit Att: 5.00 Cmp: 5.00 AGPA: 0.00
Grade 10 Summer 2011-2012

Knowledge Counts Summer School
Dance IPDA1 A 5.00* 5.00

Credit Att: 5.00 Cmp: 5.00 AGPA: 0.00
Grade 10 Fall 2012-2013

Calabasas HS
p English II HPEBPJ A 5.00 5.00
p Spanish III PGSP3 A 5.00 5.00
p Algebra II HPMEPJ A 5.00 5.00

Tennis FallPSHF A+ 5.00* 5.00
p Env. Sci. APQEP1 A 5.00+ 5.00
p Europ Hist. APSHPK A+ 5.00+ 5.00

Credit Att: 30.00 Cmp: 30.00 AGPA: 4.40
Grade 10 Spring 2012-2013

Calabasas HS
p English II HPEBPJ A 5.00 5.00
p Spanish III PGSP3 A 5.00 5.00
p Algebra II HPMEPJ A 5.00 5.00

Tennis SpringPSHS A+ 5.00* 5.00
p Env. Sci. APQEP1 A 5.00+ 5.00
p Europ Hist. APSHPK A 5.00+ 5.00

Credit Att: 30.00 Cmp: 30.00 AGPA: 4.40
Grade 11 Fall 2013-2014

Calabasas HS
p English III HPECPH A 5.00+ 5.00
p Spanish V APGSPH A 5.00+ 5.00
p Math Analy HPMGPH A 5.00+ 5.00

Tennis FallPSHF A 5.00* 5.00
p Chemistry APQCPH A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p Chem AP LabQCPL A 5.00 5.00
p U.S. History APSUPH A 5.00+ 5.00

Credit Att: 35.00 Cmp: 35.00 AGPA: 4.83
Grade 11 Spring 2013-2014

Calabasas HS
p English III HPECPH A 5.00+ 5.00
p Spanish V APGSPH A 5.00+ 5.00
p Math Analy HPMGPH A 5.00+ 5.00

Tennis FallPSHF A 5.00* 5.00
Tennis SpringPSHS A 5.00* 5.00

p Chemistry APQCPH A+ 5.00+ 5.00
p Chem AP LabQCPL A 5.00 5.00
p U.S. History APSUPH A 5.00+ 5.00

Credit Att: 40.00 Cmp: 40.00 AGPA: 4.83
Grade 12 Fall 2014-2015

Calabasas HS
p Art History APBYPP A 5.00+ 5.00
p English IV APEDPH A 5.00+ 5.00
p Calculus B/C APMHBH A 5.00+ 5.00

Tennis FallPSHF A 5.00* 5.00
p Physics APQPPH A 5.00+ 5.00
p Amer Govt APSGPH A 5.00+ 5.00

Credit Att: 30.00 Cmp: 30.00 AGPA: 5.00
--WORK IN PROGRESS--

Calabasas HS
p Art History APBYPP 5.00+ 0.00
p English IV APEDPH 5.00+ 0.00
p Calculus B/C APMHBH 5.00+ 0.00

Tennis SpringPSHS 5.00* 0.00
p Physics APQPPH 5.00+ 0.00
p Economics PSEPS 5.00 0.00

Home Study 6SZS6V 0.00* 0.00
Total Credit: 30.00

4.5135
Weighted

r = Repeated

Passed
Passed

Non-Wgtd

This transcript is unofficial unless
signed by a school official. Signature:

* = Non Academic + = Honors (weighted) p = College Prep

Date:

235.00Credit Attempted:
235.00Credit Completed:

Class of 2015

Acad GPA (9-12)

Total GPA (9-12)
Acad GPA (10-12)

4.4043
4.7037

4.0000

4.0000
4.0000

CAHSEE
ELA:

Math:

State ID#

Course Tags:

Needed
CREDIT SUMMARY

Credit Req'd ComplSubject Area
English 40.00 35.00 5.00
Wld Geo/Area Studies 5.00 5.00 0.00
Health 5.00 5.00 0.00
World History 10.00 10.00 0.00
U. S. History 10.00 10.00 0.00
Government 5.00 5.00 0.00
Economics 5.00 0.00 5.00
Mathmatics 20.00 20.00 0.00
Life Science 10.00 10.00 0.00
Physical Science 10.00 10.00 0.00
Physical Education 20.00 20.00 0.00
World Lang./FA/PA 20.00 20.00 0.00
Electives 70.00 85.00 0.00
* TOTALS * 230.00 235.00 10.00
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As an emerging engineer, I envision a world in where humans, nature, and technology coexist in 

amity. I imagine all three aspects thriving together in harmony. I plan to contribute to the research and 

creation of solutions to reverse the negative effects of industrialization on the environment. To attain 

my goal of becoming an engineer, I have greatly challenged myself during my high school years by being 

involved in various volunteer organizations while maintaining a rigorous academic course load. Being a 

part of National Honors Society (NHS) has given me more self-confidence because NHS encourages me 

to work to my full potential. Additionally, as the captain of my high school basketball team, I have 

greatly improved my leadership and communication skills. Basketball has further enforced the 

importance of translatable skills like collaboration, problem solving, and communication with others to 

collectively to achieve our goals. Finally, being a volunteer for a children’s summer camp has completely 

changed my mindset by teaching me how to be intuitive and teaching me to have adept patience.These 

extra-curricular activities have given me the skill set and mind set to achieve my future goal of being an 

engineer. 

I have been accepted to Cal Poly Pomona as a civil engineering major with an emphasis on 

environmental engineering and plan on attending this upcoming Fall term. Getting a college education 

will allow me to attain my goals of creating innovative and beneficial structures to improve people’s way 

of life. Ever since I was a child I have been interested in math and science. Throughout high school, my 

interest in science and math grew exponentially. By taking AP and IB related courses I have gained a 

creative and critical thinking mindset, specifically, in my AP Human Geography course and AP Calculus 

course. My teachers in these courses emphasize the importance of being mathematically and 

geopolitically literate. For example, in my AP Human Geography class we studied the global causes and 

effects of the industrial revolution and how new inventions expanded the worlds’ trading network.  
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These new inventions (steam engine, water looms, improved spinning wheels etc.) were created by the 

advancement in knowledge of effectively using natural resources.  The most powerful of inventions was 

the railroad, which revolutionized transportation. And to this day still, has a major effect in the everyday 

lives of people, but all of this couldn’t not have been done, without urban planning and engineering. 

Without the work of urban planners and the strategic positioning of new inventions, the industrial 

revolution may have not made such of a big impact as it did. Engineering and urban planning greatly 

impacts every aspect of life, whether it is manufacturing, business management, recreational activities, 

and social networks. This is why I want to pursue a career in engineering. I want to observe and study 

spatial distribution of why and where people reside. I aspire to create new technologies that aid the 

environment and aid people. Having humanitarian beliefs, I can assure The SCAG Scholarship Program 

and internship will be extremely valuable to me. I will gain tools to further my educational goals, as well 

as, instruments of guidance and comprehension to understand the aspects of urban planning and 

engineering. 
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To whom it may concern, 

 is currently a student of mine in my Advanced Placement Human Geography class. 
 always strives to be at  best performance in the class, and  goes above and beyond to 

guarantee that  is learning the material and achieving  best. 

 is a strong independent learner and exhibits leadership in the class as an example of a student who 
has a quest for knowledge and for doing  best. 

It has also come to my attention and it is of my knowledge that  was a member of the national 
Honors Society for one year, participated in the afterschool college readiness program for two years, 
participated in the Pasadena Kids Zone summer camp for two years, has been in varsity basketball for 
the past three years and was the 11th grade Homecoming  

I believe that from the interest in development, industry and urban planning that  has shown in my 
class,  will be a great future candidate for your engineering and urban planning program. 

Sincerely, 

Alfred Madain 

Social Studies Teacher 

Blair HS and Blair MS 

1201 S. Marengo Avenue 

Pasadena, CA 91106 

(626) 396-5820 ext 81202 

madain.alfred@pusd.us 
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(626) 396-5820 | Fax (626) 441-6148

April 1, 2015

Pasadena Unified School DistrictStudent Name Grade Sex
12

Birthdate

Parent/guardian name, address, telephone

CounselorPerm ID Number

Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID

Stu#

Blair High School
1201 S Marengo Ave
Pasadena, CA 91106

Grade 9 Fall 2011-2012
Blair High School

English 1P1091N1 B+ 5.00p 5.00
Geometry 1P 93291D C 5.00p 5.00
Biology P4001D C+ 5.00p 5.00
Phys Ed 95091D A- 5.00* 5.00
Spanish 1P6401D B 5.00p 5.00
Culinary Arts9331C8 A- 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 30.00 Cmp: 30.00 TGPA: 3.00
Grade 9 Spring 2011-2012

Blair High School
English 1P1092N1 A+ 5.00p 5.00
Geometry 1P 93292D A 5.00p 5.00
Biology P4002D B+ 5.00p 5.00
Phys Ed 95092D A 5.00* 5.00
Spanish 1P6402D B 5.00p 5.00
Culinary Arts9332C8 A 5.00 5.00

Credit Att: 30.00 Cmp: 30.00 TGPA: 3.67
Grade 10 Fall 2012-2013

Blair High School
English 2P1101D C 5.00p 5.00
AP World History2103H B 5.00a p 5.00
Algebra 2P3301D B- 5.00p 5.00
Chemistry P4401D C 5.00p 5.00
Phys Ed 9 125111D A- 5.00* 5.00
Spanish 2P6411D B- 5.00p 5.00
Advisory 108101D P 1.00* 1.00

Credit Att: 31.00 Cmp: 31.00 TGPA: 2.83
Grade 10 Spring 2012-2013

Blair High School
English 2P1102D A+ 5.00p 5.00
AP World History2104H C+ 5.00a p 5.00
Algebra 2P3302D A 5.00p 5.00

Chemistry P4402D B 5.00p 5.00
Phys Ed 9 125112D A- 5.00* 5.00
Spanish 2P6412D A 5.00p 5.00
Advisory 108102D P 1.00* 1.00

Credit Att: 31.00 Cmp: 31.00 TGPA: 3.50
Grade 11 Fall 2013-2014

Blair High School
English 3P1111D A 5.00p 5.00
IB Hist Amer2115H B 5.00p 5.00
Advanced Math3401D C 5.00p 5.00
IB Physics SL4505H A- 5.00+ p 5.00
Spanish 3P6421D A 5.00p 5.00
Drama P7401D A 5.00p 5.00
Advisory8005D P 1.00* 1.00

Credit Att: 31.00 Cmp: 31.00 TGPA: 3.50
Grade 11 Spring 2013-2014

Blair High School
English 3P1112D A+ 5.00p 5.00
IB Hist Amer2116H B- 5.00p 5.00
Advanced Math3402D B- 5.00p 5.00
IB Physics SL4506H B+ 5.00+ p 5.00
Basketbal5538D A 5.00* 5.00
Spanish 3P6422D A 5.00p 5.00
Drama P7402D A 5.00p 5.00
Advisory8006D P 1.00* 1.00

Credit Att: 36.00 Cmp: 36.00 TGPA: 3.57
Grade 12 Fall 2014-2015

Blair High School
Amer Govt P A110701 A- 5.00p 5.00
AP Human Geog 112415 A^ 5.00a p 5.00
IB Hist Amer A113713 B+ 5.00p 5.00
English 4P A210743 A 5.00p 5.00
AP Calc AB A312907 C 5.00a p 5.00

Advisory 12 A710709 P 1.00* 1.00
Student Aide A7107W1 A+ 5.00* 5.00

Credit Att: 31.00 Cmp: 31.00 TGPA: 3.50
--WORK IN PROGRESS--

Blair High School
Economics P B110710 5.00p 0.00
AP Human Geog 112416 5.00a p 0.00
IB Hist Amer B113714 5.00a p 0.00
English 4P B210744 5.00p 0.00
AP Calc AB B312908 5.00a p 0.00
Advisory 12 B710710 1.00* 0.00
Student Aide B7107W2 5.00 0.00
Basketball810918 5.00* 0.00
Total credit: 36.00

CREDIT SUMMARYTest Taken Score
CAHSEE: CAHSEE Math (SS)

District Enter: 6/25/2002
School Enter: 8/26/2009 Passed

Passed

Weighted Non-Wgtd

CAHSEE: CAHSEE English (SS)03/13

This transcript is unofficial unless 
signed by a school official. Signature:

* = Non Academic +  Honors (non-weighted) p = College Prep

Date:

Credit Req'd Compl NeededSubject Area

Credit Attempted: 220.00
Credit Completed: 220.00

Class of 2015

r = Repeated
Date
03/13

390Acad GPA (9-12)

Total GPA (9-12)
Acad GPA (10-12)

3.30

3.40
3.33

3.27

3.37
3.30

CAHSEE
ELA:

Math:

407

State ID#

a  Advanced Placement (non-weighted)Course Tags:

Science 20.00 20.00 -
Visual/ Perform Arts 10.00 10.00 -
Mathematics 30.00 30.00 -
English 40.00 35.00 5.00
Social Science 30.00 30.00 -
Physical Educ 20.00 20.00 -
Life Science 10.00 10.00 -
World Lang 10.00 10.00 -
Elective 50.00 55.00 -
* TOTALS * 220.00 220.00 5.00

Algebra 1 Requirement Met
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This year during spring break, I received the honor of traveling to Washington D.C. with the 
Human Relations Commission for the City of Los Angeles and 16 other Youth Ambassadors.  I 
represent the 10th district, we were charged with representing the youth voice of Los Angeles.  It was six 
amazing days with the Close Up’s Washington High School Program. There were visits to the famous sites 
of Washington, meetings with government officials, seeing Congress in session. In addition to nightly 
activities and discussions, there were debates with about 200 teenagers from around the country.  The 
City of LA Youth Ambassadors had a special meeting with Congresswoman Janice Hahn However, the 
life altering moments for me was the special White House tour for our group, viewing President Barack 
Obama at his desk in the white house and meeting with President Barack Obama’s Executive staff in the 
White House Diplomatic reception room.  One of my public policy passions is public health. So my 
question to the Presidents staff’s was about the recent Ebola scare, specifically in Los Angeles County and 
the Disneyland measles outbreak in Orange County. Kids at my school and in my neighbor, were seriously 
afraid. We had some concerns regarding the handling and disseminations of information to the public. I 
posed the question. Is the US prepared to deal with a pandemic outbreak? I was floored when the staff 
responded that they were disappointed with the handling of both crises but is actively taking measure to 
improve the future handling of such crises and possible pandemic outbreak scares.  That’s when the 
serious realities of the public health crises became real for me. That’s when my dream of being in public 
policy and medicine changed from being a dream to being my personal career mission.  

Currently, I am involved with Westchester High School High School student Leadership, team 
sports, honor society and a host of clubs and organizations. In addition, I am engaged with 
several nonprofit organizations and served with the Human Relations Commission for the City of Los 
Angeles and the Youth Ambassador for the 10th district.  There are a total of 17 youth 
ambassadors selected annually for participation One of the key requirements for selection is 
the ability to demonstrate a sense of pride for positive community representation through 
volunteer service.  This program has offered an inspiring opportunity to expand my knowledge 
of government and active community participation.  The Commission wanted to have direct 
youth input and I am excited to be a part of making a positive difference within my community 
and voting district.  As a result, I have developed a deeper appreciation for my community and 
my local elected officials. 

Finally, I started my own Non-Profit, Friends like Me. It was a big challenge to create a nonprofit 
organization at sixteen.  Even though I have a lot of self-motivation, I am still trying to learn 
how to make the right presentations with the right audiences.  However, I have realized that I 
am still young, growing and learning new things daily.  I have learned not to be afraid of making 
a mistake or for asking for help.  I have also learned a lot about how to get along with others 
and the benefit of teamwork.  And I am still learning that when you ask for help, people will 
respond positively most of the time. 

There is a lot of challenges that face my local community.  From personal experiences to 
involvement with community activities, I have observed high unemployment, crime, a 
fragmented educational system, and lack of health care as some of the key issues.  Part of my 
mission for my nonprofit is to help educate the young females in my community and empower 
them with knowledge about the importance of education, finding access to health care, and 
youth / summer jobs.   I am committed to trying to make a difference in my community and the 
world that I live in.   It is my hope that with time, the pursuit of education advancement and life 
exposure, I will continue to evolve and become a good decision maker, effective problem 
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solver, learn to handle conflict resolution in any forum and with all cultures and be sensitive to 
others. In College, I am going to double major in Political Science and Biology. My goal is to 
work in the public health, maybe aim toward the US Surgeon General position, I liked the 
excitement of Washington D.C. 

 I think I should be selected because I have a true passion to lead, inspire and help others.  My 
people skills and commitment to being a team player and helping others will make me a natural 
fit for this program.  I will be able to utilize my current experience and build new skills.  With my 
diverse activities, I have become disciplined with time management to maintain high grades 
while balancing community involvement and sports.  I am very confident in my ability to work 
hard and deliver exceptional results.  I am excited about this opportunity to meet new people 
and continue to learn. 
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                         April 24, 2015 

Community Outreach and Opportunity Programs 
8929 S. Sepulveda Blvd., Suite 400 
Los Angeles, California 90045 
Phone: (310) 649-1016, Fax: (310) 649-1034 
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(714) 560-0900 | Fax (714) 664-0461

April 30, 2015

Transcript of Student ProgressStudent Name Grade Sex
11

Birthdate

Parent/guardian name, address

CounselorPerm ID Number

Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID Course Title Mark Att/CmpCrs-ID

Stu#

Orange County School of the Arts
1010 N Main St

Santa Ana, CA 92701

Grade 9 Fall 2012-2013
Orange County School of the Arts

Lit & Comp I H0102 A 5.00p 5.00
Algebra II/Trig0308 B 5.00p 5.00
Biology Honors0409 A 5.00p 5.00
SOAR0500 A 5.00 5.00
Spanish IV0619 B 5.00p 5.00
Tap Dance I0821 A 5.00* p 5.00

24089f A 4.00* 4.00
Playwrtng-10min24090f A 4.00* 4.00
CoreCreativeNF24100f A 4.00* 4.00
Elemnts FictnWS24103F A 4.00* 4.00

Credit Att: 46.00 Cmp: 46.00 AGPA: 3.60
Grade 9 Spring 2012-2013

Orange County School of the Arts
Lit & Comp I H0102 A 5.00p 5.00
Health Ed0201 A 5.00 5.00
Algebra II/Trig0308 B 5.00p 5.00
Biology Honors0409 B 5.00p 5.00
Spanish IV0619 A 5.00p 5.00
Tap Dance I0821 A 5.00* p 5.00
Core Poetry24015s A 4.00* 4.00
Core Screenwrtg24027s B 4.00* 4.00
Flash Fiction24083s A 4.00* 4.00
Author Study24096M A 4.00* 4.00

Credit Att: 46.00 Cmp: 46.00 AGPA: 3.60
Grade 10 Fall 2013-2014

Orange County School of the Arts
Lit & Comp II H0107 A 5.00p 5.00
Pre-Calculus0309 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Physics0407 A 5.00p 5.00
AP Wrld History0524 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Span/Native Spk0640 A 5.00p 5.00

Yearbook0852 A 5.00* 5.00
Core Short Stry24022f A 4.00* 4.00
Comedy Writing24088f A 4.00* 4.00
ComicBook Write24114F A 4.00* 4.00
Modrn Fairytale24121 A 4.00* 4.00

Credit Att: 46.00 Cmp: 46.00 AGPA: 4.40
Grade 10 Spring 2013-2014

Orange County School of the Arts
Lit & Comp II H0107 A 5.00p 5.00
Pre-Calculus0309 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Physics0407 A 5.00p 5.00
AP Wrld History0524 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Span/Native Spk0640 A 5.00p 5.00
Yearbook0852 A 5.00* 5.00
Songwriting24026 A 4.00* 4.00
Adv Scrnwrtg24050 A 4.00* 4.00
Portfolio24075 A 4.00* 4.00
Horror Fiction24210 A 4.00* 4.00

Credit Att: 46.00 Cmp: 46.00 AGPA: 4.40
Grade 11 Fall 2014-2015

Orange County School of the Arts
AP Lang & Comp0113 A 5.00+ p 5.00
AP Calculus BC0333 B 5.00+ p 5.00
AP US History0522 A 5.00+ p 5.00
Span/Native B0645 A 5.00p 5.00
Yearbook0852 A 5.00* 5.00
Zoology0928 A 5.00p 5.00
CW Subs & Pubs96505 A 4.00* 4.00
CW Art Outreach96513 A 4.00* 4.00
CW Fairy/Folk96517 A 4.00* 4.00
CW TopicLit III96522 A 4.00* 4.00

Credit Att: 46.00 Cmp: 46.00 AGPA: 4.40
--WORK IN PROGRESS--

Orange County School of the Arts
AP Lang & Comp0113 5.00+ p 0.00
AP Calculus BC0333 5.00+ p 0.00
AP US History0522 5.00+ p 0.00
Span/Native B0645 5.00p 0.00
Yearbook0852 5.00* 0.00
Zoology0928 5.00p 0.00
CW ArtOutreach96537 4.00* 0.00
CWAdvShortStor96558 4.00* 0.00
CW Lit Mag96559 4.00* 0.00
CW Business96560 4.00* 0.00
Total credit: 46.00

CREDIT SUMMARY

District Enter: 8/24/2010
School Enter: 8/24/2010 Passed

Passed

Weighted Non-Wgtd

This transcript is unofficial unless 
signed by a school official. Signature:

* = Non Academic + = Honors (weighted) p = College Prep

Date:

Credit Req'd Compl NeededSubject Area

Class of 2016

r = Repeated

Acad GPA (9-12)

Total GPA (9-12)
Acad GPA (10-12)

4.0800

4.0261
4.4000

3.8000

3.8739
3.9333

CAHSEE
ELA:

Math:

State ID#

Course Tags:

Lit & Comp I 10.00 10.00 -
Lit & Comp II 10.00 10.00 -
Lit & Comp III 10.00 5.00 5.00
Lit & Comp IV 10.00 - 10.00
Wld Hist Cult/Geog 10.00 10.00 -
US History 10.00 5.00 5.00
Eco/Gov't 10.00 - 10.00
Math 20.00 20.00 -
Biological Science 10.00 10.00 -
Physical Science 10.00 10.00 -
Health 5.00 5.00 -
PE/Performing Arts 20.00 10.00 10.00
Fine Arts 10.00 - 10.00
World Language 20.00 20.00 -
Electives 75.00 115.00 -
* TOTALS * 240.00 230.00 50.00
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No matter what I do in life, I want to know that I made a difference. This is the basis of 

what I have planned my career, life, and overall future plans around. Whether it be beginning a 

career, having a family, or whatever else that may come up in life, I would like to have affected 

someone else in a positive way. However, to achieve this overall goal, I need to continue to 

work hard and keep striving for more in everything I do in order to put myself in the position in 

which I can help people and positively affect their lives. By doing this, I will have set myself up 

to make a difference whether in my career or in planning for my life.  

As I stated previously, I would like to make a difference in everything I do, not excluding 

my future career. Next year, I am going to attend Texas Christian University where I would 

major in political science or criminal justice, and might attend law school after.  Following 

college, I plan to work with law enforcement or go into politics in Washington D.C. and 

hopefully work as an advisor in the White House. There, I will be able to directly affect the lives 

of millions of people and make a positive difference in their lives.   

During my undergraduate education, I hope to major in criminal justice and/or political 

science which I believe can help bring meaning to my life, as well as others, by allowing me to 

apply my learnings and help improve my country and its citizens. In other words, I would like to 

leave a legacy. This does not mean I am thirsting for money, fame, or power, but I want to leave 

a legacy of helping others and making the world a better place. In order for me to fulfill my 

meaningful life, I feel the desire to escape the bubble of my suburban upbringing and 

experience a new reality that is outside my comfort zone. This will help me discover many new 

perspectives and perhaps learn what hardships others have endured, thus allowing me to work 

to improve the plight of others.  
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 By achieving all of these goals, I will have succeeded in making a difference and 

changing the lives of countless others, including my own. By taking an interest in public service 

now, I believe that I have already started upon a path that will lead me to the completion of my 

goals. There are many aspects of public policy that will shape the future of this country, and I 

hope that I will be a part of these plans that will help so many people throughout the country. 

With this scholarship, I will be able to continue on my path toward achieving my goals, as well 

as be able to attend the school of my dreams. In conclusion, I believe that my future career 

goals as well as my current activities will set me upon the right path in order to affect other’s 

lives for the better.  
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Please strongly consider accepting  into your freshman class.

I have had the pleasure of having  in my language arts class last year and this 
year.  is an excellent student who is quick to understand and comprehend. While in 
my class,  has always been respectful and one of the first to grasp the subject matter.  

 is active beyond his academic classes.  has been a big part of his high 
school life since freshman year.  varsity experience put him on the Ryan Lemmon 
Championship Team. Additionally,  has been a member of the National League of 
Young  Philanthropic Service Organization (NLYM), where he volunteers in helping 
various not-for-profit organizations.  

 is looking forward to studying criminal justice or international diplomacy as a 
preliminary step to reach  goal of working with the FBI. This goal seems to match  
personality and ability to scrutinize details.  

Granting  admission is an investment in the future.

Sincerely,  

Tyler Shelley (YLHS Language Arts Teacher) 
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Letter of Recommendation for  
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Scholarship Program 
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Personal Statement  

I lost my father at age 14. My dad was the main figure in my life; he taught me and                      
how to defend myself , but he did not teach me how to overcome his death. Despite how difficult                   
this experience has been, I am grateful for what I have learned .I arrived home from school, and I                   
saw my father cry for the first time in my life, he didn’t see me, and I overheard him talk to my                      
mother that he was scared to have his leg amputated. I knew my father did not have long to live                    
because of his complications with diabetes and heart disease, but i had to keep calm for my                 
mother, my father, and my younger brothers. I took on many responsibilities during this time,               
many that my father used to. The change was gradual but the consequences came abrupt. The                
indicators were all there but i managed to stay sound for the worst. Around 2008, my father                 
drastically lost weight to the extent that he looked skeletal and began having slow reactions,               
along with memory loss. He needed a heart transplant, but his heart functions were at ten                
percent; this made him a weak candidate. My family began to worry about his physical state, for                 
it was noticeable he was not healing. I had to constantly remind him of events and physically                 
assist him. We tried to overcome this ordeal and live normally. In 2009, he suffered a leg                 
amputation along with several heart attacks. This altered the daily routine of my family. Whether               
it is the weekly appointments with doctors, waiting in interminable lines at the pharmacy,              
injecting his daily insulin, or helping my father remove his prosthetic leg; they are all               
time-consuming. As the older I had more responsibilities during this time to watch over               
and take care of my younger brothers who were too young to understand what was going on.                 
During this time, where I was inclined to be emotionally unstable, I tried very hard not to let my                   
performance level at school drop.During 2010, I received the news that he does not have many                
years to live, probably four years, and will need another leg amputation soon. My soul felt                
pulverized, as if my sanity was being tested. Right that second, I questioned life itself, but I knew                  
thinking negatively will do no good, I have younger brothers and I needed to remain strong to                 
give them hope. At this point, we prayed and decided to leave the rest to faith. I promised myself                   
to smile and be the source of inspiration for my father to live another day, and to not sadden him                    
by displaying depression. The image that my mind still contains of my dad is his former self- the                  
universal father figure- strong, caring, and full of valor. At one period of time, my father took                 
care of me, now it is my turn to repay his kindness by taking care of him. My father,                    

, has taught me one of life's important lessons, and that is to appreciate the value of                 
life. He also gave me the gifts of being mentally mature, optimistic in dark times, and virtuous.                 
The outcome from this endeavor is not done in vain, it is one that has created a dynamic change                   
in me; I put others before myself. I am a strong-willed individual. No matter the circumstances -                 
I manage to successfully overcome my dilemma and become better. 
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             UNIVERSITY PREPARATORY
                    16925 FORREST AVENUE • VICTORVILLE, CA 

92395
        (760) 243-5940 • FAX (760) 951-2803

Valerie Hatcher Barbara Caballero 
                            Principal      Vice Principal 

To Whom It May Concern:            October 31, 2014 

 It is my pleasure to recommend .   I have known  for over three 
years.  was a student in my AP European History class during  sophomore year and 
also a student in my World History Honors class during  freshman year.  and I have 
continued to keep in contact after UP bussing was no longer available and  needed to 
transfer to  neighborhood school. During  time at UP and despite unimaginable family 
tragedy,  was focused and continued to be an extremely successful student at University 
Preparatory and is currently at Silverado High School. continues to grow academically 
going above and beyond Univ. Preps academic rigor by participating and excelling in several 
Advanced Placement and Honors courses.   is an extremely dedicated, determined, and focused 
young . 

 reliability, high level of integrity and ease of cooperatively working with other 
students, exhibited  skills as both a leader and teammate. does not give up when is 
faced with a challenge, and displays determination and commitment to  work both in and out 
of the classroom.

excels as a leader in  extracurricular activities both on and off campus.  
is a member of Math Engineering, Science, Achievement (MESA), President of the Christian 
Club, President of the Dream Club, Member of the California Scholarship Federation, and 
Member of the Mojave Environmental Education Consortium. also attended the USC 
Mission Engineering program and has participated in various technology based learning 
opportunities.  In addition,  was also a member of the Silverado Junior varsity tennis team 
and a member of the National Junior Tennis League.  In community, volunteered at 

 church and at the local hospital.
 With all of these activities and academic responsibilities,  continues to excel. 
organizational and effective time management skills are proof that  is a future leader who is 
caring, dedicated, eager and determined to make a difference. It has been my absolute privilege 
and delight to have watch  grow into a responsible, mature and compassionate young . 

 is dependable, responsible, and a strong mentor and leader.  It is my strong belief 
that  will succeed in whatever endeavors chooses to pursue.  It is without reservation that I 
give my highest recommendation to

Respectfully submitted, 

Sagrario M. Faison 
University Preparatory School 
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Jake Henry | Point Loma Nazarene University | (760) 623-8732  

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing this letter in behalf of , who is currently attending             

Silverado High School. I have been Youth Leader for the past 3 years. During this                

time has shown great dedication for community activities and volunteer work. I              

know that  dedication will continue when  graduates from high school.  

is an active member of the community and spends time helping others              

through volunteer work. attends church weekly and helps around by taking care of               

the kids and also whenever we have an event. has participated in car washes, bake                

sales, and canned food drives during 3 years with me as youth leader.                

maturity has increased during this time and  has stepped up as a leader in many occasions.  

On many weekends, attends religious services and retreats. I know that            

attending these events help spiritually and fill with gratitude. church attendance I               

believe has had a positive effect on attitude towards others. is kind, selfless and a                 

sense of happiness tends to radiate from . I know that religious dedication will continue                

after high school and that it will continue to support .  

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at (760) 623-8732 or by email at                 

Jakehenry123@pointloma.edu .  

Sincerely,  

Jake Henry  

Youth Leader, PLNU 
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My goals for my upcoming years in college and the career beyond it have been the 
result of many things that I have experienced in high school, most notably having the honor and 
responsibility of being president of my high school’s robotics team. During my time at Ventura 
High School, I have been involved in many community service events throughout both the 
community and within the school. As leader of my robotics team, I had the responsibility of 
organizing numerous showcases for our robot that promoted STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering Math) education in the community, been a keynote speaker at Kiwanis and Sunrise 
Optimist Clubs in the area, speaker and representative at city hall meetings, and volunteered 
for beach clean ups, haunted hay rides, and teaching at local Boys and Girls Clubs weekly, and 
Ventura county Elementary and Middle Schools among many others. This experience with 
community service has given me a sense of accomplishment and pride, a feeling I hope I can 
continue to experience as I go into both higher education and the working world. I believe that 
a career in public service will allow me to achieve my goals of helping others while also helping 
me to refine and practice my skills as an engineer.

Among my community service thus far, the most rewarding has been my interaction and 
contribution to the youth of the area through elementary, middle schools and Boys and Girls 
Clubs. I have been fortunate in being part of a group that has placed much effort into 
pioneering engineering education into these Ventura county youth groups. These numerous 
demonstrations and educational classes provided have allowed these children an exposure to 
engineering fields at an early age that can open up new career possibilities to them.  This is turn 
leads to a growth of local talent as these kids follow career paths that can lead them to help 
strengthen Ventura’s job market through existing successful companies such as Amgen, Haas 
Automation and Sessa Manufacturing and perhaps new innovative companies that they will 
develop themselves. Classes include math, design, programming, robotics, problem solving, 
bread board electrical activities, among others. Not only do our classes and demonstrations 
help them to develop career skills, they also teach kids how to interact and work in a team 
situation much like they would with a real life job.  This allows  them to learn patience and 
equality with other students that have diverse backgrounds and education.

I have already had experience with local government, speaking in front of my district’s 
school board as well as the Ventura County Board of Supervisors on how STEM education can 
benefit both a community and an individual. I have committed to California Polytechnic 
University in San Luis Obispo, a college well known for their engineering programs, and am 
entering as a Bioresource and Agricultural Engineering major. After obtaining my Bachelor’s 
degree, I would like to join Engineers  Without Borders, a nonprofit organization that focuses 
on improving irrigation, shelter, and infrastructure both domestically and abroad for 
impoverished peoples. I plan on joining the Engineers Without Borders chapter at Cal-Poly as 
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soon as I am able. I also want to continue working with FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition 
of Science and Technology), a world youth robotics program, as a volunteer to continue to 
inspire and ignite the desire for engineering, as I have been inspired.  I feel that public service is 
a great asset to both a community and an individual, and I am excited to be pursuing a career in 
this field and the possibility it provides me to continue giving back to my community.
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VENTURA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BBoard of Education 
Mary Haffner, President
Debbie Golden, Vice President
B. J. Fitzgerald, Board Member 
Velma Lomax, Board Member
John B. Walker, Board Member
       April 10, 2015 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

When asked to do a letter of recommendation for , there was no hesitation.   has been a member 
of FIRST Robotics Team 3925 since  was a freshman at Ventura High School.  As the advisor/instructor, I have gotten 
to know  very well.   is an amazing young .   is focused, driven and an excellent leader.   is 
organized, thorough and always on task.  I have never had to keep on  about anything and am always amazed by  
leadership skills. 

From the moment  joined the robotics team as a freshman,  took on leadership tasks.   is a natural leader and 
leads by example.  As a junior  was the President in training and actually rose to the full role of President as a senior.  

 made presentations to large groups, set up STEM training courses for elementary and middle schoolers during the 
summer and after school, and tutored struggling team members so that they would be successful in their classes, as well 
as organizing and leading weekly engineering lessons at three local Boys and Girls Clubs.   is involved in many 
extra-curricular activities yet works hard to maintain a high grade point average.   work ethic is stellar,  deeply 
understands the value of higher education, and I see  as a perfect fit for Cal-Poly’s agricultural engineering program. 

 is a natural leader.   has the ability to get others involved and they are excited to help and never feel 
intimidated or put upon.   is mature beyond  years.   calm demeanor sets  apart from others  age.   
is a joy to work with and stays focused on any project until brought to a successful conclusion. 

 is a dynamic person.   knows what  wants and where  wants to be in the future, and does not let anything 
get in the way of  success.  I can’t say enough about  abilities and the fact that  is so focused and driven.   
will be a great asset to anything  applies  to.  

I could go on and on about .   is one of those students that you value and will remember.   dedication is 
infectious and will be missed on the team. It is for these reasons that I am recommending  for the Southern 
California Association of Governments Scholarship Program. 

Should you need additional information or have any questions, please feel free to call me at  
(805) 216-0363. 

      Sincerely, 

Mrs. Velma L. Lomax 

255 W. Stanley Avenue
Suite 100

Ventura, CA 93001-1348
(805)641-5000 x 1014
FAX (805)653-7855

THE POINSETTIA CITY BY THE SEA

Trudy Tuttle Arriaga. Ed.D.
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TThousand Oaks High School 
2323 Moorpark Road 

Thousand Oaks, CA  91360-3198 

Thousand Oaks High School 
Home of the Lancers 

Superintendent of Schools Principal 

26 October 2014 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 is one of the most interesting and inspiring students I have had the pleasure of working 
with in the past ten years.  I first met  as a student in my English 10 Honors class in the fall of  
sophomore year.  From the start,  stood out.   is one of those students who truly loves learning, 
and makes connections both in and out of the classroom.   has a quirky sense of humor that  
generously applied to many of  assignments, and nothing about  or  work was ever dull.   
used  enthusiasm to inspire  fellow classmates as well.  Students always wanted to be in  group – 
not because  did all of the work for them, but because  helped them find their own best potential.   

I was sad at the end of the year to see  go; however, I was able to continue fairly regular 
interactions with  creativity on the pool deck, where  is an active member of our  Water Polo 
and Swim teams.  ’s education is not confined to the four walls of a classroom –  looks for 
opportunities to learn wherever  is.  Excitedly talking about  AP U.S. History lesson with  
coaches while stretching out for practice is not something  finds to be odd, and  enthusiasm 
often pulls other teammates into the conversation as well. 

Finally,  possesses a calm confidence that never borders conceit.   has no problem walking up 
to strangers, adult or otherwise, and striking up a conversation.   pays attention to others’ interests and 
is considerate to their feelings.  These skills have aided  as a Link Crew Leader at our high school.  
This group truly acts as ambassadors for our school, as well as a bridge for new students entering TOHS. 

 has my highest recommendation.   is absolutely respected by students and faculty 
alike, and I am confident  will make an excellent addition to your school. 

Sincerely,

Kelly Abrams 
English Teacher 
Cheer & Dive Coach 
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